FA R E W E L L
T O T WO G R E AT
SU PP ORT E R S
DICK R EI D OBE
19 3 4-2 0 2 1
Dick Reid was an
internationally renowned
sculptor and stone carver.
After serving as a captain
in the army, he set up
his first wood and stone
carving workshop in York,
which became a centre of excellence
and training, aiming to revive and foster
the work of carvers and stonemasons
and encourage young people to enter
the profession. His work through the
London based Worshipful Company
of Masons was particularly influential
in helping to get individual talent
recognised nationally.
Among numerous other high profile
projects, Dick worked as conservator on
the fire damage at York Minster and at
Windsor Castle, on restoration at Fairfax
House and on many churches in York.
A former Governor of the Merchant
Adventurers in York, he was awarded a
doctorate from the University of York
and made an OBE in recognition of
his contribution to the art and craft of
masonry and sculpture.

RICHARD MARRIOT T
19 3 0 -2 0 2 1
Richard Marriott was
involved with the Fund
from its inception in 1967,
having been a Trustee
of the Minster Fund
steering group. Richard
moved north when he ceased
full- time employment in the City
of London where he was involved in
financial services. He spent a number of
years with Mullens & Co. a well-known
Merchant Bank. He was a regular soldier
for a short time and later joined the TA.
Towards the end of his time with the
latter he commanded the Artists’ Rifles,
the TA (SAS) regiment. During his years
in the East Riding of Yorkshire he was
Lord Lieutenant of the county and, a few
years before that, also the High Sheriff.
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ST CUTHBERT TA LK S
– BE T T E R L AT E T H A N N E V E R !
Many of you have been in touch about
the St Cuthbert talks, due to take place
the day after the country went into
lockdown all those months ago. You
will be pleased to know that new dates
have been announced: Thursday 22nd
July and Thursday 9th September.
Featuring the world expert on the St
Cuthbert Window, Dr Katie Harrison, these
talks will uncover weird and wonderful
stories of the North’s favourite Saint, all
inspired by the unique stained glass that
is undergoing conservation at present.
You will be invited to the evening
service, followed by a private viewing
of the upcoming St Cuthbert Window
exhibition, due to open in June.
Dr Harrison’s talk will be followed
by a Q&A so you can ask all those
questions you have been pondering for the last 12 months! The
talks will also be available online for all to access from home.
Tickets are free, but will be limited in line with Government
guidance so please check the Minster website closer to the
time for details about how to book. Questions should be
sent to Danny Knight at: hlfglass@yorkminster.org.

DATE S FOR YOUR
DI A RY
(restrictions permitting)
Please check the York Minster website for further details
and to reconfirm timings: www.yorkminster.org
Opening of a new St Cuthbert
window exhibition in the
South Quire Aisle
June 10th
Opening of an exhibition of
photographs of the restoration
of the York Minster Organ
June 14th
Talk on the history of the York
Minster Organ and Book Launch
by Nicholas Thistlethwaite
June 19th
Talk on the restoration of York
Minster Organ by Harrison
and Harrison, organ restorers
July 3rd
Church House, Ogleforth
York, YO1 7JN
01904 557245

Talk on the St Cuthbert
Window by Dr Katie Harrison
July 22nd
Evensong and talk to launch
the tercentenary celebration
of Grinling Gibbons
August 1st
Talk on the St Cuthbert
Window by Dr Katie Harrison
September 9th
Memorial Service
for Dr Richard Shephard
September 30th, 11am

Welcome to the York Minster
Fund Spring Newsletter

W ELCOME
TO THE YOR K
MINSTER
FUND SPR ING
NEWSLET TER
In what continue to be very strange
times, sharing news and stories
has become difficult but ever more
important. We miss those opportunities
to bump into people for a chat, or
to meet an old friend at an event or
service. Whether the news is good or
bad, it keeps us connected to each other.
Sadly, the last few months have seen
the loss of three great supporters of the
Fund, Richard Marriott, Dick Reid, and
my predecessor Richard Shephard, a
colossus of the Minster. Each will be
remembered here.
There is, however, some good news to
share - the completion of the Grand
Organ project, the opening of a new St
Cuthbert exhibition and the resumption,
if ever so tentatively, of events and life in
the Minster. I hope you enjoy our news
and I look forward to the day, sometime
soon I hope, when we can meet and chat
once again in the place we all love: York
Minster.
We start with a message of hope
from the Dean…

