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Welcome

A warm welcome to York Minster and to this online expression of Choral 
Evensong. Welcome if you are a regular worshipper and know the Minster 
well, and welcome if you are experiencing this building and this form of 
worship for the first time today.

In this service we are immersed in the words of scripture, spoken and sung, 
and we are given time and space to lose ourselves in prayer and come closer to 
God.

We now keep a moment of silence to rest in God’s presence before the service 
begins.

Order of Service

A bell is rung and this prayer is sung:

Peace be to this house ♦ And to all that dwell in it.
This is the day which the Lord hath made ♦ We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Let us pray.

O Lord, our God, who knowest all hearts, be merciful to us sinners and 
graciously assist us in our ministry before thee, that so we may offer a service 
and sacrifice well-pleasing in thy sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

This is none other than the house of God ♦ This is the gate of heaven. 

Preces
O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. 
Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.
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Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd ♦ therefore can I lack nothing.
He shall feed me in a green pasture ♦ and lead me forth beside the waters of 

comfort.
He shall convert my soul ♦ and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness, for 

his Name’s sake.
Yea, thou I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil ♦ 

for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me.
Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me ♦ thou hast 

anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full.
But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life ♦ and 

I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

First Lesson
Genesis 1. 24–25

And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle 
and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was 
so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of 
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good.

Magnificat
My soul doth magnify the Lord ♦ and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded ♦ the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold from henceforth ♦ all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me ♦ and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him ♦ throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm ♦ he hath scattered the proud, in the 

imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat ♦ and hath exalted the humble 

and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things ♦ and the rich he hath sent empty 

away.
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He remembering his mercy ♦ hath holpen his servant Israel.
As he promised to our forefathers ♦ Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55 ♦ Music Plainchant

Second Lesson
Matthew 6. 25–29

Jesus said: ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 
or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying 
add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I 
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.’

Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace ♦ according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation ♦ which thou hast prepared before the 

face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles ♦ and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2.29–32 ♦ Music Plainchant
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The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lesser Litany, Responses and Collects
The Lord be with you;
and with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. 
Amen.
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O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen; 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

O God, you ever delight to reveal yourself to the childlike and lowly of heart: 
grant that, following the example of the blessed Francis, we may count the 
wisdom of this world as foolishness and know only Jesus Christ and him 
crucified, who is alive an reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and ever.
Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen.
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Anthem
O all ye Works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord: 
praise him, and magnify him for ever.
O ye Angels of the Lord, bless ye the Lord:
O ye Heavens, bless ye the Lord:
O ye Waters that be above the Firmament, bless ye the Lord:
O all ye Powers of the Lord, bless ye the Lord:
O ye Sun and Moon, O ye Stars of Heaven,
O ye Showers and Dew, O ye Winds of God,
O ye Fire and Heat, bless ye the Lord:
O ye Winter and Summer, O ye Dews and Frosts,
O ye Frost and Cold, O ye Ice and Snow, bless ye the Lord:
O ye Nights and Days, O ye Light and Darkness 
O ye Lightnings and Clouds, bless ye the Lord:
O let the Earth bless the Lord:
yea, let it praise him, and magnify him for ever.
O ye Mountains and Hills, O all ye Green Things upon the Earth,
O ye Wells, O ye Seas and Floods, bless ye the Lord:
O ye Whales, and all that move in the Waters, 
O all ye Fowls of the Air, O all ye Beasts and Cattle,
O ye Children of Men, bless ye the Lord:
O let Israel bless the Lord: O ye Priests of the Lord,
O ye Servants of the Lord, bless ye the Lord:
O ye Spirits and Souls of the Righteous,
O ye holy and humble Men of heart, bless ye the Lord: 
O Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, bless ye the Lord: 
praise him, and magnify him for ever.
Let us bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost;
Let us praise and exalt him for ever.
Blessed art thou, O Lord, in the firmament of heaven:
praised above all for ever.

Words Book of Common Prayer (1662) 
and the Liturgy of the Episcopal Church in Scotland (1929)
Music Francis Jackson (b. 1917)



Meet the Minster Pet Community

Voluntary
Sarabande (from A Georgian Suite)  Francis Jackson

played by Robert Sharpe

Some of the material in this Order of Service is reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown. It is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press. Material from Common Worship: Times and Seasons, is copyright © 
2006 The Archbishops’ Council. This compilation is copyright © 2020 The Chapter of York.


