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YORK MINSTER –  

PROPOSALS FOR REORDERING OF THE LADY CHAPEL 

REPORT BY SURVEYOR OF THE FABRIC 

Introduction 

 

The photograph shown above is a view looking downwards into the Lady Chapel from a scaffold that 

had been erected in the North Aisle.  It shows the Lady Chapel as it was previously furnished and is 

also a clear picture of the very large altar platform and steps that were constructed in the late 20th 

Century.   

It became necessary to remove the altar platform in order to allow the East Front repair project to 

proceed as it was vital to ensure that the heavy internal scaffold loads could be properly distributed 

without damage to below ground burials and above ground ledger stones etc.  The platform and steps 

were removed, but the very large black marble Mensa stone (visible to the rear of the altar table in 

the photograph) could not be moved because of its sheer size and weight and also its importance.  

This had previously been the Mensa for an altar that was removed under the direction of Dean Milner-

White.   The Mensa stone was retained as an element of paving for the later platform and it remains 

in this position today. 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

Photograph 2 (above) shows the Mensa stone in its present position, directly abutting the external 

wall at the base of the reredos.  It can be seen that the Mensa stone is supported on small brickwork 

piers.  It is exactly 48” wide and 14ft 6” long.  The edges of the Mensa have a 40mm deep square arris; 

below which is a simple cyma moulding.  It is positioned to be exactly 15” above floor level. 

 

After discussion, it has been agreed that it is simply too heavy to move, but that it can remain in its 

present position to form part of a new altar platform. 

 

Proposals for New Altar Platform 

It has been agreed that the new altar platform must be large enough to accommodate a typical Tudor 

oak altar table (one of which is believed to be one of the items stored at Beverley and which will be 

inspected shortly).  It is not intended to have a credence table or any clergy chairs on the platform, 

but the platform must be wide enough for the president to be able to stand behind the altar table and 

in front of it and also to be able to serve communion to those persons kneeling at the edge of the 

platform.   

It has therefore been agreed that the platform should be as wide as the existing Mensa (14ft 6” wide) 

and have an overall depth of 10 feet.  It has also been agreed that the altar platform should be 

demountable and movable, but that when it is in place, it should fit up against the existing Mensa 

stone and stand to the front of it.  
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This means that those approaching the altar platform to receive communion would be able to kneel 

quite comfortably on the edge of the new platform as it will be a single step 15” high.  There would 

be no altar rail but hassocks can be provided. 

It therefore follows that the demountable part of the altar platform would be 14 ft 6” wide and 6ft 

deep, so that when it is placed directly against the existing Mensa it will produce an overall depth of 

10 ft.   

The new demountable altar platform will be made in three equally sized sections, which can be 

secretly fixed together before being placed in position.  We are devising a method of secretly fixing 

the demountable platform to the front face of the Mensa platform, so that the ensemble is tightly 

joined together and unable to move or shift when in use. 

The new altar platform is to be made from kiln dried English oak with the timber being selected so 

that it is all quarter cut.  This makes it very resilient and sturdy and similar timber was used for the 

construction of the new lift shaft enclosure in the South Transept (see illustration 3 below).  It is 

proposed to stain the timber with a dark colour so that it will be sympathetic to the colour of the 

Tudor altar table, which inevitably will also be of a dark oak colour. 

 

The existing floor of the Lady Chapel is level and in good condition, apart from a few surface blemishes 

where the older altar platform used to be.  We therefore propose to make sure that each of the 

sections of the new altar platform has a rubber strip base on the underside of each of its timbers so 

that when it is positioned on the floor, it will be firmly in position and this will also reduce noise from 

persons walking about on it.   
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Further noise reduction would be achieved by installing acoustic installation inside the platform, glued 

in place. 

It will be necessary to adapt the existing brick supports underneath the present black stone Mensa so 

that they do not project forwards making it difficult to fit the new altar platform in place.  

It will also be necessary to clad the underside of the existing Mensa (below the base of the cyma 

profile) with a matching oak board enclosure, so that when the movable altar platform is not in use, 

the remaining Mensa stone will have a decent appearance.  Details of this are shown on the attached 

drawings.   

We are suggesting that it would be sensible to create a pair of steps (a single tread in each case), 

positioned to north and south of the existing Mensa stone and attached to the timber boarding at 

each side.  This is again indicated on the attached drawing. 

The drawings show how the three sections of the platform fit together against the existing Mensa 

stone and they also show a detail of the edge of the platform which is to be kept as simple as possible.  

Inevitably, there will be a change of profile to the overall ensemble where the timber platform meets 

the Mensa stone, but this will not look out of place. 

The mechanisms for securing the three sections of the platform together and also for linking them 

back to the existing Mensa stone will require careful thought and development.  We are suggesting 

that it ought to be possible to have threaded rod connectors below the platform which can link the 

sections together simply be rotating them.  The precise details of this will be developed in due course. 

 

Andrew Arrol – Surveyor of the Fabric 

28th February 2018  

 

 

 


