
FORM 4 (Rule 5) 
 

Section 8 of Care of Cathedrals Measure 2011 
Public Notice on application to the Fabric Advisory Committee 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
TAKE NOTICE that the Chapter of the Cathedral Church of: 

 
 
has on this date:  
 
applied to the Fabric Advisory Committee of the said cathedral for approval of the 
following proposal: 

 
 
Summary of the nature of work and its extent (and materials) [or in the case of an  
object, a short description of it and details of the proposal] 
 

 
 

The Cathedral and Metropolitical Church of St Peter in York 
 

To extend the consent for the temporary layout and use of the Lady Chapel; repair the 
sanctuary lamp and delegate to the Chair, in consultation with the Canon Precentor, on a 
replacement glass lamp.   

The temporary layout of the Lady Chapel has been the subject of three previous temporary 
consents following the return of the space to liturgical use in 2018.   We remain some way off a 
permanent solution and a further request is made to FAC for the temporary layout and use of 
the Chapel.   
 
The emerging Liturgical Plan for York Minster proposes that the Lady Chapel should become a 
flexible space which offers a home for small – medium size congregations, and also 
 

• The place where Morning Prayer is said and the daily early morning and midday 
Eucharist’s are celebrated 

• The place where the Sacrament is reserved 
• A chapel capable of accommodating smaller funerals and weddings and occasional 

special services 
• A venue for small concerts and talks which is now more practical with our new AV.   

 
Consideration of how this will be achieved will be set out in the parameters plan which is 
currently being developed and will be brought to FAC in December 2022 together with a 
phasing plan which will set out how the liturgical plan will be implemented.    
 
In addition FAC is asked to approve repairs to the sanctuary lamp and delegate to the Chair, in 
consultation with the Canon Precentor, on a replacement glass lamp.   
 

16th August 2022 



Plans, drawings, specifications or other documents 

Copies of the plans, drawings, specification and other documents accompanying this 
application may be examined online at  

https://yorkminster.org/about-us/statutory-applications/ 

 
From this day: 
 
and until: 
 
 

REPRESENTATIONS 
 
If you wish to make representations about the whole or any part of the proposal 
described in this Notice you should write to the Secretary of the Fabric Advisory 
Committee: insert postal and email address. 
 

 
 
So that it reaches the Secretary not later than: insert a date ending 28 days after the time 
of the commencement of the period for representations. 
 
 

 
 

DIRECTIONS TO CHAPTER 
 
1. This public notice (or a copy of it) must be displayed for a continuous period of 28 days in 
a prominent position inside and outside your cathedral where it is readily visible to the public. 
 
2. A copy of this notice must be sent as follows: 
 
  (a) to the Cathedrals Fabric Commission, and 

(b) if the proposal is of a kind described in section 2(1)(a) of the Measure— 
 (i) to Historic England (formerly English Heritage) 

(ii) to the national amenity societies as applicable (see list on Form 3) 
(iii) to the local planning authority. 

 
 
 

Mr David Demack 
c/o 4 Deangate 
York 
YO1 7JA 
FAC@yorkminster.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

16th August 2022 

13th September 2022 

https://yorkminster.org/about-us/statutory-applications/
mailto:FAC@yorkminster.org


 
 

 
 
TITLE:     Lady Chapel – Renewal Temporary Consent  
DATE OF MEETING: 8th September 2022 
AGENDA ITEM:    
PAPER FROM:    Alexander McCallion, Director of Works & Precinct 
 
Brief Summary of Agenda Item: 
 
The temporary layout of the Lady Chapel has been the subject of three previous 
temporary consents following the return of the space to liturgical use in 2018.   
We remain some way off a permanent solution and a further request is made to 
FAC for the temporary layout and the Chapel.   
 
FAC is asked to:  
 
Approve: the recommendations included in the paper 
 

• FAC approve a 3 year temporary consent for the use of the Lady Chapel to 
allow further time for a permanent scheme to be developed through the 
emerging liturgical plan.  
 

