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Forty Days

A journey lasting forty days
Through barren country, bare of shoots,
Still in the grip of winter’s chill,
Where plants lie frozen at the roots.
Takes us, as days grow longer, and
The sun gains strength to melt the frost,
Onward towards Jerusalem,
Where one Man’s death redeemed the lost.
Though all seems dead, the buds break through
And bright Lent Lilies nod and wave,
As from the gloom of Lent’s dark days
He springs victorious from the grave.

Words Katherine Middleton (from Donald Hilton Liturgy of Life)
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Palm Sunday

Introduction

The Palm Sunday Procession marks the beginning of Holy Week. This year, all 
our lives are profoundly affected by the dangers of the Covid-19 virus and the 
consequent closing down of public gatherings, include worship. This Holy Week 
will be unlike any others we have experienced. However, all worship involves us 
through attention and responsiveness: at Christmas we are invited to go in heart 
and mind to Bethlehem. Now, we can let ourselves be drawn into a journey that 
begins with Christ’s entry into Jerusalem, progressing inexorably to the foot of 
the cross; at the end of the week, we share with the first disciples the joyful news 
of Easter Day. Because our normal rhythms and busy-ness have been interrupted, 
we may find that elements of this journey that we have taken before, strike home 
in a more profound way.

On Palm Sunday the Church commemorates Christ’s entry into Jerusalem to 
accomplish his saving work through his dying and rising again. The liturgy of the 
day has two distinctive features: the Procession and proclamation of the Passion 
Gospel.

The Procession with Palms—a tradition which dates from the fourth century—is 
the first of the commemorative actions of Holy Week which remind us of the 
main events in the final week of Jesus’ ministry. The Procession, however, does 
not only remind us of what happened then. It is an act of praise to Christ the King 
who reigns and triumphs on the cross, and it expresses our own readiness to take 
up our cross and follow our Lord, as we go with him to the place of suffering and 
death.

Normally, our Procession would being in the centre of the City. Now, as you walk 
around York familiar words from the Book of Lamentations may resonate as 
never before: ‘How does the city sit solitary, that was full of people?’ 

The proclamation of the Passion Gospel takes us into the heart of Holy Week. 
Although the services of this week are shaped by the historical commemoration 
of the events of the last week in Jesus’ earthly life, taken together they form an 
extended celebration of the victory he won over death. The solemn proclamation 
of the narrative of the passion and death of Jesus Christ is an essential part of the 
liturgy of Palm Sunday. We may miss the chanting which would be an integral 
part of this experience in the Minster, but the power of the narrative can still 
speak to us in the quietness of our homes.
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Commemoration of the Lord’s Entry into Jerusalem

Hosanna to the Son of David.
Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord.

The Greeting

Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing by works of love and 
self-sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death and resurrection. Today 
we come together to begin this solemn celebration in union with the Church 
throughout the world. Christ enters his own city to complete his work as our 
Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us go with him in faith and love, 
so that, united with him in his sufferings, we may share his risen life.

The people hold up their palm crosses.

The president says:

God our Saviour, 
whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as Messiah 
to suffer and to die, 
let these palms be for us signs of his victory;
and grant that we who bear them in his name 
may ever hail him as our King, 
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. 
Amen.
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The Palm Gospel

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them 
and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord 
needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what 
had been spoken through the prophet, saying,

 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion,
 Look, your king is coming to you,
 humble, and mounted on a donkey,
 and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey 
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting,

 ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!’

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ 
The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’

Matthew 21. 1–11
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The Procession

Let us go forth, praising Jesus our Messiah.

In our imaginations, we join in this ancient hymn for Palm Sunday:

All glory, laud, and honour
 to thee, Redeemer, King!
to whom the lips of children
 made sweet hosannas ring.

1. Thou art the King of Israel,
 thou David’s royal Son,
who in the Lord’s Name comest,
 the King and Blessed One.

2. The company of angels 
 are praising thee on high;
and mortal men and all things
 created make reply.

3. The people of the Hebrews
 with palms before thee went;
our praise and prayer and anthems
 before thee we present.

4. To thee before thy passion
 they sang their hymns of praise;
to thee, now high exalted,
 our melody we raise.

5. Thou didst accept their praises;
 accept the prayers we bring,
who in all good delightest,
 thou good and gracious King.

6. Do thou direct our footsteps 
 upon our earthly way,
and bring us by thy mercy
 to heaven’s eternal day.

7. Thy sorrow and thy triumph
 grant us, O Christ, to share,
that to the holy City
 together we may fare.

8. For homage may we bring thee
 our victory o’er the foe,
that in the conqueror’s triumph
 this strain may ever flow:

9. Within that blessèd City
 thy praises may we sing,
and ever raise hosannas
 to our most loving King.

Words St Theodulph of Orleans (d. 821) tr. J M Neale
Tune St. Theodulph, M Teschner (c. 1613) harm. J S Bach
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The Collect
Let us pray for a closer union with Christ in his suffering and in his glory.

Silence is kept.

Almighty and everlasting God,
who in your tender love towards the human race
 sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross:
grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility,
and also be made partakers of his resurrection;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please sit.

The Liturgy of the Word

New Testament Reading
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the 
point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Philippians 2. 5–11
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Gradual Hymn

The words hymn form a wonderful focus for contemplating the cost of Christ’s 
death on the cross.

1. It is a thing most wonderful,
 almost too wonderful to be,
that God’s own Son should come from heaven,
 and die to save a child like me.

2. And yet I know that it is true:
 he chose a poor and humble lot,
and wept and toiled and mourned and died
 for love of those who loved him not.

3. I cannot tell how He could love
 a child so weak and full of sin;
His love must be most wonderful
 if he could die my love to win.

4. I sometimes think about the 
cross,
 and shut my eyes, and try to see
the cruel nails and crown of thorns,
 and Jesus crucified for me.

5. But even could I see Him die,
 I could but see a little part
of that great love which, like a fire,
 is always burning in His heart.

6. It is most wonderful to know
 his love for me so free and sure;
but ’tis more wonderful to see
 my love for him so faint and 
poor.

7 And yet I want to love Thee, Lord;
 O light the flame within my heart,
and I will love Thee more and more,
 until I see Thee as Thou art.

Words William Walsham How (1823–87)
Tune Herongate, am 145, arr Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958)

The Passion Gospel

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel 
against Jesus to put him to death. And when they had bound him, they led him away, and 
delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor. 

Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented 
himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 
saying: ‘I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.’ And they said: ‘What 
is that to us? See thou to that.’ And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and 
departed, and went and hanged himself. And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and 
said: ‘It is not lawful for to put them into the treasury: it is the price of blood.’ And they 
took counsel, and bought with them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in. Wherefore 
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that field was called the Field of Blood unto this day. Then was fulfilled that which was 
spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying: “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price 
of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did value: and gave them for 
the potter’s field, as the Lord appointed me.”

And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying: ‘Art thou the 
King of the Jews?’ And Jesus said unto him: ‘Thou sayest.’ And when he was accused of 
the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. Then said Pilate unto him: ‘Hearest 
thou not how many things they witness against thee?’ And he answered him to never a 
word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly.

Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, whom 
they would. And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. Therefore when they 
were gathered together, Pilate said unto them: ‘Whom will ye that I release unto you? 
Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?’ For he knew that for envy they had delivered 
him. When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying: ‘Have 
thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a 
dream because of him.’ But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that 
they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. The governor answered and said unto them: 
‘Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you?’ They said: ‘Barabbas.’ Pilate saith 
unto them: ‘What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ?’ They all say unto him: 
‘Let him be crucified.’ And the governor said: ‘Why, what evil hath he done?’ But they 
cried out the more, saying: ‘Let him be crucified.’

When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he 
took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying: ‘I am innocent of the 
blood of this just person: see ye to it.’ Then answered all the people, and said: ‘His blood 
be on us all, and on our children.’ Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he 
had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall, and gathered unto 
him the whole band of soldiers. And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. 
And when they had plaited a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in 
his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying: ‘Hail, King 
of the Jews!’ And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head. 
And after that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own 
raiment on him, and led him away to crucify him. And as they came out, they found a 
man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his cross.

And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull, 
they gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he 
would not drink. And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: “They parted my garments among 
them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots.” And sitting down they watched him 
there; and set up over his head his accusation written: This is Jesus the King of the Jews.
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Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another on 
the left. And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, and saying: ‘Thou 
that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son 
of God, come down from the cross.’ Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with 
the scribes and elders, said: ‘He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King 
of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. He trusted in 
God, let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said: “I am the Son of God.” ’ The 
thieves also which were crucified with him, cast the same in his teeth. 

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. And 
about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying: ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ 
That is to say: “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Some of them that stood 
there, when they heard that, said: ‘This man calleth for Elias.’ And straightway one of 
them ran, and took a sponge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him 
to drink. The rest said: ‘Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him.’ Jesus, when 
he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and 
the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; and the graves were opened; and many bodies of 
the saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went 
into the holy city, and appeared unto many. Now when the centurion, and they that 
were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, 
they feared greatly, saying: ‘Truly this was the Son of God.’

Matthew 27. 1–54

This is the Passion of the Lord.

Please remain still for a period of silent meditation and then offer your own 
prayers.

Prayers of Intercession

This following versicle and response may be used:

Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

The intercessions may end:

Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
In this liturgy of the imagination, let the words and actions of the liturgy come 
alive through your imagination. As you say the words of the Peace, imagine all 
those to whom you want to say close. Perhaps, later in the day, you might be able 
to make contact with them in some other way and say that you thought of them 
in this time of worship.

