
 

Inviting everyone to discover God’s love  

through our welcome, worship, learning and work. 

Welcome to this new incarnation of the weekly notice sheet. 

We are now learning to ‘do Church differently’ and in many instances are 

learning to use technology and media in new and creative ways. If you are able 

you may wish to check in daily to the Minster website: 

https://yorkminster.org/whats-on/ On here you will find daily reflections, 

stations of the cross and daily prayer resources. More details are available in 

this leaflet.We hope these resources will be helpful.  

Pastoral Care at York Minster during the Covid 19 emergency 

As you all know, our mission at York Minster is to invite everyone to 

experience God’s love. One of the ways we do this is by caring for each other. I 

know that a great deal of mutual support is already happening within our 

community and I would encourage you all to be in touch with each other by 

phone, email or text during these challenging times. 

We are all experiencing a range of feelings and emotions including fear, 

loneliness, sadness and worry for people we love but cannot visit. This is to let 

you know that the clergy of York Minster are here to offer you our support, 

particularly if you are sick or bereaved. Please do not hesitate to contact one of 

us by email if you would like to be in touch. If you would value a conversation 

please send us your phone number and we will call you back. 

Canon Michael Smith    Pastor  michaels@yorkminster.org  

Canon Vicky Johnson    Precentor  precentor@yorkminster.org  

Canon Maggie McLean   Missioner missioner@yorkminster.org  

Canon Chris Collingwood   Chancellor christopherc@yorkminster.org  

Reverend Catriona Cumming  Succentor succentor@yorkminster.org  
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Worship and Prayer Resources in Holy Week 

Lent, Holy Week and Easter lie at the heart of the Christian faith. This year our 

worship offering comes to you virtually, via podcasts, video messaging and 

online resources. Our clergy and musicians will lead our worship from their 

homes and join with the whole church as we worship together even as we are 

apart. 

Each day in Holy Week there will be resources for prayer and worship on the 

York Minster website, including reflections, and music from the Minster choir. 

The timings indicated below are correct at the time of writing, but please 

continue to check the website for further details. 

Palm Sunday 

9.00 am   A message from the Archbishop of York 

11.00 am  Palm Sunday worship podcast 

   address by the Revd Canon Dr Christopher Collingwood 

Maundy Thursday 

3.00 pm  A message from the Archbishop of York 

7.00 pm  Maundy Thursday worship podcast 

   reflection by the Revd Abi Davison 

Good Friday 

10.00 am  Stories for Good Friday 

   written and led by the Revd Canon Michael Smith, with  

   members of the Minster Community 

12.00 pm  A message from the Archbishop of York 

2.00 pm  Good Friday worship podcast 

   Led by the Revd Canon Dr Victoria Johnson 

Holy Saturday/Easter Eve 

   During the day, look out for a message from the    

   Archbishop of York 

8.00 pm  Easter Eve worship podcast 

   address by the Revd Canon Dr Christopher Collingwood 

  



Easter Day Look out for the national Church of England service  

   online. We will join in with this. 

10.00 am  A message from the Archbishop of York 

11.00 am  Service for Easter Morning 

   led by the Right Revd Dr Jonathan Frost 

4.00 pm  Worship podcast for Easter Day 

   led by the Revd Canon Dr Victoria Johnson. 

Worship via Zoom in Holy Week 

Mon–Sat  8.00 am Morning Prayer  

   (Mon–Thurs followed directly by Holy Communion) 

Mon–Sat   5.15 pm BCP Evening Prayer   

Tuesday  7.00 pm Silence in the Minster via Zoom   

   Led by the Revd Canon Dr Christopher Collingwood 

Sunday  10.00 am Morning Prayer and Holy Communion   

Silence in the Minster Canon Chris will continue leading Silence in the Minster 

evenings on Thursdays from the comfort of his own home via Zoom, although 

this week it will take place on Tuesday. Future dates in the Easter season will be 

circulated in due course. These evenings will take place at 7.00pm and will last 

about 45 minutes rather than the usual two hours. The format will be simple: 

An introduction, a reading, a talk and a time of guided silence. The events will 

take place on Zoom and the invitation will come via e-email on the day itself. If 

you’re not familiar with Zoom, it’s fairly straightforward. Simply click on the link 

in the e-mail and when the Zoom page appears on your screen click on video 

and then audio. An icon will appear on the screen saying ‘gallery.’ Click on that 

and you’ll see everyone else who’s there. During the event, it would be helpful if 

the sound on your device was muted. You’ll find a tab enabling you to mute 

your device. If you aren’t on the Silence in the Minster circulation list and would 

like to take part, please e-mail Canon Chris at christopherc@yorkminster.org 

and copy in Susan Hodgson susanhdgson@yorkminster.org . All are welcome.  

