
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I am the resurrection and the life 
 
The raising of Lazarus is a key moment in John’s account of the life 
and teaching of Jesus.  I would go so far as to say that it is pivotal, the 
moment when the likelihood of Jesus’ death became an inevitability. 
 
If I had to choose one chapter of the New Testament to take with me 
to a desert island it would probably be John chapter 11.  It is full of 
drama and typical human behaviour. It is a passage which addresses 
a basic human experience, one which almost all of us will go through 
during our lifetime: bereavement.   
 
Like so many bereavements there is a sense of regret, possibly even 
of anger.  Mary and Martha feel that things would have gone 
differently for their beloved brother if Jesus had returned sooner.  
The ‘only ifs’ which accompany so many experiences of loss are alive 
and well in this Gospel passage.  Death changes so much for the living that everything can feel like it’s 
being turned upside down.   
 
Into all this familiar drama Jesus comes with a new and stunning intention.  This death is going to be unlike 
all other deaths: Lazarus will be raised back into life.  The event of this death will be the occasion for Jesus 
to set out the fullness of his teaching prior to his execution.  In his conversation with Martha Jesus begins 
to address the question of Martha’s faith with regard to the resurrection.  Martha replies as the Pharisees 
did, that there will be a resurrection on the last day.  This is the moment when Jesus collapses the distance 
between that future event and his own presence.  ‘No Martha, the moment of new life begins with me: 
when you welcome me into your life the resurrection has already begun’.   
 
Time and again Jesus demolishes the perceived distance between an Almighty God out there in the 
universe and the daily lives of men and women.  When he heals people he tells them that ‘the Kingdom of 
God has come close to you’.  When he talks with a woman at a well the idea of a cool drink is transformed 
into the promise of internal and unending refreshment.  The coming of God in Jesus Christ changes both 
what it means for us to be human and also alters our understanding of what it means for there to be a 
God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 
Cont. 
 
Words from this Gospel are routinely used in the funeral service.  I often say on such occasions that we 
never fully know another person, no matter how much time we have spent with them.  It’s impossible for 
us to know someone else 100%.  Only God can truly know who we have been and who we are.  It is in 
God’s loving presence that we are recollected, brought fully alive and held by God’s infinite mercy.  No 
wonder that those extraordinary words brought such hope into the hearts of Martha and Mary.  I hope 
that they continue to uplift and encourage those who feel equally despairing.  In Christ all shall be made 
alive. 
 
Prayer: Saviour, we believe you weep at every death, 

and pray at every tomb, for all the dead whose faith is known to you alone.  
Like Lazarus, call us your friends, stay in our company, share what we have, 
come to our aid when we call, and grant us eternal life.  Amen. 

 
 

 