The Peace
Once we were far off, 
but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been brought near 
through the shedding of Christ’s blood, 
for he is our peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you.

All are invited to share a sign of peace.

There can be no Eucharist as such, during these times of social distancing. 
However, the prefaces to the Eucharistic Prayer during Holy Week have profound 
theological depth, and this could be an opportunity to give the words more 
prayerful attention than may be possible in public worship.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right and just,
our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near
the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty.
The power of the life-giving cross
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world
and the triumph of Christ crucified.
He is the victim who dies no more, the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever,
our advocate in heaven to plead our cause,
exalting us there to join with angels and archangels, 
for ever praising you and singing:

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, 
Dominus Deus Sabaoth, 
pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Benedictus qui venit in nomine
Domini. Osanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
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So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.

Christ is the bread of life:
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, until you come in glory. 

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Silence is kept.

The Lord’s Prayer

Standing at the foot of the cross, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. 
Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup.
We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Giving of Communion
The President says:

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Most merciful Lord, your love compels us to come in. 
Our hands were unclean, our hearts were unprepared; 
we were not fit even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 
and share your bread with sinners. 
So cleanse and feed us with the precious body and blood of your Son, 
that he may live in us and we in him; 
and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 
may sit and eat in your kingdom. Amen.

Here is the text of the anthem, typically sung by the choir on Palm Sunday. It is 
easy to find a performance of this on the internet. In any case, the words are 
drawn from the deep well of liturgical texts, used by Christians during Holy Week 
since the earliest times. 

Christus factus est pro nobis obediens 
usque ad mortem, mortem autem crucis. 
Propter quod et Deus exaltavit ilium, et 
dedit illi nomen, quod est super omne 
nomen.

Christ was made obedient for us unto 
death, even the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is 
above every name.

Words Gradual of Maundy Thursday, after Philippians 2.8–9
Music Anton Bruckner (1824–96)

Prayer after Communion
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant,
and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation:
give us the mind to follow you and to proclaim you as Lord and King,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen. 
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Faithful God, 
may we who share this banquet
glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
our salvation, life and hope,
who reigns as Lord now and for ever. 
Amen.

Hymn

This great hymn of Isaac Watts is included for you to sing in your heart, or out 
loud, or as a starting point for mediation, as we turn our thoughts from Christ’s 
triumphal entrance into the city, to the cross on which his life will end.

1. When I survey the wondrous cross
 on which the prince of glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss,
 and pour contempt on all my pride.

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
 save in the cross of Christ my God;
all the vain things that charm me most,
 I sacrifice them to his blood.

3. See from his head, his hands, his feet,
 sorrow and love flow mingled down:
did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
 or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4. His dying crimson, like a robe,
 spreads o’er his body on the tree;
then am I dead to all the globe,
 and all the globe is dead to me.

5. Were the whole realm of nature mine,
 that were an offering far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,
 demands my soul, my life, my all.

Words Isaac Watts (1674–1748)
Tune Rockingham, adapted by Edward Miller (1731–1807)
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The Dismissal

The Blessing
May the Father,who so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
bring you by faith to his eternal life. Amen.

May Christ, who accepted the cup of sacrifice 
in obedience to the Father’s will,
keep you steadfast as you walk with him the way of his cross. Amen.

May the Spirit, who strengthens us to suffer with Christ 
that we may share his glory, set your minds on life and peace. Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Dismissal
The deacon says:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

As the ministers and choir depart, the choir sings:

The royal banners forward go,
the cross shines forth in mystic glow;
where he in flesh, our flesh who made,
our sentence bore, our ransom paid.

Fulfilled is all that David told
in true prophetic song of old,
amidst the nations, God, saith he,
who reigns and triumphs from the tree.

O tree of beauty, tree of light!
O tree with royal purple dight!
Elect on whose triumphal breast
those holy limbs should find their rest.

O cross, our one reliance, hail!
So may thy power with us prevail
to give new virtue to the saint,
and pardon to the penitent.

To thee, eternal Three in One,
let homage meet by all be done:
whom by the cross thou dost restore,
preserve and govern evermore.

Words Venantius Fortunatus (530–609), tr J M Neale (1818–66)
Tune Vexilla Regis, Mode i melody
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Monday in Holy Week

Introduction
In recent years, services in the Minster at the start of Holy Week have been 
shaped by a number of musical settings of great depth and power. At Evensong on 
Monday in Holy Week, the men of the choir sing Tallis’s setting of the Lamentations 
of Jeremiah. This text now provides a starting point for contemplation and 
meditation. Tallis’s setting is easily accessible for those who want to use the 
music to enhance their meditation.

A Lamentation for the city
How lonely sits the city that once was full of people!
How like a widow she has become, she that was great among the nations!
She that was a princess among the provinces has become a vassal.

She weeps bitterly in the night, with tears on her cheeks;
among all her lovers she has no one to comfort her;
all her friends have dealt treacherously with her, they have become her 
enemies.

Judah has gone into exile with suffering and hard servitude;
she lives now among the nations, and finds no resting-place;
her pursuers have all overtaken her in the midst of her distress.

The roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to the festivals;
all her gates are desolate, her priests groan;
her young girls grieve, and her lot is bitter.

Her foes have become the masters, her enemies prosper,
because the Lord has made her suffer for the multitude of her transgressions;
her children have gone away, captives before the foe.

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return unto the Lord your God.

Lamentations of Jeremiah 1. 1–4



18

Prayers

The weight of grief bears heavily upon us
but it is a load we need not bear alone.
Let us offer our burden to Jesus,
Lord of life and of death, of the present and of the future.

We bring before you, Lord,
the confusion of our world
its despair in the face of so much tragedy,
its helplessness in the face of death.

Lift from us our burden,
and in your power, renew us.

We bring before you, Lord,
the tears of sorrow,
the cries for help,
the vulnerability of pain.

Lift from us our burden,
and in your power, renew us.

We bring before you, Lord,
our sense of frustration,
our feelings of powerlessness,
our fears for the future.

Lift from us our burden,
and in your power, renew us.

We bring before you, Lord,
our frustrated hopes,
our unfulfilled desires,
our profound sadness.

Lift from us our burden,
and in your power, renew us.
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God of the desolate and despairing,
your Son Jesus Christ was forced to carry
 the instrument of his own death—
the cross that became for us the source of life and healing.
Speak into the suffering of your world;
be to us a fount of life
and a spring of hope;
through him who died for us,
yet is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
now and for ever.
Amen.

Words of Comfort

Hear these words of comfort which the Lord our God offers to all in trouble and 
distress:

The Israelites groaned under their slavery, and cried out. Out of the slavery their 
cry for help rose up to God. God heard their groaning, and God remembered his 
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God looked upon the Israelites, and 
God
took notice of them.

Exodus 2: 23b–25

Jesus said ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy, and my
burden is light.’

Matthew 11: 29–30

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be 
burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the 
Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.

Isaiah 43: 2–3a
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A poem of challenge:

Phoenix

Are you willing to be sponged out, erased, cancelled,
made nothing?
Are you willing to be made nothing?
dipped into oblivion?

If not, you will never really change.

The phoenix renews her youth
only when she is burnt, burnt alive, burnt down
to hot and flocculent ash.
Then the small stirring of a new small bub in the nest
with strands of down like floating ash
shows that she is renewing her youth like the eagle,
immortal bird.

Words D H Lawrence (1885–1930)

Finding Hope

You may wish to light a candle, if you have one.

The Lord is my light and my salvation;
the Lord is the strength of my life.

The light shines in the darkness
and the darkness has not overcome it.
The Lord is the strength of my life.

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.
The Lord is my light and my salvation;
The Lord is the strength of my life.

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8: 38–39
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Collect and Lord’s Prayer

After a short time of private prayer, the prayers end with this Collect:

Lighten our darkness,
Lord, we pray,
and in your great mercy
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night,
for the love of your only Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Let us pray that we may know life and hope in Jesus Christ as we say:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all, evermore.
Amen
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Tuesday in Holy Week

Introduction
In recent years, services in the Minster at the start of Holy Week have been 
shaped by a number of musical settings of great depth and power. During one 
of the evening services, the Ebor Singers have presented Bach’s funeral motet 
Jesu, meine Freude in a simple liturgical framework. These texts set by Bach now 
provide a starting point for contemplation and meditation. Performances of the 
music are easily accessible for those who want to use the music to enhance their 
meditation.

Jesu, meine Freude

Johann Sebastian Bach’s funeral motet Jesu, meine Freude, BWV 227, takes as 
its basis the chorale (hymn) of the same title by Johann Franck (1618–77) with 
a melody by Johann Crüger (1598–1662). The work is cast in a monumental 
symmetrical structure of eleven movements, with six verses of the chorale 
interspersed with choruses for varying numbers of voices. Each verse of the 
chorale is treated differently. Verses 1 and 6 are simple four-part settings; verses 
2 and 4 place the melody in the soprano with more complex movement in the 
lower voices; verse 5 is in effect a chorale fantasia with the melody presented as 
a cantus firmus in the alto, and verse 3 is freely composed without only minimal 
thematic links to the melody. The centerpiece is an expertly-crafted double 
fugue for 5 voices.