• FAC given permission for the repair of the sanctuary lamp and delegate to 
the Chair in consultation with the Canon Precentor on a replacement glass 
lamp.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
1.0 Introduction  
 
1.1 The Lady Chapel, St Stephen’s and All Saint’s Chapels were out of liturgical use 

from 2008 to 2018 during the restoration of the Great East Window.  In June 
2017 FAC approved temporary plans for the Lady Chapel to allow the space to 
be brought back into liturgical use from Q1 2018.  The minutes of the June 
2017 FAC are recorded as: 
 

1.2 Lady Chapel – Kathryn Blacker produced a paper in which Chapter proposed to 
adopt a temporary layout for the Lady Chapel to allow experiment and time 
for permanent proposals to be properly worked out. That would also give the 
clergy, none of whom had used the Lady Chapel, a chance to familiarise 
themselves with it.  

 

The FAC approved the proposals as a temporary solution, though John Gough 
noted that the use of folding chairs made kneeling difficult and therefore had 
liturgical implications worthy of consideration. 

 

1.3 In March 2018, a further temporary application was brought to FAC which 
included plans to create a temporary altar platform.  Consent was given and 
the platform was installed for use in September 2018.  The minutes of FAC are 
recorded as: 
 

1.4 Lady Chapel Temporary Arrangements – The FAC was informed that Chapter 
had very recently made an application for the installation of a temporary 
altar-platform incorporating the large marble mensa at present used as a 
floor-slab in the Lady Chapel pending decisions on the permanent furnishing of 
the Chapel. The installation would involve the construction of a platform of 
kiln-dried English oak around and incorporating the mensa, of a total size of 
4420 mm wide, 3048 mm deep, and 380 mm high. A step with a single tread 
would be placed on either side of the platform.   The committee asked if a 
cavetto could be added under the bull nose on the steps. 

 



 
 

As part of the temporary arrangements, some of the 
wooden chairs currently in use in the back half of the nave would be used to 
provide seating.  

 
2.0 Current Arrangements  
 
2.1 The emerging Liturgical Plan for York Minster proposes that the Lady Chapel 

should become a flexible space which offers a home for small – medium size 
congregations, and also: 

 
• The place where Morning Prayer is said and the daily early morning and 

midday Eucharist’s are celebrated 
• The place where the Sacrament is reserved 
• A chapel capable of accommodating smaller funerals and weddings and 

occasional special services 
• A venue for small concerts and talks which is now more practical with our 

new AV.   
 

2.2 Consideration of how this will be achieved will be set out in the parameters 
plan which is currently being developed and will be brought to FAC in 
December 2022 together with a phasing plan which will set out how the 
liturgical plan will be implemented.    

 
2.3 The reality is that the Nave will take priority and it is likely to be at least 3 

years until funding is available to focus on the Lady Chapel.  Until then, we will 
need to rely on existing furniture which is further complicated by the 
temporary scaffold in place until summer 2023 to facilities works to S3 and S4.       

 
2.4 We are all clear that whatever is placed in the Lady Chapel must not be 

allowed to detract from the impact of the Great East Window and so it was 
decided that under the temporary arrangements the beach chairs would be 
used, set out in a chevron style.     

 
2.5 In 2021, FAC approved a further 12 month extension of the 2018 consent 

which expires at the end of September 2022.  FAC is now asked to extend the 
temporary consent for a further 3 years.  We are seeking permission for:   

 



 
 

1. Oak altar dais to remain in situ.   
2. The current altar to remain in use, with a condition that it must not be 

removed from the dais.   
3. Wooden beach chairs to be used for congregational seating with an 

understanding numbers may need to flex for particular services.   
4. Kneelers to be returned. 
5. St Stephen’s Chapel to remain as the children’s chapel in its current layout. 
6. All Saint’s Chapel to be returned to liturgical use following the removal of 

the scaffold in summer 2023.   
 
2.6 Permission is also sought to repair the sanctuary lamp lifting mechanism and 

to replace the existing glass lamp with a more delicate alternative so the 
candle flame can be seen.    FAC is asked to delegate this particular decision to 
the Chair in consultation with the Canon Precentor.   

 
3.0 Recommendation  
 
3.1 It is recommended that:  
 

• FAC approve a 3 year temporary consent for the use of the Lady Chapel to 
allow further time for a permanent scheme to be developed through the 
emerging liturgical plan.  
 

• FAC give permission for the repair of the sanctuary lamp and delegate to 
the Chair in consultation with the Canon Precentor on a replacement glass 
lamp.   
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