
SOLEMN EUCHARIST
ON

THE DAY OF PENTECOST

Sunday 23 May 2021



The Eucharist on the Feast of Pentecost
Pentecost, whose name indicates fifty days of celebration, has its roots in the 
Jewish Feast of Weeks, which was completed on the fiftieth day after Passover. 
On the fiftieth day of Easter, God sends his Holy Spirit to empower the Church 
to perform the mission which the risen Christ has entrusted to it. Pentecost 
celebrates both the Holy Spirit and the Christian Church. After the Easter Vigil, 
the time of Pentecost was a preferred occasion for baptism in early Christian 
centuries, and the services of Pentecost also reflect this baptismal theme. Christ’s 
disciples are born again of water and the spirit. Ascension and Pentecost are 
closely linked. The risen Lord is no longer present to the Church in the body 
of his flesh; the Church is now to be the new body of Christ, filled with his life 
through the gift of the Spirit. Adapted from Common Worship: Times and Seasons

Today’s service will be sung by the Minster Choir to the Missa Dum 
complerentur by G P da Palestrina and to chant from Mass VIII.

The Preacher is the Revd Dr Victoria Johnson, Precentor.

Please join in saying together the words printed in bold type.

Information about this Service

 ♦ This service is being live-streamed, but care is taken to focus on the clergy 
and not the congregation.

 ♦ Hand sanitizer is available for your use; we ask that everyone maintains 
physical distancing at all times. Please refrain from gathering or socialising 
with one another after the service and please follow the directions of the 
stewards.

 ♦ For licensing and safeguarding reasons, please do not record this service on 
your own devices.

 ♦ Communion is administered in one kind only. If you normally receive 
communion in your own church, you are very welcome to receive 
communion here.

 ♦ If you do not wish to take communion but would like to receive a blessing, 
please come forward and let the minister know.

 ♦ Gluten-free communion wafers are available from the communion station 
at the front, nearest the altar. Please follow the directions of the Stewards. 
When the time comes to receive communion, please ask the minister for a 
gluten-free wafer.
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The Gathering

The President says:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Alleluia. Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Please sit.

Introduction

The President welcomes the congregation and introduces the liturgy.

Jesus Christ, whom we worship, 
is our crucified, risen and ascended Lord
and we have walked with him through his journey of love.
We have contemplated the agony of his suffering 
 and death on a cross.
We have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death.
We have enjoyed his risen presence with us
and his revelation of himself through the breaking of bread.
We have seen his return to the throne 
 before which every knee shall bow
and every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord.
And now, with the followers of his own time, 
we await the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, 
his gift to his people,
through whom we make Christ known to the world.
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The Pentecost Reading

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. 
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one 
heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, 
they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we 
hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and 
said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

“In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
 and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
 and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
 in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
 and they shall prophesy.
And I will show portents in the heaven above
 and signs on the earth below,
 blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
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The sun shall be turned to darkness
 and the moon to blood,
 before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

 Acts 2. 1–21

Please stand.

Gloria in Excelsis

The choir sings:
Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax 
hominibus bonae voluntatis. 
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, 
glorificamus te, gratias agimus tibi propter 
magnam gloriam tuam.

Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, Deus  
Pater omnipotens. Domine Fili unigenite, 
Jesu Christe: Domine Deus, Agnus Dei,
Filius Patris, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
miserere nobis, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
suscipe deprecationem nostram. 
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis.

Quoniam tu solus sanctus,
tu solus Dominus,
tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe,  
cum Sancto Spiritu, 
in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his 
people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Please remain standing.
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The Collect

Let us pray.

Silence is kept.

God, who as at this time
taught the hearts of your faithful people
by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit:
grant us by the same Spirit
to have a right judgement in all things
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort;
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Please sit.

The Liturgy of the Word

New Testament Reading

A Reading from the Letter of Paul the Apostle to the Romans.