Annual YMF Carol Concerts
December 9th / 10th

ymf.yorkminster.org
ymf@yorkminster.org
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DE A R F R I E N D S A N D SU PP ORT E R S
OF T H E YOR K M I N S T E R F U N D
In Dean’s Park, at the North Side
of York Minster, signs of new life
are beginning to appear.
Snowdrops and crocuses announce
the coming of spring. The
gardeners are back, with Easter in
their steps, they are eager to get on:
not so ready as before lockdown
to pause for a chat, for there’s
Lenten work to do, time to redeem.
Like the nation in microcosm,
Dean’s Park is stirring from
sleep, awakening from its long
hibernation.
From Dean’s Park familiar sounds
have taken flight again, but with
new clarity. The peregrines will
no doubt make their presence felt
in good time, but, for now, it’s the
voice of the Grand Organ that
can be heard, summoned to life
by its musicians, notes leaping
through stone and glass. Its once in
a generation restoration complete,
made possible by the extraordinary
generosity of so many of you, the
Grand Organ stands ready to
voice creation’s praise, to express
in its own distinctive way, our
thanksgiving for the gift of life,
for creativity and for the sheer
resilience of love. We are coming
through something, together.
I want to take this opportunity
to offer heartfelt thanks to the
supporters of the York Minster Fund.

YMF has been a true friend to
the Minster as we have faced the
pandemic and its consequences.
Through the long months of
lockdown the dedicated YMF team
has given the Minster’s Governing
Body unflagging support.
As Dean, I was determined to
find a way to ensure that, in the
midst of a financial crisis for the
Minster, planned restoration of the
Minster should continue. It was
through partnership with a highly
skilled and creative YMF team
that, together, we have found ways
to continue, almost undeflected,
with our long term and planned
approach to restoration. I cannot
begin to do justice, in a few brief
words, to the appreciation felt by
members of the Chapter of York
for the quality and fruitfulness
of the relationship we enjoy with
YMF, for the generosity of all of
you, YMF’s many supporters, and
for the work of YMF’s Director,
Neil Sanderson, Chair of Trustees,
Richard Shaw and Trustees.
Signs of new life are beginning to
appear, and we are coming through
something, together.

T HE RT R EV D DR
JONAT H A N H FROS T
Dean of York

CELEBR ATING THE COMPLETION
OF THE ORGA N R ESTOR ATION

Image: The Restored Grand Organ - reproduced with kind permission
from Duncan Lomax, Ravage Productions

We are excited to invite you to YMF’s first events of 2021,
celebrating the launch of the upcoming organ book and
the completion of the Grand Organ restoration project.
On Saturday 19th June, author Dr Nicholas Thistlethwaite will
lead us through 800 years of the Grand Organ, before he joins
‘in conversation’ with the Minster’s Director of Music, Robert
Sharpe. Tickets £5, free to book subscribers and patrons.
On Saturday 3rd
July, we will be
joined by a panel of
experts who have
been integral to the
success of the organ
restoration, including
artisans, musicians
and engineers. Tickets
£5, free to patrons.
Attendees to both
events will be invited
Image: The Restored Grand Organ to the evening
reproduced with kind permission from
service to witness
Duncan Lomax, Ravage Productions
the Grand Organ,
before a private viewing of stunning photography taken during
the restoration. Both talks will close with a Q&A. Worried about
attending in person? The entire talk will be available online
via the Minster website so you won’t have to miss a moment.

L IG H T, G L A S S & STONE:
CONSERV ING THE ST
CU THBERT W INDOW
This Summer,
an exciting new
exhibition opens
at York Minster:
‘Light, Glass &
Stone: Conserving
the St Cuthbert
Window’.
St Cuthbert (died
687AD) was the
pre-eminent saint
of northern
Image: 13b St Cuthbert predicts
England.
and receives food from an eagle
The exquisite
St Cuthbert Window tells the story of
his life and miracles through a series of
richly decorated stained glass panels.
Commissioned about 1440, in its beauty,
detail and technique it is one of the
finest surviving examples of the art of
medieval glaziers and stonemasons.
A major programme of conservation work
on the window is ensuring its survival
for future generations. The exhibition
will explore the creation of the window
in the mid-15th century and its stunning
depicting of episodes in St Cuthbert’s life.
It will reveal the highly specialist work
of York Glaziers Trust and the masons
of the Minster’s Stoneyard to conserve
and protect it. Featuring original stained
glass panels, animations, and scenes
from illuminated manuscripts, and new
research into the window’s design and
history, the exhibition will immerse visitors
in the light, colour and beauty of the
window, and the world of St Cuthbert.