Jesu, meine Freude is also a work of considerable theological substance. The 
chorale movements which are interleaved with the six verses of Franck’s 
chorale five verses from the eighth chapter of St Paul’s Letter to the Romans 
(8.1, 8.2, 8.9, 8.10, 8.11). In the eighth chapter, Paul makes the point that, 
being ‘in Christ Jesus’ renders the human being free from condemnation and 
judgment, and able to live not according to the way of ‘the flesh’ but according 
to the way of the Holy Spirit. Chapter 8 is the conclusion of an extended 
theological argument which starts at the beginning of chapter 5 and makes best 
sense when read as a single entity. In order to give a context to Bach’s settings 
of verses from chapter 8, therefore, they are this evening set alongside verses 
from chapters 5, 6 and 7 in which St Paul explores the themes of justification 
by faith (chapter 5), baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ (chapter 
6) and the human propensity to sin (chapter 7). Paul’s argument was a crucial 
ingredient in Martin Luther’s reformed theology and as such, Bach’s work 
stands as a powerful example of Lutheran theology in music.
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Preparation

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set us free from the law of sin and 
death.

Romans 8.1

Hear our voice, O Lord, according to your faithful love,
according to your judgement give us life.

Blessed are you, God of compassion and mercy,
to you be praise and glory for ever.
In the darkness of our sin, your healing springs up for deliverance.
As we rejoice in the gift of your saving help,
sustain us with your bountiful Spirit and open our lips to sing your praise.

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.

Motet: Jesu, meine Freude

1. O Jesus, my joy,
My heart’s pasture,
Jesus, my adornment,
Oh how long, how long
Has my heart been anxious
And longed for you.
Lamb of God, my bridegroom,
On earth never will there be
Anything dearer to me than you.

2. There is now no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not according to the flesh,
but according to the Spirit.

Romans 8.1
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Reading

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we 
also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does 
not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

Romans 5.1–4

Motet: Jesu, meine Freude

3. Beneath your shelter
I am free from the storms
Of all foes.
Let Satan storm,
Let the Foe rage,
Jesus stands by me.
Though thunder crack as lightning flashes,
Though sin and hell spread terror,
Jesus will shelter me.

4. For the law of the Spirit
which gives life in Christ Jesus
has set me free from the law
of sin and death.

Romans 8.2

Reading

I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 
For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members 
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin 
that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from 
this body of death? 

Romans 7.21–24
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Motet: Jesu, meine Freude

5. I defy the old Dragon!
I defy the jaws of Death!
I defy fear as well!
Rage, world, and spring to attack:
Here I stand and sing
In securest repose.
God’s might watches out for me.
Earth and Abyss must fall speechless,
However much they keep growling.

6. But you live not by the flesh
but by the Spirit,
if indeed God’s Spirit dwells in you.
But anyone who does not have 
the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him.

Romans 8.9

Reading

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no 
longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have 
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 

Romans 6.3–8
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Motet: Jesu, meine Freude

7. Away with all treasures!
You are my delight,
Jesus, my pleasure!
Away, you empty honours,
I won’t listen to you.
Remain unknown to me!
Misery, adversity, cross, 
disgrace, and death
will not, however much I suffer,
separate me from Jesus.

8. But if Christ is in you,
the body is indeed dead 
for the sake of sin;
but the Spirit is life
for the sake of justification. 

Romans 8.10

Reading

Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you 
obey their passions. No longer present your members to sin as instruments of 
wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought 
from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of 
righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under 
law but under grace.

Romans 6.12–14

Motet: Jesu, meine Freude

9. Good night,
O ways of the world—
You do not please me.
Good night, sins,
stay way back,
Come no more into the light.
Good night, pomp and pride!
Once and for all, you life of iniquity,
I bid you good night!
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10. If now the Spirit of him
who awakened Jesus 
from the dead
dwells in you, then the same one
who awakened Christ
from the dead
will give life to your mortal bodies
to this end,
that his Spirit live in you.

Romans 8.11

Reading

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came 
through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned? Sin was indeed 
in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. Yet 
death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins 
were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to 
come.

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one 
man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in 
the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And the free 
gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgement following one 
trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses 
brings justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised 
dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the 
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life 
through the one man, Jesus Christ.

Romans 5.12–17

Motet: Jesu, meine Freude

11. Yield, mournful spirits,
For my master of joy,
Jesus, steps in.
To those who love God,
Even their afflictions
Must be pure sweetness.
Though here I endure scorn and ridicule,
Still, even in suffering, you, Jesus,
Remain my joy.
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The Prayers

Grant, Lord,
that we who are baptized into the death
of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
may continually put to death our evil desires
and be buried with him;
and that through the grave and gate of death
we may pass to our joyful resurrection;
through his merits,
who died and was buried and rose again for us,
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

Standing at the foot of the cross, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.  
Amen.
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Wednesday in Holy Week

Introduction

During the evening service on the Wednesday in Holy Week, the Ebor Singers 
have presented John Stainer’s setting of The Crucifixion. The Ebor Singers are 
hoping to make this available as a podcast. Other performances are available, or 
you may simply wish to use the text, which was selected and written by the Revd 
J Sparrow-Simpson, as a meditation.

1. Recit: And they came to a place named Gethsemane, and Jesus saith to his 
disciples: Sit ye here, while I shall pray. 

The Agony
2. Recit: Could ye not watch with me one brief hour? Could ye not pity my sorest 
need? Ah! If ye sleep while the tempests lower, surely, my friends, I am lone 
indeed.

Chorus: Jesu, Lord Jesu, bowed in bitter anguish, and bearing all the evil we have 
done, Oh, teach us, teach us how to love thee for thy love; Help us to pray, and 
watch, and mourn with thee.

Recit: Could ye not watch with me one brief hour? Did ye not say upon Kedron’s 
slope, ye would not fall into the Tempter’s power? Did ye not murmur great 
words of hope?

Chorus: Jesu, Lord Jesu, bowed in bitter anguish, and bearing all the evil we have 
done, Oh, teach us, teach us how to love thee for thy love; Help us to pray, and 
watch, and mourn with thee.

Recit: Could ye not watch with me? Even so: Willing in heart, but the flesh is 
vain. Back to mine agony I must go, Lonely to pray in bitterest pain. And they 
laid their hands on him and took him, and led him away to the High Priest. And 
the High Priest asked him and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed? Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right 
hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. Then the High Priest rent 
his clothes and saith: What need we any further witnesses? Ye have heard the 
blasphemy. And they all condemned him to be guilty of death. And they bound 
Jesus and carried him away, and delivered him to Pilate. And Pilate willing to 
content the people, released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he 
had scourged him, to be crucified. And the soldiers led him away. 
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Procession to Calvary
3. Chorus: Fling wide the gates! For the Saviour waits to tread in his royal way; He 
has come from above, in his power and love, to die on this Passion day. His cross 
is the sign of his love divine, his crown is the thorn-wreath of woe, He bears his 
load on the sorrowful road, and bends ’neath the burden low. 
Recit: How sweet is the grace of his sacred face and lovely beyond compare; 
though weary and worn with the merciless scorn of a world he has come to 
spare. The burden of wrong that earth bears along, past evil and evil to be. All 
sins of man since the world began, they are laid, dear Lord, on thee. 

Chorus: Then on to the end, my God and my friend, with thy banner lifted high, 
Thou art come from above, in thy power and love, to endure and suffer and die. 

4. Recit: And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified 
him, they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right, and the other on 
the left. 

The Mystery of the Divine Humiliation

1. Cross of Jesus, Cross of sorrow,
 where the blood of Christ was shed,
perfect man on thee was tortured,
 perfect God on thee has bled!

2. Here the King of all the ages,
 throned in light ere worlds could be,
robed in mortal flesh is dying,
 crucified by sin for me.

3. O mysterious condescending!
 O abandonment sublime!
Very God himself is bearing
 all the sufferings of time!

4. From the “Holy, Holy, Holy,
 we adore thee, O most high,”
down to earth’s blaspheming voices
 and the shout of “Crucify!”
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5. Cross of Jesus, Cross of sorrow,
 where the blood of Christ was shed,
Perfect man on thee was tortured,
 Perfect God on thee has bled.

6. Recit: He made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as 
a man, he humbled himself, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, ev’n the death of the cross.

The Majesty of the Divine Humiliation
7. Recit: King ever glorious, King ever glorious! The dews of death are gath’ring 
round thee; upon the cross thy foes have bound thee—thy strength is gone, thy 
strength is gone. Not in thy Majesty, robed in Heaven’s supremest splendour, but 
in weakness and surrender, thou hangest there. Who can be like thee? Pilate high 
in Zion dwelling, Rome with arms the world compelling, Proud though they be? 
Thou art sublime, thou art sublime: Far more awful in thy weakness, more than 
kingly in thy meekness, thou Son of God, thou Son of God. Glory and honour: let 
the world divide and take them; crown its monarchs and unmake them; but thou, 
thou wilt reign. Here in abasement; crownless, poor, disrobed, and bleeding: 
There, in glory interceding, thou art the King, thou art the King! 

8. Recit: And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth in him, should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. 

9. Chorus: God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God 
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through 
him might be saved. 
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Litany of the Passion

1. Holy Jesu, by thy Passion,
 by the woes which none can share,
borne in more than kingly fashion,
 by thy love beyond compare.
  Crucified, I turn to thee,
  Son of Mary, plead for me.

2. By the treachery and trial,
 by the blows and sore distress,
by desertion and denial,
 by thine awful loneliness:
  Crucified, I turn to thee,
  Son of Mary, plead for me.

