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31 January 2021 

    EPIPHANY 4 

 

Inviting everyone to discover God’s love   

through our welcome,  

worship,  

learning and work 

 

Updates for worship 

To help keep people safe we have taken the decision to close the Minster 

for public worship and private prayer. The clergy will carry on the pattern 

of daily prayer. If you would like prayers said, please email 

prayer@yorkminster.org  

Details of livestreamed worship, streamed from the Minster, are below. 

We are delighted that from this Sunday some of our adult singers will be 

returning to add their voices to worship in the Minster.   

Worship on 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Livestreamed Worship 

11.00 am Eucharist 

Rev. 12. 1-5a; Mark 1. 21-38 

4.00 pm A liturgy for Candlemas with the Archbishop of York 

Heb. 2. 14-18; Luke 2. 22-40 

mailto:prayer@yorkminster.org


Zoom Worship 

10.00 am Holy Communion 

For details of zoom worship please email the Revd Catriona Cumming 

 at succentor@yorkminster.org 

Online Worship 

Weekday Worship 

Zoom Worship 

The pattern of worship on Zoom is, Monday–Friday: 

8.00 am – Morning Prayer 

5.00 pm – Evening Prayer 

Candlemas 

Archbishop Stephen will preside at an act of worship for the Feast of 

Candlemas, which will be livestreamed from York Minster this Sunday at 

4.00 pm. 

Candlemas, marks the end of the season of Christmas and Epiphany and 

recalls the Presentation of Christ in the temple forty days after his birth. 

In their old age, the prophets Simeon and Anna who witnessed the event, 

recognised the child Jesus as their Lord.  Jesus is proclaimed as the Light 

of the World and at the same time, there is a hint of his future suffering 

as he turns from the crib to the cross.  The service of Candlemas allows us 

to hold on to Christ, the Light of the World and to pray for the light of 

God’s love to shine upon us and the world in all of its need. Those 

watching the service are encouraged to light a candle and pray for the 

blessing of light in the year ahead.  You can join York Minster’s Candlemas 

Service in the following ways: 

Sunday 31 January at 4.00 pm at www.yorkminster.org and on our 

YouTube channel.  The Order of Service will also be available for 

download. 

mailto:succentor@yorkminster.org
http://www.yorkminster.org/
https://youtu.be/z72exOqoy2c


The service will be streamed again on Tuesday 2 February (Feast of 

Candlemas), via our Facebook and YouTube channel and will then be 

available on both platforms for viewing at any time.  

Reflection from Canon Michael 

Almost a year into the pandemic, the news of that terrible milestone – 

more than 100,000 deaths – was hard to hear. Interviewed on 

Wednesday morning by Georgey Spanswick for BBC Radio York’s 

breakfast show, Canon Michael Smith reflected on the joint letter from 

the Archbishops of Canterbury and York about the loss of so many 

people, and the pastoral support for the bereaved that has continued 

throughout the pandemic. Click on the link below and scroll forward to 

1:12:25 to hear Michael on Georgey’s show 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p093w6gm. 

Teatime Parables 

Teatime Parables is back at 4.00 pm on Wednesday 3 February. We will 

be taking a fresh look at The Good Samaritan Luke 10. 25-37 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87241313839?pwd=b2FpMXdRUFdGd2JtYW

1XZElCS2J2Zz09 

Meeting ID: 872 4131 3839 Passcode: 780502 

One tap mobile +442030512874 

        +44 203 051 2874 United Kingdom 

Meeting ID: 872 4131 3839 Passcode: 780502 

Neighbourhood Plan 

In January 2020 we consulted on the Pre-Submission Draft 

Neighbourhood Plan.  The approved Plan was broadly very well received 

by the city and local community.  The process has been on hold since 

March 2020 in light of the Covid-19 crisis, a key consequence of which has 

been the closure of the Minster School.   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p093w6gm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87241313839?pwd=b2FpMXdRUFdGd2JtYW1XZElCS2J2Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87241313839?pwd=b2FpMXdRUFdGd2JtYW1XZElCS2J2Zz09


