A Liturgy for the Lighting of the Paschal Candle
to remember those affected by the Coronavirus
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord make haste to help us
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
O my God in you I trust.
Heavenly Father, you have not made us for darkness and death, but for
life with you for ever. Without you we have nothing to hope for; with
you we have nothing to fear. Speak to us now your words of eternal life.
Lift us to the light and peace of your presence, and set the glory of your
love before us today: through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Merciful God, this candle is lit as a sign of your love; a sign of light and
hope. We remember before the light of Christ all those affected by this
pandemic. And we have been asked to remember by name:
The names of those who have requested prayer are read out.

A Prayer
Lord of light and life, bring healing and wholeness to those who are sick
and gather those who have died into your embrace. Guide those who are
lost, be a companion to those who are lonely and calm the fearful. May
peace, hope, light and new life come for all by knowing that nothing can
separate us from your love. We may our prayers in the name of Jesus
our risen Lord.
Amen.

Bible Reading
Monday
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who
formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called
you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will
be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall
not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
your Saviour.
Isaiah 43. 1–3a

Tuesday
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the
way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do
not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said
to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.

John 14. 1–6

Wednesday
The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing. He makes me
lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. He shall
refresh my soul and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his
name’s sake. Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death
I will fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they
comfort me. You spread a table before me in the presence of those who
trouble me; you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be
full. Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Psalm 23
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Thursday
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable,
if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with
you.

Philippians 4. 8–9

Friday
O Lord, you have searched me out and known me; you know my sitting
down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. You mark
out my journeys and my resting place and are acquainted with all my
ways. For there is not a word on my tongue, but you, O Lord, know it
altogether. You encompass me behind and before and lay your hand
upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, so high that I cannot
attain it. Where can I go then from your spirit? Or where can I flee
from your presence? If I climb up to heaven, you are there; if I make
the grave my bed, you are there also. If I take the wings of the morning
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, Even there your hand shall
lead me, your right hand hold me fast. If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will
cover me and the light around me turn to night,’ Even darkness is no
darkness with you; the night is as clear as the day; darkness and light to
you are both alike. For you yourself created my inmost parts; you knit
me together in my mother’s womb. I thank you, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made; marvellous are your works, my soul knows well.
My frame was not hidden from you, when I was made in secret and
woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes beheld my form, as yet
unfinished; already in your book were all my members written, As day
by day they were fashioned when as yet there was none of them. How
deep are your counsels to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If
I count them, they are more in number than the sand, and at the end, I
am still in your presence.

Psalm 139. 1–18
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Sunday
You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the
saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself
as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built
together spiritually into a dwelling-place for God.

Ephesians 2. 19–22

Prayers
Let us pray to God,
who alone makes us dwell in safety:
For all who are affected by coronavirus,
through illness or isolation or anxiety,
that they may find relief and recovery:
Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.
For those who are guiding our nation at this time,
and shaping national policies,
that they may make wise decisions:
Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.
For doctors, nurses and medical researchers,
that through their skill and insights
many will be restored to health:
Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.
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For the vulnerable and the fearful,
for the gravely ill and the dying,
that they may know your comfort and peace:
Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.
For those who have died
that they may be embraced in your love
and for those who mourn them,
that they may be comforted:
Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.
We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray,
to the mercy and protection of God.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer is said.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Be with us, Lord, in all our prayers,
and direct our way toward the attainment of salvation,
that among the changes and chances of this mortal life,
we may always be defended by your gracious help,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Lord bless us and watch over us;
The Lord make his face to shine upon us
and be gracious to us;
the Lord look kindly upon us and give us peace.
Amen.
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