3. By thy look so sweet and lowly,
 while they smote thee on the face,
by thy patience, calm and holy,
 in the midst of keen disgrace:
  Crucified, I turn to thee,
  Son of Mary, plead for me.

4. By the hour of condemnation,
 by the blood which trickled down
when, for us and our salvation,
 thou didst wear the robe and crown:
  Crucified, I turn to thee,
  Son of Mary, plead for me.

5. By the path of sorrows dreary,
 by the cross, thy dreadful load,
by the pain, when faint and weary,
 thou didst sink upon the road:
  Crucified, I turn to thee,
  Son of Mary, plead for me.

6. By the Spirit which could render
 love for hate and good for ill,
by the mercy, sweet and tender,
 poured upon thy murderers still:
  Crucified, I turn to thee,
  Son of Mary, plead for me.
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11. Recit: Jesus said: “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” 

12. Duet: So thou liftest thy divine petition, pierc’d with cruel anguish through and 
through; So thou grievest o’er our lost condition, pleading, “Ah, they know not 
what they do.” Oh! ’twas love, in love’s divinest feature, passing o’er that dark 
and murd’rous blot, finding, e’en for each low fallen creature, though they slay 
thee—one redeeming spot.

Yes! and still thy patient heart is yearning with a love that mortal scarce can bear; 
thou in pity, deep, divine, and burning, liftest e’en for me thy mighty prayer. So 
thou pleadest, e’en for my transgression, bidding me look up and trust and live; 
so thou murmurest thine intercession, bidding me look up and trust and live; so 
thou pleadest, Yea, he knew not—for my sake, forgive. 
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The Mystery of the Intercession

1. Jesus, the Crucified, pleads for me,
while he is nailed to the shameful tree,
scorned and forsaken, derided and curst,
see how his enemies do their worst!
Yet, in the midst of the torture and shame,
Jesus, the Crucified, breathes my name!
Wonder of wonders, oh! How can it be?
Jesus, the Crucified, pleads for me!
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2. Lord, I have left thee, I have denied,
followed the world in my selfish pride;
Lord, I have joined in the hateful cry,
slay him, away with him, crucify!
Lord, I have done it, oh! ask me not how;
woven the thorns for thy tortured brow:
yet in his pity so boundless and free,
Jesus, the Crucified, pleads for me!

3. Jesus is dying, in agony sore,
Jesus is suffering more and more,
Jesus is bowed with the weight of his woe,
Jesus is faint with each bitter throe.
Jesus is bearing it all in my stead,
Pity Incarnate for me has bled;
wonder of wonders it ever must be
Jesus, the Crucified, pleads for me! 

14. Recit: And one of the malefactors which were hanged, railed on him, saying, 
“If thou be the Christ, save thyself and us.” But the other, answering, rebuked 
him, saying, “Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 
And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man 
has done nothing amiss.” And he said unto Jesus, “Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy Kingdom.” And Jesus said unto him, “Verily I say unto thee, 
today shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” 
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The Adoration of the Crucified

1. I adore thee, I adore thee!
 Glorious ere the world began;
yet more wonderful thou shinest,
though divine, yet still divinest
 in thy dying love for man.

2. I adore thee, I adore thee!
 Thankful at thy feet to be;
I have heard thy accent thrilling,
lo! I come, for thou art willing
 me to pardon, even me.

3. I adore thee, I adore thee!
 Born of woman yet divine:
stained with sins I kneel before thee,
sweetest Jesu, I implore thee
 make me ever only thine. 
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16. Recit: When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, 
whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, “Woman, behold thy son!” Then saith 
he to the disciple, “Behold thy mother!” There was darkness over all the land. 
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, “My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” 

17. Recit: Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Behold, and see if there be any 
sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath 
afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger. 

The Appeal of the Crucified
18. Chorus: From the throne of his cross, the King of grief cries out to a world of 
unbelief: Oh! men and women, afar and nigh, is it nothing to you, all ye that pass 
by? I laid my eternal power aside, I came from the home of the glorified, a babe, 
in the lowly cave to lie; is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? I wept for the 
sorrows and pains of men, I healed them, and helped them, and loved them—but 
then, they shouted against me—“Crucify!” Is it nothing to you? Behold me and 
see: pierced through and through with countless sorrows—and all is for you; for 
you I suffer, for you I die, is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Oh! men and 
women, your deeds of shame, your sins without reason and number and name; 
I bear them all on the cross on high; is it nothing to you? Is it nothing to you that 
I bow my head? And nothing to you that my blood is shed? O perishing souls to 
you I cry, Is it nothing to you? O come unto me—by the woes I have borne, by 
the dreadful scourge, and the crown of thorns, by these, I implore you to hear 
my cry, Is it nothing to you? O come unto me—this awful price, redemption’s 
tremendous sacrifice—is paid for you. Oh. Why will ye die? O come unto me. 

19. Recit & Chorus: After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, 
saith, “I thirst.” When Jesus had received the vinegar, he saith, “It is finished. 
Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.” And he bowed his head, and gave 
up the ghost. 
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For the Love of Jesus 

1. All for Jesus—all for Jesus,
 this our song shall ever be;
for we have no hope, now Saviour,
 if we have not hope in thee.

2. All for Jesus—thou wilt give us
 strength to serve thee hour by hour;
none can move us from thy presence,
 while we trust thy love and power.

3. All for Jesus—at thine altar
 thou wilt give us sweet content;
there, dear Lord, we shall receive thee
 in the solemn Sacrament.

4. All for Jesus—thou hast loved us;
 all for Jesus—thou hast died;
All for Jesus—thou art with us;
 all for Jesus crucified.

5. All for Jesus—all for Jesus,
 this the Church’s song must be;
till, at last, her sons are gathered
 one in love and one in thee.

All kneel or sit for the prayer:

Almighty Father,
look with mercy on this your family 
for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed
and given up into the hands of sinners and to suffer death upon the cross; 
who is alive and glorified
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.
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Maundy Thursday

Introduction

Maundy Thursday marks a new beginning—the beginning of the end. From 
Maundy Thursday evening through to Easter morning we observe a single, 
continuous act of worship. The Watch of Prayer which would normally take place 
after this Service underlines this continuity—there is no blessing or dismissal at 
the end of the Eucharist. What we begin tonight is not completed until the end of 
the First Eucharist of Easter Day.

This is the evening on which we remember the Last Supper and celebrate Our Lord’s 
institution of the Eucharist. White vestments are normally worn to express our 
joy and thanksgiving for this gift to the Church. After the Gospel which describes 
Christ washing the feet of his disciples, the president would normally wash the 
feet of twelve members of the congregation. The washing of the disciples’ feet 
also points to the ‘new commandment’ of love one for another (John 13. 34). It is 
this commandment, in its Latin form, which gives us the derivation of the word 
‘Maundy’: Mandatum novum do vobis (A new commandment I give you).

At the end of the Service, the altars would be stripped while Psalm 22 is sung. The 
Choir and Ministers, who entered the service in an ordered fashion, are asked 
to leave in disarray, recalling the disciples’ desertion of Jesus in the Garden of 
Gethsemane.

Above all this Service is a celebration of Christ’s giving of himself—as the one who 
gave up his life on the cross and whose blood redeems us, and as the one who 
gives us his body and blood in the sacrament of Holy Communion.
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Private Prayers of Preparation

We give you thanks, O Father,
that Jesus, the Lamb of God, is broken and distributed,
yet being broken is not divided,
and unites all who receive him:
we pray that we may celebrate this feast
without enmity or resentment in the heart or in the brain
and share your forgiving life
with all among whom we work and live. 
Amen.

Merciful Father,
Christ’s body was broken on the Cross
by the sins of the world
and is broken now by the sins of the Church:
forgive the world the sins it did not know
and make the Church know and repent the sins it does to you
so that all creation may be reborn and glorified
in the risen body of your Son. 
Amen.

God our Father,
your Son Jesus Christ was obedient to the end
and drank the cup prepared for him:
may we who share his table
watch with him through the night of suffering
and be faithful. 
Amen.

.
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Prayers of Penitence

Our Lord Jesus Christ says.
‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’
‘Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.’
Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love,
and ask him to cleanse us.

Have mercy on us, O God, in your great goodness;
according to the abundance of your compassion blot out our offences.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Against you only have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean;
wash us and we shall be whiter than snow.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

The Lord, who is faithful and just,
forgive us our sins
create and make in us a clean heart
and renew a right spirit within us
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.

The Collect
Let us pray that we may love one another as Christ has loved us.

Silence is kept.

God our Father,
you have invited us to share in the supper
which your Son gave to his Church
to proclaim his death until he comes.
May he nourish us by his presence,
and unite us in his love;
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God now and for ever.
Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word

Old Testament Reading
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for 
you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell 
the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take 
a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for 
a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb shall be 
divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.

This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. 
For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of 
Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you 
on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no 
plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival 
to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 
ordinance. 
 Exodus 12. 1–4, 11–14

Psalm 116. 11–end
What reward shall I give unto the Lord: for all the benefits that he hath done unto 

me?
I will receive the cup of salvation: and call upon the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows now in the presence of all his people: right dear in the sight of the 

Lord is the death of his saints.
Behold, O Lord, how that I am thy servant: I am thy servant, and the son of thine 

handmaid; thou hast broken my bonds in sunder.
I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving: and will call upon the name of the 

Lord.
I will pay my vows unto the Lord, in the sight of all his people: in the courts of the 

Lord’s house, even in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord.

