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Admission and Installation to the Minster’s College of Canons

Each Suffragan Bishop who is appointed to serve in the Diocese of York joins 
York Minster’s constitutional Foundation as an ex-officio member of our College 
of Canons. The Archbishop of York formally invested The Right Reverend Dr 
Eleanor Sanderson as the Bishop of Hull at a special Service of Investiture and 
Welcome held in Hull Minster earlier this week.

The next stage of Bishop Eleanor’s appointment to the College of Canons is 
the Admission ceremony, conducted by the Acting Dean. This takes place in a 
specially-convened meeting of the College of Canons held in the Chapter House 
at 3.15 pm today, which follows an ancient liturgical formula.

Oaths are sworn on the York Gospels, brought to York in about 1018 from 
Canterbury where they were written in about the year 1000. The Book of the 
Gospels has been in the possession of the Chapter of York ever since and has 
been used since the Middle Ages for the swearing-in of members of the Minster’s 
Chapter. The oaths are written in various medieval hands in the flysheets, and the 
text of the oaths administered today is the same as that used at the Minster for 
new members of the Chapter and new Canons of York since the Reformation.

With Book, Bread and the Kiss of Charity, the Acting Dean formally receives 
Bishop Eleanor into the College of Canons and allocates her a stall in the Chapter 
House.

The Admission ceremony includes the traditional Chapter Prayer which was 
given to York Minster by the King’s Majesty’s Visitors in 1547. This prayer is used 
during worship and at all meetings of the Chapter of York and the College of 
Canons throughout the year.

The Installation is the final ceremony whereby new members of the College of 
Canons take their place in York Minster’s constitutional Foundation. On this 
occasion, the Installation follows immediately after the Admission, during 
Evensong, which will begin at 4.00 pm. At the moment, on Sundays, this service 
is being held in the Nave. However, at the appropriate time, Bishop Eleanor will 
be formally seated in her assigned stall in the Quire. The Acting Dean will place 
her into her assigned seat, thereby inducting her into the temporalities of her ex-
officio role as a member of the College of Canons of York Minster.
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Order of Evensong

Shortly before the service, the Canon in Residence welcomes the congregation.

At 4.00 pm, a bell is rung, and prayers are sung in the South Quire Aisle.

Please stand as the procession enters the Nave. The Choir sings the Introit. 

Preces

O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. 
Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Music Richard Shephard (1949–2021)

The Installation
The Acting Dean moves to the centre of the Nave platform. Led by the Chapter Clerk, 
Bishop Eleanor is escorted to the Nave platform by the two Presenting Canons.

The Presenting Canons say:

Mr Acting Dean, and Canons of this Cathedral Church, we present to you 

¶ Bishop Eleanor Ruth Sanderson, to be installed as Bishop of Hull.

The Acting Dean says to the Bishop to be installed:

Thank you for your presentation. 

I, Michael Smith, Acting Dean, together with the Canons of this Cathedral 
Church, receive you Eleanor as a fellow member of York Minster’s College of 
Canons: in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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As The Lord’s Prayer ‘Te Inoi a te Ariki’ is sung in te reo Māori, the Acting Dean 
leads Bishop Eleanor to her pro-tempore stall in the Nave.

In the name of God, Amen. 

I assign to you, Eleanor,  
the stall representing the Bishopric of Hull. 

I pray that when you occupy this stall, founded in this Cathedral Church, with 
all and singular the rights, members and appurtenances thereunto belonging, 
you will call to mind the joy, privilege and responsibility of serving God and his 
people in this place. May the Lord give you wisdom, fidelity, courtesy and love in 
your heart and in your deeds.
Amen.

A Canon leads the prayer:

Let us pray.

We pray for the College of Canons,
and for Eleanor as she joins the College;
that all who share the responsibility and the privileges
of the stewardship of this Minster,
the offering of its worship,
and the furtherance of its mission,
may work together as a sign of the kingdom of God
and a witness to the world.
This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Acting Dean blesses Bishop Eleanor as she joins the College of Canons

The love of the Lord Jesus, draw you to himself,
The power of the Lord Jesus, strengthen you in his service,
The joy of the Lord Jesus, fill your heart,
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
rest upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen.
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Evensong continues as the choir sings the psalm. Please sit for the singing of the psalm 
but stand for the final Gloria.

Psalm
O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands : serve the Lord with gladness, and come 

before his presence with a song.
Be ye sure that the Lord he is God : it is he that hath made us, and not we 

ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise : 

be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name.
For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting : and his truth endureth from 

generation to generation.

Please stand.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Psalm 100

Please sit.
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First Lesson
read by Lucy Moore, Head of The Church of England’s Growing Faith Foundation

The First Lesson is written in the Book of Deuteronomy.

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an 
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some 
of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the 
place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall 
go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, ‘Today I declare to 
the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our 
ancestors to give us.’ When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets 
it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this response 
before the Lord your God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went 
down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became 
a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly 
and afflicted us, by imposing hard labour on us, we cried to the Lord, the God 
of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and 
our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; 
and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk 
and honey. So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, 
have given me.’ You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down 
before the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens 
who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your 
God has given to you and to your house. 

Here ends the First Lesson.

Deuteronomy 26. 1–11 

Please stand.
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Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm : he hath scattered the proud, in the 

imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat : and hath exalted the humble and 

meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things : and the rich he hath sent empty 

away.
He remembering his mercy : hath holpen his servant Israel.
As he promised to our forefathers : Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55 ♦ Music Magnificat in D, Edward Bairstow (1874-1946)

Please sit.
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Second Lesson
read by Reverend Rebecca Apperley, Diocese of Wellington, New Zealand

The Second Lesson is written in the Gospel of John.

When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, 
when did you come here?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you are 
looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the 
loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for 
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the 
Father has set his seal.’ Then they said to him, ‘What must we do to perform the 
works of God?’ Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you believe 
in him whom he has sent.’ So they said to him, ‘What sign are you going to give 
us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 
Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, “He gave them 
bread from heaven to eat.” ’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was 
not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives 
you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down 
from heaven and gives life to the world.’ They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread 
always.’

Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

Here ends the Second Lesson.

John 6. 25–35

Please stand.
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Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;
Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2.29–32 ♦ Music Nunc Dimittis in D, Edward Bairstow (1874–1946)

Please remain standing.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Lesser Litany and Responses

The Lord be with you;
and with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Please sit.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. 
Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the King; 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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The Collects 

Keep, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy Church with thy perpetual mercy; and, 
because the frailty of man without thee cannot but fall, keep us ever by thy help 
from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Music Richard Shephard

Please remain seated.

Anthem

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
and be gracious unto you:
the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you, 
and give you peace. Amen.

Words Numbers 6. 24–26
Music John Rutter (b. 1945)

Sermon
given by the The Most Reverend Philip Richardson, 
Bishop of Waikato and Taranaki and Archbishop of the New Zealand Dioceses



Please stand.

Hymn

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
 there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not
 as thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

2. Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
 Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided—
 great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.

3. Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
 sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
join with all nature in manifold witness
 to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

4. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
 thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
 blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Words Thomas Chisholm (1866–1960)
Copyright © 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Company
Tune Faithfulness, am 650, William Runyan (1870–1957)

The Blessing
given by the Archbishop of York

Voluntary
Kiwi Fireworks, Paul Spicer

After the service all are welcome to remain for refreshments in the North Transept.

Some of the material in this Order of Service is reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown. It is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press. Material from Common Worship: Times and Seasons, is copyright © 
2006 The Archbishops’ Council. This compilation is copyright © 2022 The Chapter of York.