Meditation Canon Chris will also be offering occasional opportunities online 

for those who’d like to learn how to meditate or simply to continue with their 

already established practice of meditation. As with Silence in the Minster, the 

event will take place on Zoom and an invitation will be sent to all users on a 
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weekday on the day of the event. The procedure for accessing Zoom will be 

exactly the same as that explained for Silence in the Minster above. If anyone is 

not currently contactable via the all users address or the York Minster 

Pilgrimage Group or the Silence in the Minster contact group, please e-mail 

Canon Chris and Susan Hodgson as above. 

Stories for Good Friday During a period of sabbatical leave at the end of 

2019 I spent time writing the stories which will appear on our website on Good 

Friday. The original plan was to include these stories in our traditional Three 

Hours Devotion, along with music, hymns and silence, but for obvious reasons 

this is no longer possible. I am delighted to say that six members of the York 

Minster Community have each recorded a story. If you listen to them it will be 

helpful to have a bible handy so that you can read the piece of scripture 

recommended in each introduction, which helped inspire each story.  

I should emphasise that these stories are purely fictional. Creative writing is one 

of the ways I explore and immerse myself in scripture. I find it helps me to look 

deep within and beyond the stories scripture gives us, nearly always with 

interesting and challenging results.  

Each story is about someone watching the crucifixion and imagines what might 

have been going through their mind as they witness the death of Jesus. All our 

thinking and theologizing about the cross is done in the light of the resurrection. 

These stories are about people witnessing the cross with little or no idea of the 

possibility of resurrection. However, in some of the stories, seeds of 

resurrection can be seen.  

I am very grateful to Ehren Mierau, Natasha Morris, Stuart O’Hara, Rachel 

Hicks, Stephen Griffith and Peter Collier for reading them with such clarity and 

feeling and also to my colleagues here at York Minster who enabled me to have 

a sabbatical last year. Thanks also to our Communications Team who helped 

prepare the stories for publication on the website. 

I hope you enjoy them and find them helpful in your own exploration of 

scripture. If you want to send some feedback please write to me at 

pastor@yorkminster.org I can’t promise that I will reply but I will learn from 

any comments or suggestions you might make. Canon Michael 
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Stations of the Cross Canons Chris and Maggie and Ben Morris have 

recorded Stations of the Cross, which are being posted on the Minster website 

one at a time every day except Sunday. These brief devotions are based on Jerry 

Scott’s Stations of the Cross which hang in the Minster during Lent. Each one lasts 

just under five minutes and consists of a welcome, a prayer, a short Biblical 

reading, a meditation, a concluding prayer and some music. To access them, 

click on ‘What’s On’ on the Home Page and then on Upcoming Events. The 

most recent post is at the top. To start at the beginning, simply scroll down to 

the bottom and begin there.   

Each day there will be an offering on the Minster website, to help us to draw 

closer God, and to one another. Each week we will also produce a leaflet like 

this which be a helpful resource. In it you will find news, prayers, and Sunday’s 

Gospel reading. There are many resources for this, online for example 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-

prayer If you have resources you have found helpful, please let us know. 

Palm Sunday  

Morning Prayer 10.00 am 

Pss. 61, 62; Zech. 9. 9-12; Luke 16. 19-end 

 Holy Communion 10.20 am 

 

Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who in your tender love towards the human race 

sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

to take upon him our flesh 

and to suffer death upon the cross: 

grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, 

and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
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Palm Gospel  

 Matt. 21. 1-11 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 

of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of 

you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them 

and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord 

needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what 

had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

   humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey 

and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large 

crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 

and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that 

followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 

   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is 

this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 

Galilee.’ 

Reflection 

The Revd Canon Dr Christopher Collingwood, Chancellor 

By the time my Mum died, she’d managed to amass a wonderful array of fridge 

magnets, ranging from the humorous to the serious. Two always used to catch 

my eye. The first would invariably make me smile, ‘We plan; God laughs!’ The 

second never failed to bring me up short. It contained a line from a song by John 

Lennon, of Beatles fame. Beautiful Boy was written in 1980 for his young son 

Sean, and towards the end we hear these words: ‘Life is what happens when 

you’re busy making other plans. 

We’re always busy making plans: for holidays, for what to buy at the 

supermarket, for how to celebrate a wedding. Right now, planning’s going on 



with a vengeance, from government downwards, across this country and 

throughout the world, in response to Covid19, and it’s absolutely vital and 

necessary; lives and livelihoods depend on it. 

Behind all our plans lie certain expectations, not least that we’ll be able to bring 

our plans to completion and that things will go the way we anticipate. Many are 

fortunate to see plans come to fruition: for starting a family, for a building 

project, for establishing a new business. It’s not always like that, though: life 

happens, life takes over, life intervenes, and all our plans go out of the window.  