New Testament Reading
Beloved: I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, 
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‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 1 Corinthians 11. 23–26

Gospel Reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart 
of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from 
God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and 
tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 
him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, 
‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, 
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘One who 
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And 
you are clean, though not all of you.’ For he knew who was to betray him; for this 
reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, 
he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and 
Lord - and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you 
an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, 
servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the 
one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.

Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God 
has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him 
at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and 
as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ John 13. 1–17, 31b–35
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Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us
that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters we do also for you:
give us the will to be the servant of others as you were the servant of all,
and gave up your life and died for us,
but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen.

A Memorial Eucharist
At the Eucharist we are with our crucified and risen Lord.
We know that it was not only our ancestors, but we also who were redeemed
and brought forth from bondage to freedom, from mourning to feasting.
We know that as he was with them in the upper room
so our Lord is here with us now.
Until the kingdom of God comes let us celebrate this feast.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of the universe,
you bring forth bread from the earth.
Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of the universe, you create the fruit of the vine.
Blessed be God for ever.

The Thanksgiving Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is truly right to give you thanks,
Father most holy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For on this night he girded himself with a towel
and taking the form of a servant washed the feet of his disciples.
He gave us a new commandment
that we should love one another as he has loved us.
Knowing that his hour had come,
in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples
to be a memorial of his passion,
that we might proclaim his death until he comes again,
and feast with him in his kingdom.
Therefore earth unites with heaven to sing a new song of praise;
we too join with angels and archangels
as they proclaim your glory without end:
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Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus,
Dominus Deus Sabaoth,
pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Benedictus qui venit in nomine
Domini. Osanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Christ is the bread of life.
When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, until you come in glory.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Peter the Apostle, William and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

Silence is kept.
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The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup.
We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Giving of Communion
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
miserere nobis.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
dona nobis pacem.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world, grant us peace.

After Communion
Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament
you have given us the memorial of your passion: 
grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries of your body and blood
that we may know within ourselves and show forth in our lives
the fruit of your redemption, for you are alive and reign, now and for ever.
Amen.
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In your imagination, call to mind the Procession of the Blessed Sacrament to the 
Altar of Repose, where a Watch, would will be kept until midnight.

Tantum ergo sacramentum
Veneremur cernui,
Et antiquum documentum
Novo cedat ritui;
Praestet fides supplementum
Sensuum defectui.

Genitori Genitoque
Laus et jubilatio,
Salus, honor, virtus quoque
Sit et benedictio;
Procedenti ab utroque
Compar sit laudatio.

Therefore we before him bending,
This great sacrament revere;
Types and shadows have their ending,
For the newer rite is here.
Faith our outward sense befriending,
Makes the inward vision clear.

Glory let us give, and blessing,
To the Father and the Son,
Honour, might and praise addressing,
While unending ages run;
Ever too His love confessing,
Who, from both, with both is one.

Words Thomas Aquinas (1227–74), tr John Mason Neale (1818–66)
Tune Pange Lingua, Mode iii melody

When the Ministers return from the Altar of Repose:

Minister The hour is coming, indeed, it has come, when you will be scattered, 
each one to his home, and you will leave me alone;

Minister Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. John 16. 32
President My soul is very sorrowful, even unto death. My Father, if it be 

possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you 
want. Mark 14. 35–36

During the singing of Psalm 22. 1–21 the Altar would be stripped, coverings and 
decorations removed, and lights extinguished.

My God, my God, look upon me; why hast thou forsaken me : and art so far from my 
health, and from the words of my complaint?

O my God, I cry in the day-time, but thou hearest not : and in the night-season also I 
take no rest.

And thou continuest holy : O thou worship of Israel.
Our fathers hoped in thee : they trusted in thee, and thou didst deliver them.
They called upon thee, and were holpen : they put their trust in thee, and were not 

confounded.
But as for me, I am a worm, and no man : a very scorn of men, and the outcast of the 

people.
All they that see me laugh me to scorn : they shoot out their lips, and shake their heads, 

saying,
He trusted in God, that he would deliver him : let him deliver him, if he will have him.
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But thou art he that took me out of my mother’s womb : thou wast my hope, when I 
hanged yet upon my mother’s breasts.

I have been left unto thee ever since I was born: thou art my God, even from my 
mother’s womb.

O go not from me, for trouble is hard at hand : and there is none to help me.
Many oxen are come about me : fat bulls of Basan close me in on every side.
They gape upon me with their mouths: as it were a ramping and a roaring lion.
I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint : my heart also in the midst 

of my body is even like melting wax.
My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue cleaveth to my gums : and thou 

shalt bring me into the dust of death.
For many dogs are come about me : and the council of the wicked layeth siege against 

me.
They pierced my hands and my feet; I may tell all my bones : they stand staring and 

looking upon me.
They part my garments among them : and cast lots upon my vesture.
But be not thou far from me, O Lord : thou art my succour, haste thee to help me.
Deliver my soul from the sword : my darling from the power of the dog.
Save me from the lion’s mouth : thou hast heard me also from among the horns of the 

unicorns.

At the end of the Psalm only one candle remains lit.

Minister The hour is coming, indeed, it has come, when you will be scattered, 
each one to his home, and will leave me alone;

Minister Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me.
President And all the disciples forsook him and fled. John 16. 32

The last light is extinguished and the choir and ministers disperse in disarray.
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The Liturgy of Good Friday

Introduction

Today is the most solemn day of the Christian year—the day on which we enter 
into the dereliction of the man who cried out, ‘My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?’

The Cross stands at the heart of this Good Friday Liturgy. The Liturgy of the 
Word culminates in the singing of the Passion according to St John: the gospel 
account which presents Jesus’ being ‘lifted up’ on the cross not as failure, but as 
his glorification.

After the singing of the Passion, the service moves into the Proclamation of the 
Cross. The president carries a wooden cross from the West End of the Minster 
into the Nave, not in imitation of Christ on the road to Golgotha but as a sign of 
victory, thus continuing the emphasis of St John’s crucifixion narrative. We are 
asked to look upon the cross as if looking at the very wood of the cross on which 
Christ was hung. .

During the Veneration of the Cross, the choir sings a setting of the Reproaches, an 
ancient text based on Scripture in which God’s love for us is set in stark contrast 
with the hatred that the human race has shown towards his Son. The cross is 
then set in place at the Nave Altar Sanctuary, and honoured with candles and the 
singing of the hymn ‘Faithful Cross’ as we kneel in adoration.

There then follows a pattern of intercessory prayer ‘at the foot of the cross’ 
during which we lay before God the needs of the world and individuals at the 
feet of our crucified Saviour.

The Service begins and ends in silence. Silence forms a significant part of the 
simple and austere liturgy of Good Friday. It is both an identification with Christ 
in his suffering and an appropriate response to the mystery of our salvation.

.
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Some prayers for private use

Eternal God,
in the cross of Jesus
we see the cost of our sin
and the depth of your love:
in humble hope and fear
may we place at his feet all that we have and all that we are,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Common Worship: Additional Collects

Thirsting on the cross,
your Son shared the reproach of the oppressed and carried the sins of all;
in him, O God, may the despairing find you,
the afflicted gain life and the whole creation know its true king,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Common Worship: Daily Prayer

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God,
set your passion, cross and death
between your judgement and our souls,
now and in the hour of our death.
Grant mercy and grace to the living, rest to the departed,
to your Church peace and concord 
and to us sinners forgiveness,and everlasting life and glory;
for, with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
you are alive and reign, God, now and for ever. Amen.

from ‘Prayers at the Foot of the Cross’ Common Worship: Daily Prayer

Soul of Christ, sanctify me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, refresh me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O good Jesus, hear me.
Within your wounds hide me.
Let me never be separated from you.
From the power of darkness defend me.
In the hour of my death, call me and bid me come to you,
that with your saints I may praise you for ever and ever. Amen.

Anima Christi, anon 14th century
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The Collect
The president stands and says:

Almighty Father,
look with mercy on this your family
for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed
and given up into the hands of sinners
and to suffer death upon the cross;
who is alive and glorified with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

Old Testament Reading
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

See, my servant shall prosper; 
he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high. 

Just as there were many who were astonished at him—
so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that of mortals—
so he shall startle many nations;
kings shall shut their mouths because of him;
for that which had not been told them they shall see,
and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.
Who has believed what we have heard?
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

He was despised and rejected by others;
a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;
and as one from whom others hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him of no account. 

Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 
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But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed. 

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way,
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 

By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my people. 

They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain.
When you make his life an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. 

Out of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities. 

Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Isaiah 52. 13–53. 12
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The Lamentation

How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people:
 how is she become as a widow.
She that was great among the nations, and princess among the provinces:
 how is she become tributary!
She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks: among all her 

lovers she hath none to comfort her.
The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the solemn assembly:
 all her gates are desolate, and she herself is in bitterness.
The Lord hath afflicted her for the multitude of her transgressions: her children are 

gone into captivity before the enemy.
All they that go by clap their hands at her: 
 they hiss and wag their head at the daughter of Jerusalem, saying,
Is this the city that men called The perfection of beauty: the joy of the whole 

earth?
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return unto the Lord thy God.

For these things I weep: mine eye runneth down with water.
From on high hath the Lord sent fire into my bones, and it prevaileth against them:
 he hath made me desolate and faint all the day.
My flesh and my skin hath he made old: he hath broken my bones.
He hath builded against me: and compassed me with gall and travail.
He hath made me to dwell in dark places: as those that have been long dead.
I am become a derision to all my people: and their song all the day.
Let him give his cheek to him that smiteth him: let him be filled full with reproach.
Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 
 behold and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow.
Remember mine affliction and my misery: the wormwood and the gall.
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return unto the Lord thy God.

