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York Minster Fund Summer Newsletter Summer Issue 2022

ORGA N R ECI TA L SER IE S

Thursday 21 July:  Organist Nathan Laube

Thursday 28 July:  Organist Benjamin Morris

Thursday 4 August:  Organist David Briggs

Thursday 11 August:  Organist Margaret Phillips

Thursday 18 August:  Organist Robert Sharpe

Start time for all performances: 7pm

Jubilee Platinum and Light Show
19-27th October 2022
Tickets on sale now

VERDI: REQUIEM  The Hallé and Hallé Choir
Saturday 29th October, 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
01751 475 777 box.office@ryedalefestival.com

York Minster Carol Concerts 
Thursday 8th December and Friday 9th December
See York Minster website later in summer  
for ticket release dates

MEE T. . .  
L OU ISA  HO OD

Louisa joined York Minster as Head of Precinct in 
December 2021.  She reports to the Director of Works 
and Precinct on all matters related to the fabric of the 
cathedral, facilities and buildings within the Precinct, 
as well as all estate matters within the precinct.  In 
practice, this means managing the care of Chapter’s 
investment and own-use property portfolios as well 
as its 7 hectare estate, including works in the Minster 
itself that are not related to stone.  Louisa manages 
a team of skilled tradespeople and enjoys the mix of 
strategic and operational activity that her role involves.  

Prior to joining York Minster, Louisa worked for  
City of York Council where she managed care of and 
access to the City Walls. Before that, she was Assistant 
Curator for the National Trust at Stowe Landscape 
Gardens and held a research post at Tate.  Louisa has 
been awarded degrees in art and architectural history  
by the Universities of Manchester, Exeter and the 
Courtauld Institute of Art.  

Louisa was born in North Yorkshire and completed  
her sixth form studies in York, so feels at home 
in the city and her role.

W ELCOME FROM 
THE DIR ECTOR
The summer has arrived and for the first time in a 
couple of years York Minster feels like it is getting 
back to normal again. The city and the cathedral 
are buzzing with visitors and we have been able to 
hold events without having to restrict numbers. This 
edition features our first major fundraiser in over two 
years, The Platinum and Light Dinner. The dinner 
culminated in the premiere of a spectacular new light 
projection which will be returning to the Minster this 
October so that many more people can experience it.

We are also pleased to welcome Louisa Hood, 
the new Head of Precinct, as we continue to work 
with the Chapter of York on the development of 
the areas around the Minster, and specifically 
the Centre of Excellence for heritage skills.  

It feels like a long time since such normality has  
been possible and I would like to take this opportunity  
to thank all of you for your support through these  
difficult years. With your help we have been able 
to continue our work and maintain the skills 
needed to conserve this wonderful building.

N E I L  S A N D E R S O N
Director of York Minster Fund
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Join internationally renowned musicians for a 
special series of recitals celebrating the return 
of York Minster’s Grand Organ following its 
£2m, once-in-a-century refurbishment.

The inaugural recital series will take place on Thursday 
evenings and feature world-renowned organists including 
leading American performer Nathan Laube, acclaimed and 
much sought-after organist David Briggs and one of Britain’s 
most outstanding concert organists Margaret Phillips.

York Minster’s own acclaimed musicians – Robert Sharpe, 
Director of Music, and Benjamin Morris, Assistant 
Director of Music, who are both experienced soloists 
performing in the UK and abroad – complete the line-up.

The Grand Organ returned to use at the cathedral 
in March 2021 following the multi-million pound 
refurbishment – the first of its kind since 1903 – but 
the inaugural recital series to celebrate its return was 
delayed to summer 2022 due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Tickets for the recitals are available via the York 
Minster Box Office priced at £12, with a combined 
ticket price of £50 for all five recitals. A concession 
ticket price of £5 for under-27s is also available.

See Dates for your Diary for more details.

THE GR A ND  
ORGA N R ETUR NS – 
INAUGUR A L R ECITA L  
SER IES 2022
21 Jul - 18 Aug 22

To celebrate their 30th Anniversary, Jim and Kate 
Boothroyd brought their whole family to the  
Platinum and Light Dinner.  
Jim says:

“What a wonderful evening. This was a  
family affair, celebrating a 30th Wedding 
Anniversary, a 21st and 25th birthday,  
a graduation and new careers! We love  
to support the Minster and winning the 
raffle this time...Wow!”
Congratulations to all of them!

A FA MILY A FFA IR

Matthew Boothroyd winning the Platinum Raffle
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