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Reflection for the Feast Day of St Philip and James – 1st May 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip and James are both apostles and share the same feast day because their relics lay in the same church 

in Rome. This church was consecrated on 1st May over 1500 years ago.  

Philip does not play a huge part in the story of Jesus as it is told by the gospel writers. He was one of the 

twelve apostles. Unsurprisingly he is mentioned in the gospel for today which is from the fourteenth 

chapter of the Gospel of St John. It is good to reflect on this gospel reading today but it is also interesting 
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and somewhat challenging to read it in the context of the whole story as John tells it. By the time we get to 

Philip’s question in chapter 14 we can, I think, safely assume that he has ….  

• heard about Jesus turning water into wine 

• Seen Jesus lose his temper and clear the temple, which he calls his father’s house,  of money 

changers and traders 

• Seen Jesus having a long and intimate conversation with a Samaritan woman 

• Seen Jesus heal a man who had been lame for 38 years 

• Seen Jesus feed 5,000 people with a tiny amount of food 

• Seen Jesus save the life of a woman caught in adultery who should have been stoned to death 

• Seem Jesus heal a man who had been blind since birth 

• Seen Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead 

• Seen Jesus have his feet anointed by Mary 

• Seen Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, hailed as a king, on the first Palm Sunday 

• Had his feet washed by Jesus at the last supper and heard the subsequent teaching 

Added to all of this, he then hears Jesus identify himself as ‘the way, the truth and the life’ and then he 

asks Jesus this question, ‘Lord, show is the Father and we shall be satisfied’ 

I was given the picture of Jesus that accompanies this reflection over 40 years ago. It is a print of a picture 

by Leonardo da Vinci. I think it could capture the moment just after Philip had asked this question.  

I wonder how often we inspire this same look on the face of Jesus ……… 

 

Canon Michael 

 