Remember, O Lord, what is come upon us: behold and see our reproach.
The joy of our heart is ceased: our dance is turned into mourning.
The crown is fallen from our head: woe unto us for we have sinned.
For this our heart is faint: for these things our eyes are dim.
Let us search and try our ways: and turn again unto the Lord.
Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we shall be turned: renew our days as of old.
It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed: 
 because his compassions fail not.
They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.
The Lord is my portion, saith my soul: therefore will I hope in him.
O Lord, thou hast pleaded the causes of my soul: thou hast redeemed my life.
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return unto the Lord thy God.

Words from the Lamentation of Jeremiah
Music Edward Bairstow (1874–1946), Organist of York Minster (1913–46)
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New Testament Reading
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

The Holy Spirit testifies to us, for after saying, ‘This is the covenant that I will 
make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their 
hearts, and I will write them on their minds’, he also adds, ‘I will remember their 
sins and their lawless deeds no more.’

Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the 
blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the 
curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with 
our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one 
another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. 

Hebrews 10. 16–25

The Passion Gospel

Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there 
was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed 
him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So 
Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief 
priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and 
weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and 
asked them, ‘For whom are you looking?’ They answered, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’ 
Jesus replied, ‘I am he.’ Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 
When Jesus said to them, ‘I am he’, they stepped back and fell to the ground. 
Again he asked them, ‘For whom are you looking?’ And they said, ‘Jesus of 
Nazareth.’ Jesus answered, ‘I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, 
let these men go.’ This was to fulfil the word that he had spoken, ‘I did not lose 
a single one of those whom you gave me.’ Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, 
drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name 
was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, ‘Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not 
to drink the cup that the Father has given me?’

So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound 
him. First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the 
high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it 
was better to have one person die for the people.



55

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known 
to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but 
Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known 
to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and 
brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, ‘You are not also one of this man’s 
disciples, are you?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ Now the slaves and the police had 
made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing round it and 
warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself.

Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his 
teaching. Jesus answered, ‘I have spoken openly to the world; I have always 
taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I 
have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I 
said to them; they know what I said.’ When he had said this, one of the police 
standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, ‘Is that how you answer the 
high priest?’ Jesus answered, ‘If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But 
if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?’ Then Annas sent him bound to 
Caiaphas the high priest.

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, ‘You are 
not also one of his disciples, are you?’ He denied it and said, ‘I am not.’ One of 
the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, 
asked, ‘Did I not see you in the garden with him?’ Again Peter denied it, and at 
that moment the cock crowed.

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the 
morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual 
defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and 
said, ‘What accusation do you bring against this man?’ They answered, ‘If this 
man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.’ Pilate 
said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.’ The 
Jews replied, ‘We are not permitted to put anyone to death.’ (This was to fulfil 
what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.)

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, 
‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own, 
or did others tell you about me?’ Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own 
nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?’ 
Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from 
this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over 
to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ Pilate asked him, ‘So you 
are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and 
for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.’ Pilate asked him, ‘What is truth?’
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After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, ‘I find no 
case against him. But you have a custom that I release someone for you at 
the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’ They 
shouted in reply, ‘Not this man, but Barabbas!’ Now Barabbas was a bandit.

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept 
coming up to him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ and striking him on the face. 
Pilate went out again and said to them, ‘Look, I am bringing him out to you to 
let you know that I find no case against him.’ So Jesus came out, wearing the 
crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, ‘Here is the man!’ 
When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, ‘Crucify him! 
Crucify him!’ Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find 
no case against him.’ The Jews answered him, ‘We have a law, and according to 
that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.’

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his 
headquarters again and asked Jesus, ‘Where are you from?’ But Jesus gave him 
no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, ‘Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you 
not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?’ Jesus 
answered him, ‘You would have no power over me unless it had been given you 
from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater 
sin.’ From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, ‘If you 
release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a 
king sets himself against the emperor.’

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s 
bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it 
was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to 
the Jews, ‘Here is your King!’ They cried out, ‘Away with him! Away with him! 
Crucify him!’ Pilate asked them, ‘Shall I crucify your King?’ The chief priests 
answered, ‘We have no king but the emperor.’ Then he handed him over to 
them to be crucified.

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is 
called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they 
crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between 
them. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, ‘Jesus 
of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.’ Many of the Jews read this inscription, 
because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was 
written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews 
said to Pilate, ‘Do not write, “The King of the Jews”, but, “This man said, I am 
King of the Jews.” ’ Pilate answered, ‘What I have written I have written.’ When 
the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into 
four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was 
seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, ‘Let us 
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not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.’ This was to fulfil what the 
scripture says,
 ‘They divided my clothes among themselves,
  and for my clothing they cast lots.’

And that is what the soldiers did.

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his 
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his 
mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your 
mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfil 
the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’ A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they 
put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 
When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit.

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the 
cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great 
solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken 
and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first 
and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus 
and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of 
the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came 
out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony 
is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) These things occurred so that 
the scripture might be fulfilled, ‘None of his bones shall be broken.’ And again 
another passage of scripture says, ‘They will look on the one whom they have 
pierced.’

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though 
a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away 
the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his 
body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing 
a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They took the 
body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the 
burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he was 
crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever 
been laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb 
was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

Please stand.
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The Proclamation of the Cross

The Contemplation of the Cross

This is an opportunity to contemplate the death of Jesus on the cross. The following 
texts are offered to help bring this to mind.

The Reproaches
O my people, what have I done to you?
How have I offended you? Answer me.

I led you out of Egypt, from slavery to freedom,
but you led your Saviour to the cross.

O my people, what have I done to you?
How have I offended you? Answer me.

Holy is God! Holy and strong! Holy immortal One, have mercy on us.

For forty years I led you safely through the desert.
I fed you with manna from heaven,
and brought you to a land of plenty:
but you led your Saviour to the cross.

Holy is God! Holy and strong! Holy immortal One, have mercy on us.

What more could I have done for you?
I planted you as my fairest vine:
but you yielded only bitterness.
When I was thirsty you gave me vinegar to drink,
and you pierced your Saviour’s side with a lance.

Holy is God! Holy and strong! Holy immortal One, have mercy on us.

I opened the sea before you,
but you opened my side with a spear.
I led you on your way in a pillar of cloud:
but you led me to Pilate’s court.

O my people, what have I done to you? How have I offended you? Answer me.

I bore you up with manna in the desert:
but you struck me down and scourged me.
I gave you saving water from the rock:
but you gave me gall and vinegar to drink.

O my people, what have I done to you? How have I offended you? Answer me.
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I gave you a royal sceptre:
but you gave me a crown of thorns.

I raised you to the height of majesty;
but you have raised me high on a cross.

O my people, what have I done to you? How have I offended you? Answer me.

Words The Reproaches • Music John Sanders (1933–2003)

The Killing
That was the day they killed the Son of God
On a squat hill-top by Jerusalem.
Zion was bare, her children from their maze
Sucked by the dream of curiosity
Clean through the gates. The very halt and blind
Had somehow got themselves up to the hill.
After the ceremonial preparation,
The scourging, nailing, nailing against the wood,
Erection of the main-trees with their burden,
While from the hill rose an orchestral wailing,
They were there at last, high up in the soft spring day.
We watched the writhings, heard the moanings, saw
The three heads turning on their separate axles
Like broken wheels left spinning. Round his head
Was loosely bound a crown of plaited thorn
That hurt at random, stinging temple and brow
As the pain swung into its envious circle.
In front the wreath was gathered in a knot
That as he gazed looked like the last stump left
Of a death-wounded deer’s great antlers. Some
Who came to stare grew silent as they looked,
Indignant or sorry. But the hardened old
And the hard-hearted young, although at odds
From the first morning, cursed him with one curse,
Having prayed for a Rabbi or an armed Messiah
And found the Son of God. What use to them
Was a God or a Son of God? Of what avail
For purposes such as theirs? Beside the cross-foot,
Alone, four women stood and did not move
All day. The sun revolved, the shadows wheeled,
The evening fell. His head lay on his breast,
But in his breast they watched his heart move on
By itself alone, accomplishing its journey.
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Their taunts grew louder, sharpened by the knowledge
That he was walking in the park of death,
Far from their rage. Yet all grew stale at last,
Spite, curiosity, envy, hate itself.
They waited only for death and death was slow
And came so quietly they scarce could mark it.
They were angry then with death and death’s deceit.

I was a stranger, could not read these people
Or this outlandish deity. Did a God
Indeed in dying cross my life that day
By chance, he on his road and I on mine?

Words Edwin Muir (1887–1959)

The Intercession

God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be saved through him. 
Therefore we pray to our heavenly Father 
for people everywhere according to their needs.

Let us pray for the Church of God throughout the world:
for unity in faith, in witness and in service;
for bishops and other ministers, and those whom they serve;
for our bishop, and the people of this diocese;
for all Christians in this place; for those to be baptized;
for those who are mocked and persecuted for their faith;
that God will confirm his Church in faith,
increase it in love, and preserve it in peace.

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
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Almighty and everlasting God,
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified:
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people;
that in their vocation and ministry
they may serve you in holiness and truth
to the glory of your Name;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen.

Let us pray for the nations of the world and their leaders:
 for Elizabeth our Queen and the Parliament of this land;
 for those who administer the law and all who serve in public office;
 for all who strive for justice and reconciliation;
that by God’s help the world may live in peace and freedom.