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; 
and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in 
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what 
is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray 
as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And 
God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

Romans 8. 22–27

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading

The Gospel is heralded by music played on the organ. Please stand.

When the Gospel is announced the reader says:

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: ‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You 
also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning.

‘I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 
But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are 
you going?” But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, 
for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 
him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 
righteousness and judgement: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 
about judgement, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak 
on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that 
he will take what is mine and declare it to you.’

John 15. 26–27; 16. 4b–15

After the Gospel the reader says:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Music is played to honour the Gospel.

Sermon
The Revd Dr Victoria Johnson, Canon Precentor

The organist improvises a reflective response.
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The Creed

Let us affirm our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.



9

Prayers of Intercession

These responses may be used:

Lord, come to bless us
and fill us with your Spirit.

The prayers may conclude:

Generous God,
you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Messiah at the river Jordan,
and upon the disciples in the upper room:
in your mercy fill us with your Spirit,
hear our prayer,
and make us one in heart and mind
to serve you with joy for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

The President says:

God has made us one in Christ.
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come,
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia.

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you
and also with you. Alleluia.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Members of the congregation are invited to exchange a sign of peace.
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Offertory Motet

As the choir sings, the gifts of bread and wine and the congregation are censed.

Dum complerentur dies Pentecostes,
erant omnes pariter dicentes, Alleluia:
et subito factus est
sonus de coelo, Alleluia,
tamquam spiritus vehementis,
et replevit totam domum, Alleluia.

Dum ergo essent 
in unum discipuli congregati, 
propter metum iudæorum,
sonus repente de coelo 
venit super eos,
tamquam spiritus vehementis,
et replevit totam domum, Alleluia.

When the day of Pentecost had come
they were all together talking, alleluia:
and suddenly there was 
a sound from heaven, alleluia,
as of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled the whole house, alleluia.

When therefore the disciples 
were gathered together in one 
for fear of the Jews, 
a sound from heaven came upon them,
as of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled the whole house, alleluia.

Words Acts 2. 1–2 ♦ Music Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525–94)

Taking of the Bread and Wine

This prayer is said as the gifts are presented:

Blessed be God,
who feeds the hungry,
who raises the poor,
who fills our praise.
Blessed be God for ever.
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The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, your only Son our Lord.
This day we give you thanks
because in fulfilment of your promise
you pour out your Spirit upon us,
filling us with your gifts, leading us into all truth,
and uniting peoples of many tongues 
 in the confession of one faith.

Your Spirit gives us grace to call you Father,
to proclaim your Gospel to all nations
and to serve you as a royal priesthood.
Therefore we join our voices with angels and archangels,
and with all those in whom the Spirit dwells,
to proclaim the glory of your name,
for ever praising you and saying:

The choir sings:

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus,
Dominus Deus Sabaoth,
pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Benedictus qui venit in nomine
Domini. Osanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

Jesus Christ is Lord:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Peter the Apostle and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Please remain standing. A short silence is kept.

The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying:

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Alleluia! Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life.

Communion is administered at a number of places. You will be guided by the Stewards.

During the distribution of Communion the choir sings:

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
miserere nobis.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
dona nobis pacem.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world, grant us peace.
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Prayer after Communion
The congregation stands.

The President says

Let us pray.

Faithful God,
who fulfilled the promises of Easter
by sending us your Holy Spirit
and opening to every race and nation
the way of life eternal,
open our lips by your Spirit,
that every tongue may tell of your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace,
and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



The Dismissal

Please remain standing.

The President says:

The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth,
give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God.
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

The Deacon says:

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

As the procession moves from the Nave, the choir sings Psalm 150.

Material in this Order of Service is taken from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of 
England and Common Worship: Times and Seasons, copyright © 2000–2006 the Presidents’ Council. 
The texts of the Scripture readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible 
(Anglicized edition), copyright © 1989, 1994 the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. This compilation is copyright © 2021 The Chapter of York.


