DAT E S FOR YOU R
DI A RY
Please check the York Minster website for further
details and to reconfirm timings: www.yorkminster.org

Welcome to the York Minster
Fund Spring Newsletter

None of our work could happen without your
support, so we’d like to invite you to send in
stories about York Minster and why you love it.
It could be anything, from events you’ve enjoyed
to reasons why you support YMF. Who knows,
you could be featured in a future newsletter!
Contributions to ymf@yorkminster.org

W E L C OM E F ROM T H E DI R E C T OR
OF T H E YOR K M I N S T E R F U N D

York Minster Fund Patrons’
Event, Minster by Evening – CANCELLED
Thursday 4th June at 6.15pm
Dinner in the Lady Chapel with Beef, Beer and Bubbles
Saturday 19th September

One of the most striking changes in recent
years has been the move towards contactless
and card payments, a so-called ‘cashless’
society. This has had a knock-on effect for
all charities, who have traditionally relied
on the change in our pockets.
Embracing this challenge, teams at the Minster
have been working together to develop and trial
exciting solutions. In April 2019 we received our
first contactless donations and in July we hosted
contactless donation plates in a much-discussed
trial of the technology.
This year, we’re building on that success with
first-of-their-kind external donation stations.
With casings designed by the talented Minster
masons, these installations will celebrate the
stunning stonework of this beautiful cathedral
while also ensuring its future.
Adopting emerging technologies like contactless
means that you can do more good in more ways,
preserving York Minster for many generations
to come.

As I write this introduction the country is faced with
the challenges presented by the Coronavirus. This
is affecting everyone’s lives and has seen significant
changes to the life of the Minster as well as the need to
restrict certain activities in order to make people safe.
However, that life goes on and the daily cycle of prayer
continues as it has done for more than five centuries.
In times of uncertainty, one of the joys of working at York
Minster is that it puts our present concerns into the context
of more than a thousand years of history. It is reassuring
to think that we are standing on the shoulders of the many
generations before us who have cared for and preserved
this magnificent building and everything that it stands for.
Through the centuries, the Minster has survived floods,
wars and plagues. Its continuing presence is a testimony
to the resilience of all the people who love this place.
In testing times it is good to look to the future and in this
newsletter we do just that, with updates on a couple of
the craftsmen of the future, our fantastic apprentices.
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We also look at a way of giving for the future, with
our piece on digital donations, and take a brief look at
some of the results of our Research and Development
programme and the technology of the future.
We also give you an opportunity to be part
of future newsletters with an invitation to let
us know your stories about the Minster.
At some point, Coronavirus will be another chapter in
the long history of the Minster. But it is only through your
ongoing support and generosity that we can secure the
future of this wonderful building, so thank you once again.

NEIL SA NDER SON

Director of York Minster Fund

STAINED GLASS
ADOPTION PACKS

Yorkshire is scattered with ruined castles and abbeys,
but the Minster has survived the centuries and continues
to inspire people from across the world. In fact, some
of its oldest features still inspire cutting-edge research
to this day.
Dr Katie Harrison’s recently completed PhD is the most
extensive study of the St Cuthbert Window in a century.
That research has been used to create Stained Glass
Adoption Packs, which bring the characters in the St
Cuthbert Window closer than ever before. From Henry V to
the head of King Oswald, grotesque demons to St Cuthbert
himself, there are a wide range of characters to get to know!
Enclosed in a smart presentation folder along with a
certificate of adoption, high-quality photography provided
by York Glaziers Trust and information about the life of
St Cuthbert, each pack will support the preservation of
the Minster’s unparalleled collection of stained glass.
The adoption packs start at £25 and will be available in
the York Minster shop and online at shop.yorkminster.org.

JA M E S DIG GER

A young apprentice stonemason at York
Minster was named as one of the UK’s best
young apprentices and students at the
National Finals of the WorldSkills UK Live
competition at the NEC Birmingham.
James Digger aged 20, received a gold award for
his exceptional skills. He was one of more than
500 apprentices and students competing in over 70
different disciplines, all battling to be the best in the
UK. Participating in WorldSkills UK competitions
equips young people with the world-class skills
that they will need to help UK businesses compete
in the global economy. More than 83,000 young
people registered for the WorldSkills UK event.
James has been an apprentice stonemason in
the Minster’s renowned Stoneyard since 2017.
He studied at York College and completed his
stonemasonry course in July 2019. James has recently
commenced the Cathedral Workshop Fellowship
programme which he will complete in 2021.
Commenting on his achievement, The Right Revd
Dr Jonathan Frost, Dean of York said: “The whole
Minster Community is delighted for James. This gold
award is a wonderful testimony to his exceptional
skill and hard work. We are so proud of him.”
Alex McCallion, Director of Works and Precinct at
York Minster said: “James was in competition with
some of the UK’s most talented young stonemasons.
To have emerged with a gold award is a triumph.
We are immensely proud of him and look forward to
supporting him in the next phase of the competition.”
Those taking part in the competitions will go
through to the selection process for a place
in the UK squad that will travel to China for
the prestigious international competition,
WorldSkills Shanghai in May 2021.

M ICH A EL
BENS ON , M BE
All of us at York Minster Fund offer warmest
congratulations to our former director,
The Hon. Michael Benson, on receiving an MBE.
This award was in recognition of Michael’s
outstanding service on behalf of York Minster.

RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT

Ben Blackledge, Deputy CEO of WorldSkills UK,
said: “This is a life-changing moment for these
young people. They have already won regional
competitions and now their National Finals.
“They are the new generation of high flyers that
will give UK employers a competitive edge.
We couldn’t be prouder of each and every one
of them – the standard of competition could
not have been higher.”

A PPR EN T ICE
PROF I L E

CHARLIE GEE
Apprentice Stonemason

Image 1

As part of the ongoing research and development
project we have been investigating the developments
in stone cutting technology. In November 2019 a trial of
stone cutting machinery was carried out jointly by YMF,
the York Minster Stoneyard and an Italian machinery
manufacturer. A weathered finial was removed and
reproduced by a York Minster carver (image 1). The finished
piece was then scanned
in 3 dimensions
and the data used
by specialist CAM
(Computer Aided
Manufacture) software
to create a program
to instruct a cutting
machine (image 2).
Image 2

A replica piece was
produced by the machine
with surface stone left in
place to be hand-finished
by the masons (image 3).
This was a first trial
and further discussions
are now taking place to
understand how these
modern tools could support
the masons in their work to
conserve and restore York
Minster in the future.

Charlie is 17 and grew up in Dorset. In his
teens he worked as a labourer for his Dad,
a stonemason, and was inspired to become
a stonemason himself. Charlie left school
at 16 to enrol at Weymouth College, which is
known internationally for its stonemasonry
courses. Charlie joined York Minster as an
apprentice in November 2019. He has already
worked on 3 stones in the workshop, giving
him a good foundation for his apprenticeship
to come. He enjoys the entire process of
setting out a stone to the finishing stages, and
looks forward to learning the varied skills
employed by stonemasons at York Minster,
from stone carving to fixing stones on site.
Charlie enjoys attending York College and
is keen to take part in competitions as
part of his practice. The next competition
is to design, model and carve a Boss
stone, which he is looking forward to.
York Minster is proving to be a great place for
Charlie to learn his trade. He says, ‘The best
thing about working here is the helpful and
supportive atmosphere created by my colleagues
as well as the amazing tools and workshop.’

Image 3

We have also been looking
at a manually operated
stone band saw that can
cut to a guide or by eye
and would support with
the creation of complex
shapes such as tracery
windows pieces (image 4).
Image 4