Barely weeks ago, many of us might have expected to gather outside the 

Mansion House in York to begin our Palm Sunday procession to the Cathedral. 

The Precentor would have made elaborate plans for the smooth running of the 

service: palm crosses would have been ordered, the brass band invited, rotas 

sent out, and the donkeys booked. Which of us could have predicted then that 

we’d be taking part in this service from the confines of our own homes, 

effectively under lockdown? It would have seemed unimaginable. But then life 

happened, upsetting all our plans and expectations. 

On the surface, it appears very different from that first Palm Sunday, but I 

wonder. The gospel narrative itself suggests a degree of planning in advance. 

Jesus himself had arranged for donkeys to be available, two disciples were 

despatched to collect them, and a crowd seems to have assembled in 

anticipation of something historic taking place in the city of Jerusalem. What 

were the expectations of the crowd, though? What kind of a king did they think 

they were acclaiming? Perhaps the hopes and expectations of many were 

invested in and projected on to Jesus: that at last there’d be a king to overthrow 

the hated Romans, and that, after centuries of occupation and oppression, 

another golden age like that of King David would be inaugurated. It was so full 

of promise and hope. 

But then life happened. Within days, this ‘King of the Jews’ was betrayed, 

arrested, subjected to a mock trial, tortured and executed, dying an ignominious 

death on a cross as a common criminal. All the pent-up hopes and aspirations of 

a forlorn people, all the mental planning for the day that was so longed for, all 

the expectations for the future, evaporated into thin air in moments. Above all, 

the people had longed for God and they’d dared to hope that God had come in 

the person of Jesus, but then life happened. 



Good Friday, of course, is the supreme example of how we can’t plan life, of 

how things don’t always go the way we expect and, most of all, of how we can’t 

control God. God happens, so often in unexpected ways, and constantly breaks 

free of the limitations of our expectations and plans. Who in their right minds 

would have expected God to happen on a cross, in the midst of suffering and 

death? We could have planned God in a much better way, couldn’t we? And yet 

that wouldn’t have been God, not the God we see in Jesus.  

So here we are with a global pandemic turning our lives upside down and inside 

out. Life has happened. Can we dare to see God in it, as we see God on the 

cross? It’s an unpalatable thought, isn’t it? It offends all our sensibilities, and it 

would be the height of insensitivity to dismiss in a cavalier fashion the suffering 

and deaths of so many. But what we see above all else on the cross is the 

immense love and compassion of God embodied in the one hanging and 

suffering there, containing, embracing, enfolding everything and everyone in it. 

The cross invites us to see in it more than just suffering and death, but also to 

find in it the love and compassion of God, present, paradoxically, in the most 

seemingly God-forsaken circumstances. Jesus shows this love and compassion to 

be not just who God is, but who we truly are, too. And we can see it, can’t we? 

Love and compassion are happening across the world in ways we could scarcely 

have expected, revealing who we really are. With this divinely-grounded love 

and compassion we can meet everything that occurs when life happens, 

including Covid19. For when life happens, God happens.           

Passion Gospel 

Adapted from Matt. 26. 14–end of 27  

Evening Prayer 4.00 pm 

Psalm 80; Isa. 5. 1-7; Matt. 21. 33-end 

  



NOTICES 

A number of groups are continuing to meet in virtual, rather than physical form. 

We would love to hear how you are doing, what you are doing, and how we 

can pray for one another, so please be in touch. 

Minster Mice meet via Zoom. We light a candle, sing songs – with musical 

instruments (including but not limited to frying pans and wooden spoons), and 

listen (with varying degrees of attention) to a Bible story.  

Sunday School The younger group are also meeting virtually, and resources 

are available at the moment for that group too.   

Minster Collections During the Easter Season, there’ll be a weekly posting 

relating to an object in the Collection of York Minster on the Minster website 

and via other social media. There’ll be an image of the object, a short 

explanation of anything about it of special interest, concluding with a brief 

reflection on its spiritual significance. Do please look out for these and draw 

other people’s attention to them.  

Food banks The York Minster community has been supporting the 

Middlesbrough food bank – our last food donation was made just last month. 

Given the current social distancing measures, it is not practical to arrange 

deliveries again. However if you would like to extend your support to the food 

bank there is the option of donating financially via the website. The web page is 

https://www.give.net/20153628 you can give a one off donation, or give monthly. 

The York food bank has donation points at: 

Waitrose (Foss Island) 

Asda (Monks Cross) 

Tesco (Askam Bar) 

Foodbank Warehouse (Unit 5 Sterling Park, Clifton Moor, York, YO30 4WU) 

They are currently short of: tinned tomatoes, tinned fruit, rice, fruit juice, pasta, 

tinned fish, UHT milk, custard or rice pudding, instant mash. 
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