As a result, the Neighbourhood Plan needs to be amended to take 

account of the school estate which means a significant change to Area 1 

of the Plan (the area to the south of the Minster).   As this is a material 

change to the Pre-Submission Draft, the York Minster Neighbourhood 

Forum is required under the Neighbourhood Plan Regulations to place 

the revised draft on public deposit.   We have taken this opportunity to 

also amend the plan in light of the consultation responses received in 

January 2020.   Due to national restrictions, the consultation will be 

conducted online at https://yorkminster.org/about-us/master-

planning/  and will run until Midnight on Sunday 14 February. We are 

grateful for your comments.  Alex McCallion, Director of Works & Precinct  

Cathedrals’ Workshop Fellowship and the Hamish Ogston Foundation 

join forces to fund trainee masons and joiners at English cathedrals. 

As part of a longer-term investment aimed at keeping alive the specialist 

skills needed to repair and maintain our cathedrals, the Hamish Ogston 

Foundation (HOF) has joined forces with the Cathedrals’ Workshop 

Fellowship (CWF), to fund twenty-one stonemasonry and joinery trainees 

at English cathedrals in 2021.  

Emergency funding of £535,000 will give the 21 trainees, and their 

employers, stability at a time of uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 

pandemic. Without this support, some of the trainees would have had to 

call a halt to their studies and others would have faced redundancy, with 

the strong likelihood that their skills would have been lost to the heritage 

sector. 

At York Minster, the new funding will enable the recruitment of five new 

trainee stonemasons and will also support two of the Minster’s current 

students, plumber Trevor Foots and stonemason James Digger through 

the remainder of their studies this year.  

Welcoming news of the funding, Trevor said:  “The funding from the HOF 

will mean I can continue to receive the training through the CWF. This 

course has meant I have learnt and seen more than I otherwise would 

have done in my role at the Minster”.  

https://yorkminster.org/about-us/master-planning/
https://yorkminster.org/about-us/master-planning/


Stonemason James said: “Honestly, I have been quite stressed about the 

start of Level 5 of my course as I am currently furloughed, I have no 

access to the archives, and I am unable to communicate with a number of 

colleagues that would be excellent sources of information. It is a great 

relief to hear that the Hamish Ogston Foundation support will enable the 

course to continue online for the rest of this year, this has allowed me to 

settle and enjoy the lectures, really absorbing the information with which 

we have been provided. The future modules no longer seem quite as 

daunting, and I am now rather excited for the year ahead”. 

 Kathryn Blacker, Chapter Steward said:  “The CWF and the skills it 

supports have been cherished and nurtured here at York Minster for over 

twenty years. We are committed to developing our current cohort of 

talented craftspeople and to ensuring the Minster’s Works Department 

continues to enable opportunities, hone traditional craft skills and blend 

new technologies for generations to come. The news of this generous 

support from the Hamish Ogston Foundation ensures this unique scheme 

will be secure for the next five years.”  

The funding marks the first phase of a five-year, £2.8m HOF/CWF project 

to expand heritage training at English cathedrals. Even before the 

pandemic, many cathedrals were reaching crisis point, with no dedicated 

public funding to help them address the backlog of repairs. Their financial 

position has been made much worse by COVID-19, in the wake of which it 

is unlikely that any cathedral will have the money to take on heritage 

craft trainees in the short term. The HOF/CWF Craft Training project, 

details of which will be published shortly, will be key to maintaining the 

flow of skilled craftspeople on whom the future of our cathedrals 

depends. 

  



York Minster’s contribution for Holocaust Memorial Day 2021  

To mark Holocaust Memorial Day York Minster produced a short video 

filmed by Canon Maggie McLean, with musical reflection composed and 

played by Assistant Director of Music, Benjamin Morris.  The video was 

released on Wednesday 27 January and is on the Minster’s website.  An 

extract was used on BBC Look North’s late news.  Click on the link below 

to see the film:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DW0BC-P6_PE&feature=youtu.be 

 

 

Community Action 

Laptops for school children  
Rachel and Jeff Barber are still looking for redundant laptops. Please 

contact Rachel Barber via rachel.barber.york@gmail.com if you think you 

can help. 
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