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Most gracious God and Father, 
in whose will is our peace:
turn our hearts and the hearts of all to yourself,
that by the power of your Spirit
the peace which is founded on justice
may be established throughout the world;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

Let us pray for God’s ancient people, the Jews,
the first to hear his word: 
 for greater understanding between Christian and Jew;
 for the removal of our blindness and bitterness of heart;
that God will grant us grace to be faithful to his covenant 
and to grow in the love of his name.

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
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Lord God of Abraham,
bless the children of your covenant, both Jew and Christian;
take from us all blindness and bitterness of heart,
and hasten the coming of your kingdom,
when Israel shall be saved, the Gentiles gathered in,
and we shall dwell together in mutual love and peace 
under the one God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Let us pray for those who do not believe the Gospel of Christ:
 for those who follow other faiths and creeds;
 for those who have not heard the message of salvation;
 for all who have lost faith; for the contemptuous and scornful;
 for those who are enemies of Christ and persecute those who follow him;
 for all who deny the faith of Christ crucified;
that God will open their hearts to the truth 
and lead them to faith and obedience.

Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us.

Merciful God, creator of all the people of the earth,
have compassion on all who do not know you,
and by the preaching of your Gospel with grace and power,
gather them into the one fold of the one Shepherd; Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for all those who suffer:
 for those who are deprived and oppressed;
 for all who are sick and frail;
 for those in darkness, in doubt and in despair, in loneliness and in fear;
 for prisoners; for the victims of false accusations and violence;
 for all at the point of death and those who watch beside them;
that God in his mercy will sustain them with the knowledge of his love.

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
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Almighty and everlasting God,
the comfort of the sad, 
the strength of those who suffer;
hear the prayers of your children who cry out of any trouble:
and to every distressed soul grant mercy, relief, and refreshment,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

Let us commend ourselves and all God’s children to his unfailing love,
and pray for the grace of a holy life,
that, with all who have died in the peace of Christ,
we may come to the fullness of eternal life
and the joy of the resurrection.

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom,
you know our needs before we ask,
and our ignorance in asking:
have compassion on our weakness,
and give us those things 
which for our unworthiness we dare not,
and for our blindness we cannot ask,
for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament

As the Agnus Dei is sung, the holy table would be covered with a fair linen cloth 
and the consecrated elements carried in procession from the place of reservation. 
You are invited to enter into this action through the power of your imagination, 
and to respond in prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer
Kneeling at the foot of the cross, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

The Conclusion

Most merciful God,
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world:
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross
we may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Holy Saturday

Introduction
From a liturgical point of view, Holy Saturday is a day like no other, a day of 
emptiness and waiting. We put ourselves in the minds of the first disciples 
who didn’t know how the story would end. It’s a situation we can very much 
relate as we wait to see how we will adapt in the presence of a new virus 
against which there is little defence. We are not used to being passive, 
but there is an real theological insight here: we are not as in control as we 
normally believe. This element of passivity, has the same root as Passion. The 
passive suffering of Christ was explored with great insight by the theologian  
W H Vanstone in The Stature of Waiting. 

There is no formal liturgy of Holy Saturday until the Vigil in the evening, and 
that is part of the point. The disciples were numb in response to the death of 
Jesus: everything they had hoped for had been taken away, their dreams were 
shattered and their friend was lying in a tomb. In the Minster, we would normally 
mark the day with an Evensong which is as pared back as much as is possible, 
with no Glorias in the responses, psalms or canticles. This truncated observation 
of the Office reflects the visual appearance of the building, in which the altars 
have been stripped bare. In this exceptional liturgy of the imagination, this is 
perhaps an opportunity for those who have time, to observe more of the Vigil 
than is normally realistic. Here is a framework which can be adapted to your own 
circumstances.

The Vigil of Easter

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
on this most holy night, when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life, 
the Church invites her children throughout the world 
to come together in vigil and prayer.  
This is the Passover of the Lord.
We remember his death and resurrection
by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries,
confident that we shall share his victory over death
and live with him for ever in God.

As we await the risen Christ, 
let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, 
recalling how he saved his people in ages past, 
and in the fullness of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer; 
and let us pray that through this Easter celebration 
God may bring to perfection in each of us the saving work he has begun.
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The Vigil Readings, Psalms and Prayers

The Creation
Genesis 1.1–2.4a

Psalm 104.1–7
Psalm response:
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.

Silence is kept.

Almighty God,
you have created the heavens and the earth
and made us in your own image:
teach us to discern your hand in all your works
and your likeness in all your children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Amen.

The Fall
Genesis 3

Psalm 51.1–7
Psalm response:
Have mercy on me, O God.

Silence is kept.

Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed
to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life:
grant that we, having this hope,
may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom;
where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
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Abraham and Isaac
Genesis 22.1–18

Psalm 16.6–end
Psalm response:
In your presence is the fullness of joy.

Silence is kept.

Almighty God,
whose chosen servant Abraham
faithfully obeyed your call
and rejoiced in your promise
that, in him, all the families of the earth should be blessed:
give us a faith like his,
that, in us, your promises may be fulfilled;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Amen.

Moses and the burning bush
Exodus 3.1–6

Psalm 27
Psalm response:
Wait patiently for the Lord.

Silence is kept.

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love:
grant that your people may be fervent
in the fellowship of the gospel
that, always abiding in you,
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Amen.
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The Passover
Exodus 12.1–24

Psalm 77.11–end
Psalm response:
With a mighty arm you redeem your people.

Silence is kept.

God our Father,
you have invited us to share in the supper
which your Son gave to his Church
to proclaim his death until he comes:
may he nourish us by his presence,
and unite us in his love;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
 
Crossing the Red Sea
Exodus 14.10–end; 15.1a

Canticle: The Song of Moses and Miriam (Common Worship: Daily Prayer, page 
569)
Canticle response:
I will sing to the Lord,
who has triumphed gloriously.

Silence is kept.

Lord God our redeemer,
who heard the cry of your people
and sent your servant Moses to lead them out of slavery:
free us from the tyranny of sin and death
and, by the leading of your Spirit,
bring us to our promised land;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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I will save you from all your afflictions
Isaiah 54.5–15

Psalm 30
Psalm response:
I will exalt you, O Lord.

Silence is kept.

Almighty and everlasting God,
who in your tender love towards the human race
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
to take upon him our flesh
and to suffer death upon the cross:
grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility,
and also be made partakers of his resurrection;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Amen.

Let us return to the Lord who saves us
Isaiah 55.1–11

Canticle: A Song of Deliverance (Common Worship: Daily Prayer, page 578)
Canticle response:
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.

Silence is kept.

Most merciful God,
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world:
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross
we may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Amen.
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God promises a new heart
Jeremiah 31.31–34

Psalm 51.8–18
Psalm response:
Make me a clean heart, O God.

Silence is kept.

Almighty God,
in Christ you make all things new:
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives
make known your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Amen.

Sprinkled with the water of life
Ezekiel 36.24–28

Psalm 42.1–7
Psalm response:
My soul longs for you, O God.

Silence is kept.

Heavenly Father,
by the power of your Holy Spirit
you give to your faithful people new life
in the water of baptism.
Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit,
that we who are born again
may serve you in faith and love,
and grow into the full stature of your Son,
Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit now and for ever.
Amen.
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The valley of dry bones
Ezekiel 37.1–14

Psalm 126
Psalm response:
The Lord has done great things for us.

Silence is kept.

Lord God of our salvation,
you speak the word to your scattered people,
and bring up our life from the valley of death:
breathe your Spirit upon your Church,
that we may live and stand before you
confident in your risen Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

The river of life
Ezekiel 47.1–12

Psalm 46.1–5
Psalm response:
God is our refuge and strength.

Silence is kept.

God, the giver of life,
whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church:
by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ and make us eager
to do your will,
that we may share with the whole creation the joys of eternal life;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
[who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever].
Amen.
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Jerusalem praises God
Zephaniah 3.14–end

Psalm 98
Psalm response:
Sing to the Lord a new song.

Silence is kept.

Almighty God,
who called your Church to bear witness
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself:
help us to proclaim the good news of your love,
that all who hear it may be drawn to you;
through him who was lifted up on the cross,
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
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Easter Eve

The Service of Light, Renewal of Vows  
and the Proclamation of the Resurrection

Introduction

From earliest times Christians have gathered through the night of Easter Eve to 
recall the story of God’s saving work, from creation through to the death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. However, the Easter Liturgy is far more 
than merely a presentation of God’s work. It is intended to be a real experience 
of new life for the worshipper, a passing from darkness to light which offers hope 
to all the faithful. 

The Easter Vigil marks the end of the emptiness of Holy Saturday, and leads into 
the celebration of Christ’s resurrection. The singing of the Exsultet, the ancient 
hymn of triumph and rejoicing, links this night of our Christian redemption to 
the Passover night of Israel’s redemption out of Egypt.  Christian baptism is a 
participation in the death and resurrection of Christ, and the Easter Vigil was 
from early Christian times a preferred occasion for baptism. It is fittingly a time 
when those who are already Christians may repeat with renewed commitment 
the promises of their own baptism, those who are not confirmed may receive 
confirmation, and all may strengthen their sense of incorporation into the royal 
and priestly ministry of the whole people of God.

The Easter Gospel is proclaimed with all the joy and splendour that the church 
can find and the Alleluia, which has been silent throughout Lent, returns. 