MINSTER
MEMOR IES

R ICH A R D SH EPH A R D R E M E M BER ED
Article by Sir Ronald Cooke FRGS DL
Image: The Minster, York – reproduced
with kind permissiaon from Gillian Roberts

“I am a painter and have been
making paintings of York Minster
from both inside and outside for
roughly 40 years. I was delighted
that two examples of my work
were included in the York Minster
Revealed Exhibition at the Minster
library in 2007.
I find the Minster and the activities
which take place in and around it to
be an unfailing source of both visual
and mental inspiration. During
the hours spent drawing I have
been conscious of the daily life and
worship which take place in York
Minster happening around me.”
Gillian Roberts, RSMA

Richard Shephard sadly died on Saturday, February 20, after a long
struggle with motor neurone disease. He will be remembered by all of us
as a flying buttress of the Minster for many decades, as a chorister and
leader of evensongs, as a Chamberlain and Vicar Choral and member
of the Chapter, as a very successful Head of the Minster School, and
as an extraordinary fundraiser. He combined all these roles, apparently
effortlessly, with professionalism, irrepressible humour, kindness, and
compassion. He orchestrated many Minster events, some of national
importance, such as the hugely popular Christmas carol concerts ( for
which he selected most of the texts, and invited many distinguished
speakers), and the Millennium Mystery Plays ( for which he composed and
conducted the music). So much of his work was quiet, modest, generous,
and behind the scenes (literally in the case of the Mystery Plays).
Many of us will never forget his indefatigable, relentless, charming and
imaginative fundraising efforts through the York Minster Fund which
ultimately secured the Great East Window and many other good Minster
causes. To this end, Richard organised dinners, receptions, exhibitions, auctions,
lectures, scaffolding tours, and surely he alone could have achieved the turfing
of the nave! The many who gave to the Fund will remember that Richard
never forgot people’s generosity: he always thanked them personally, and very
often sustained his friendships with them through his remarkable network.
Richard’s distinguished career extended well beyond the Minster precincts,
and included his work at Salisbury and Gloucester cathedrals and numerous
churches. He was a vigorous supporter of the Archbishop of York’s Youth
Trust, he advised the Hamish Ogston Foundation on its music initiatives,
and he played a vital role in York Music Society. The Ryedale Festival,
the Leeds Piano Festival and the Heslington Foundation all appreciated
his chairmanship and his proverbially short and efficient meetings.
Richard is known locally as a conductor and singer. But nationally and
internationally he will be remembered as a consummate and significant
composer, especially of church music, and his eucharistic settings, anthems,
oratorios and versions of the Magnificat and Nunc Dimitis. He also published
a formidable output of orchestral pieces, choral works, incidental music
and compositions for friends’ special occasions, musicals, chamber music,
operettas and operas. His children’s operas and musicals are especially
popular in the USA, and his church music is often to be heard worldwide.

Thanks to the hard work and expertise of countless individuals,
alongside your generous support, the Organ Restoration
Project has carried on throughout all the trials of the last
year. The Grand Organ will return stronger than ever in 2021,
and this is the perfect opportunity to celebrate its revival.
They are sure to be nights to remember, filled with rich
detail and expertise. Tickets will be limited in line with
Government guidance, so please check the Minster website
closer to the time for details about how to book.

To get in touch and share your
Minster Memories, please email
Danny Knight at: hlfglass@
yorkminster.org

We look forward to seeing you there!
Image: 17d St Cuthbert predicts the end of a storm

We shall miss sorely his altruism and selflessness, his humility and
energy, his insatiable appetite for friendship, his networking and his
entertaining. Despite all his kaleidoscopic activities, he also managed
to complete The Daily Telegraph crossword each day, look after his
cats, and collect pictures and catifacts. His grotesque overlooking us,
the Great East Window, and newly established choral scholarships in
his name by the Minster are amongst his memorials. And a Richard
Shephard Music Foundation has been created to reflect his wish to
provide music education in primary schools, initially in North Yorkshire.