In this service of the imagination, some of the liturgical texts are included for 
prayerful contemplation.
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The Service of Light

As the new fire is kindled, this prayer is offered:

Eternal God, 
who made this most holy night 
to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 
set us aflame with the fire of your love, 
and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The letters A and Ω and the figures of the current year are marked on the Paschal 
Candle:

Christ yesterday and today, 
the beginning and the end, Alpha and Omega;  
all time belongs to him, and all ages;  
to him be glory and power, through every age and for ever.  Amen.

Grains of incense of incense are placed in the candle:

By his holy and glorious wounds 
may Christ our Lord guard and keep us.  Amen.

The Paschal Candle is lit:

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.

The deacon, raises the Paschal Candle and sings: ‘The light of Christ.’

All respond: ‘Thanks be to God.’

The candles of the Ministers and Congregation are lit.

The Paschal Candle is carried to the head of the Nave and the response is repeated:

The light of Christ. Thanks be to God.

The Ministers and Congregation follow the Paschal Candle to the head of the 
Nave, and the response is repeated again:

The light of Christ. Thanks be to God.
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The Exsultet

Rejoice, heavenly powers!  Sing, choirs of angels! 
O Universe, dance around God’s throne! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
Sound the victorious trumpet of salvation!

Rejoice, O earth, in glory, revealing the splendour of your creation 
radiant in the brightness of your triumphant King! 
Christ has conquered! Now his life and glory fill you! 
Darkness vanishes for ever! 

Rejoice, O Mother Church!  Exult in glory! 
The risen Saviour, our Lord of life, shines upon you! 
Let all God’s people sing and shout for joy.

It is right and good that with hearts and minds and voices
we should praise you, Father almighty, the unseen God, 
through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who has saved us by his death, paid the price of Adam’s sin,
and reconciled us once again to you.

For this is the Passover feast, when Christ, the true Lamb of God, is slain
whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful.

This is the night when you first saved our ancestors,
freeing Israel from her slavery and leading her safely through the sea.

This is the night when Jesus Christ vanquished hell, 
broke the chains of death and rose triumphant from the grave.

This is the night when all who believe in him are freed from sin,
restored to grace and holiness, and share the victory of Christ.

This is the night that gave us back what we had lost;
beyond our deepest dreams you made even our sin a happy fault.

Most blessed of all nights when evil and hatred are put to flight and sin is 
washed away, lost innocence regained, and mourning turned to joy.

Night truly blessed when hatred is cast out, 
peace and justice find a home, and heaven is joined to earth 
and all creation reconciled to you.
Therefore, heavenly Father, in this our Easter joy
accept our sacrifice of praise, your Church’s solemn offering.
Grant that this Easter Candle may make our darkness light.
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For Christ the morning star has risen in glory;
Christ is risen from the dead and his flame of love still burns within us!
Christ sheds his peaceful light on all the world! 

The Easter Acclamation

Christos anesti!  
Alleluia, Christ is risen!

Alithos anesti!  He is risen indeed!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Collect

Lord of all life and power, 
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
overcame the old order of sin and death 
to make all things new in him:  
grant that we, being dead to sin 
and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 
may reign with him in glory;  
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and honour, glory and might, 
now and in all eternity.  
Amen.

New Testament Reading
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no 
longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have 
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, 
being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion 
over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he 
lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God 
in Christ Jesus.

Romans 6.3-11
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Gospel Reading

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very 
early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the 
tomb. They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us 
from the entrance to the tomb?’ When they looked up, they saw that the stone, 
which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, 
they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and 
they were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking 
for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. 
Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he 
is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ So 
they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 
them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

Mark 16.1-8

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.
To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

Therefore I ask:

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
I reject them.
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
I renounce them.
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?
I repent of them.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
I turn to Christ.
Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
I submit to Christ.
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
I come to Christ.
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Prayer over the Water

This prayer is made over the water of Baptism:

Praise God who made heaven and earth,
who keeps his promise for ever.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ
was baptized in the river Jordan,
we thank you for the gift of water to cleanse us and revive us.
We thank you that through the waters of the Red Sea
you led your people out of slavery
to freedom in the Promised Land.
We thank you that through the deep waters of death
you brought your Son,
and raised him to life in triumph.
Bless this water, that your servants who are washed in it
may be made one with Christ in his death and in his resurrection,
to be cleansed and delivered from all sin.
Send your Holy Spirit upon them,
bring them to new birth in the household of faith
and raise them with Christ to full and eternal life;
for all might, majesty, authority and power are yours,
now and for ever.  
Amen.

Profession of Faith

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
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he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

At the first Eucharist of Easter, this Preface is used:

The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and on this night of our redemption
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
For by the mystery of his passion
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,
has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

As the bread is broken, this prayer is used:

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
Lord, our hearts hunger for you; give us this bread always.

Prayer after Communion

God of Life,
who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son
to the death of the cross,
and by his glorious resurrection
have delivered us from the power of our enemy:
grant us so to die daily to sin,
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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The Blessing 

God the Father,
by whose love Christ was raised from the dead,
open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.  Amen.

God the Son,
who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory,
give you joy as you share the Easter faith.  Amen.

God the Holy Spirit,
who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord,
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.  Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.
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Easter Day

Easter

RIse heart; thy Lord is risen. Sing his praise
         Without delayes,
Who takes thee by the hand, that thou likewise
         With him mayst rise:
That, as his death calcined thee to dust,
His life may make thee gold, and much more, just.

Awake, my lute, and struggle for thy part
         With all thy art.
The crosse taught all wood to resound his name,
         Who bore the same.
His stretched sinews taught all strings, what key
Is best to celebrate this most high day.

Consort both heart and lute, and twist a song
         Pleasant and long:
Or, since all musick is but three parts2 vied
         And multiplied,
O let thy blessed Spirit bear a part,
And make up our defects with his sweet art.

 I got me flowers to straw thy way;
 I got me boughs off many a tree:
 But thou wast up by break of day,
 And brought’st thy sweets along with thee.

 The Sunne arising in the East,
 Though he give light, and th’ East perfume;
 If they should offer to contest
 With thy arising, they presume.

 Can there be any day but this,
 Though many sunnes to shine endeavour?
 We count three hundred, but we misse:
 There is but one, and that one ever.

Words George Herbert (1593–1633)
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Introduction

The celebration of Holy Communion on Easter Day would normally be one of the 
greatest joy. Although every Sunday is a celebration of Our Lord’s resurrection, 
from earliest days Christians have given special significance to the annual marking 
of the events of Jesus Christ’s journey to his death and his glorious rising from 
the dead.

All the resources of the church—music, flowers, incense, colours—are normally 
used to celebrate Christ’s resurrection. The ‘Alleluia’, which has been silent 
throughout Lent, returns. Despite the particular circumstances in which we 
will celebrate the resurrection this year, as we hear the ancient Easter Greeting 
proclaimed, whatever the medium of transmission, you are invited to reply boldly 
in mind, heart and voice: ‘He is risen indeed! Alleluia!’ Let Alleluia return to the 
lips of the Church today.

The Introduction

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour,
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry, and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.
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May Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon us,
pardon and deliver us from all our sins,
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,
and keep us in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect

Lord of all life and power,
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son
overcame the old order of sin and death
to make all things new in him:
grant that we, being dead to sin
and alive to you in Jesus Christ,
may reign with him in glory;
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be praise and honour, glory and might,
now and in all eternity. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

New Testament Reading
Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of Cornelius. ‘I truly 
understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears 
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent 
to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ – he is Lord of all. That 
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but 
to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.’

Acts 10. 34–43
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Gospel Reading
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran 
and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
towards the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following 
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the 
cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 
up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 
went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, 
that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, 
why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and 
I do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned 
around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 
Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, 
‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ which means Teacher. 
Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.“’ Mary Magdalene went and announced 
to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these 
things to her.  John 20. 1–18

Commission
Those who are baptized are called to worship and serve God.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you persevere in resisting evil,
and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?
With the help of God, I will.
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Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbour as yourself?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society,
by prayer for the world and its leaders,
by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice?
With the help of God, I will.

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,
that you may be rooted and grounded in love
and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace
The Archbishop says:

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said
‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you
and also with you. Alleluia.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks, almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
For by the mystery of his passion
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
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And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus,
Dominus Deus Sabaoth,
pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Benedictus qui venit in nomine
Domini. Osanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his body and his blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of your kingdom, and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Jesus Christ is Lord:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.
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Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and for ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
The Archbishop breaks the consecrated bread, saying:

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Alleluia! Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
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Prayer after Communion
The Archbishop says

Let us stand to pray.

God of life,
who for our redemption
gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross,
and by his glorious resurrection
have delivered us from the power of our enemy:
grant us so to die daily to sin,
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace,
and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



90

The Dismissal

Please remain standing.

The Archbishop says:

The God of peace,
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always.
Amen.

The Deacon says:

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

.



Most glorious Lord of life, that on this day,
 Didst make thy triumph over death and sin:
 And having harrow’d hell, didst bring away
 Captivity thence captive, us to win:
This joyous day, dear Lord, with joy begin,
 And grant that we for whom thou diddest die,
 Being with thy dear blood clean wash’d from sin,
 May live for ever in felicity.
And that thy love we weighing worthily,
 May likewise love thee for the same again:
 And for thy sake, that all like dear didst buy,
 With love may one another entertain.
So let us love, dear love, like as we ought,
Love is the lesson which the Lord us taught. 

Words Edmund Spenser (1553–99)
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