
CHOR AL EVENSONG

ON

THE DAY OF PENTECOST

WHITSUNDAY

Sunday 5 June 2022
at 4.00 pm



Welcome
A warm welcome to York Minster and to this service of Choral Evensong. 
Welcome if you are a regular worshipper and know the Minster well, and 
welcome if you are experiencing this building and this form of worship for the 
first time today.

Today’s service will be live streamed from the Minster. We hope that this regular 
provision of choral worship will help us through the months ahead and the 
challenges of different restrictions due to the pandemic.

In this service we are immersed in the words of scripture, spoken and sung, and 
we are given time and space to lose ourselves in prayer and come closer to God.
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Order of Service

A bell is rung and these prayers are sung:

O praise the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord.

Let us pray.

O Lord, open thou our lips and purify our hearts, that we may worthily magnify 
thy holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O praise the Lord with me, and let us magnify his name together.

Introit

God be in my head, and in my understanding;
God be in mine eyes, and in my looking;
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;
God be at mine end, and at my departing.

Words Sarum Diurnal 1514
Music Philip Radcliffe (1905–86)

Preces

O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. 
Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Music Matthew Martin (b. 1976)

Please remain seated for the singing of the psalm but stand for the Gloria at the end.
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Psalmody

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous ♦ for it becometh well the just to be 
thankful.

Praise the Lord with harp ♦ sing praises unto him with the lute, and instrument 
of ten strings.

Sing unto the Lord a new song ♦ sing praises lustily unto him with a good 
courage.

For the word of the Lord is true ♦ and all his works are faithful.
He loveth righteousness and judgement ♦ the earth is full of the goodness of the 

Lord.
By the word of the Lord were the heavens made ♦ and all the hosts of them by 

the breath of his mouth.
He gathereth the waters of the sea together, as it were upon an heap ♦ and layeth 

up the deep, as in a treasure-house.
Let all the earth fear the Lord ♦ stand in awe of him, all ye that dwell in the 

world.
For he spake, and it was done ♦ he commanded and it stood fast.
The Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought ♦ and maketh the 

devices of the people to be of none effect, and casteth out the counsels of 
princes.

The counsel of the Lord shall endure for ever ♦ and the thoughts of his heart 
from generation to generation.

Blessed are the people, whose God is the Lord Jehovah ♦ and blessed are the folk, 
that he hath chosen to him to be his inheritance.

The Lord looked down from heaven, and beheld all the children of men ♦ from 
the habitation of his dwelling he considereth all them that dwell on the earth.

He fashioneth all the hearts of them ♦ and understandeth all their works.
There is no king that can be saved by the multitude of an host ♦ neither is any 

mighty man delivered by much strength.
A horse is counted but a vain thing to save a man ♦ neither shall he deliver any 

man by his great strength.
Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him ♦ and upon them that 

put their trust in his mercy.
To deliver their soul from death ♦ and to feed them in the time of dearth.
Our soul hath patiently tarried for the Lord ♦ for he is our help and our shield.
For our heart shall rejoice in him ♦ because we have hoped in his holy Name.
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Let thy merciful kindness, O Lord, be upon us ♦ like as we do put our trust in 
thee.

Please stand.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Psalm 33

Please sit.

First Lesson
The First Lesson is from the Book Exodus.

Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from 
the camp; he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the Lord 
would go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the camp. Whenever 
Moses went out to the tent, all the people would rise and stand, each of them, 
at the entrance of their tents and watch Moses until he had gone into the tent. 
When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the 
entrance of the tent, and the Lord would speak with Moses. When all the people 
saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would 
rise and bow down, all of them, at the entrance of their tents. Thus the Lord used 
to speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then he would return to 
the camp; but his young assistant, Joshua son of Nun, would not leave the tent.

Moses said to the Lord, ‘See, you have said to me, “Bring up this people”; but you 
have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, “I know 
you by name, and you have also found favour in my sight.” Now if I have found 
favour in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favour 
in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.’ He said, ‘My presence 
will go with you, and I will give you rest.’ And he said to him, ‘If your presence 
will not go, do not carry us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have 
found favour in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this 
way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face of the 
earth.’
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The Lord said to Moses, ‘I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you 
have found favour in my sight, and I know you by name.’ Moses said, ‘Show me 
your glory, I pray.’ And he said, ‘I will make all my goodness pass before you, and 
will proclaim before you the name, “The Lord”; and I will be gracious to whom I 
will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But’, he said, 
‘you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live.’

Here ends the First Lesson.

Exodus 33. 7–20

Please stand.

Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud, in the 

imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and 

meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty 

away.
He remembering his mercy: hath holpen his servant Israel.
As he promised to our forefathers: Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55 ♦ Music Service in F minor, Alan Gray (1855–1935)

Please sit.
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Second Lesson

The Second Lesson is from the Second Lesson of Paul to the Corinthians.

Such is the confidence that we have through Christ towards God. Not that we 
are competent of ourselves to claim anything as coming from us; our competence 
is from God, who has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not 
of letter but of spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

Now if the ministry of death, chiselled in letters on stone tablets, came in glory 
so that the people of Israel could not gaze at Moses’ face because of the glory of 
his face, a glory now set aside, how much more will the ministry of the Spirit 
come in glory? For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, much 
more does the ministry of justification abound in glory! Indeed, what once had 
glory has lost its glory because of the greater glory; for if what was set aside came 
through glory, much more has the permanent come in glory!

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, 
who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end 
of the glory that was being set aside. But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to 
this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is 
still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this very day whenever 
Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the 
veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord 
as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from 
one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.’

Here ends the Second Lesson.

2 Corinthians 3. 4–end

Please stand.
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Nunc Dimittis

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou hast prepared before the face 

of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2.29–32 ♦ Music Service in F minor, Alan Gray

Please remain standing.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Lesser Litany and Responses

The Lord be with you;
and with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Please sit.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. 
Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen; 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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The Collects 

God, who as at this time didst teach the hearts of thy faithful people, by the 
sending to them the light of thy Holy Spirit; Grant us by the same Spirit to have 
a right judgement in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee, in the unity of the same Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Music Matthew Martin

Anthem

The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the 
Gospel to the poor: he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord; to give unto them that mourn a garland for ashes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness, 
that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that 
he might be glorified. For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden 
causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth, so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring forth before all nations as the earth bringeth 
forth her bud.

Words from Isaiah 61 ♦ Music Edward Elgar (1857–1934)
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Sermon
The Revd Catriona Cumming, Succentor

Please stand.

Hymn

1. Eternal ruler of the ceaseless round
 of circling planets singing on their way;
guide to the nations from the night profound
 into the glory of the perfect day;
rule in our hearts, that we may ever be
guided and strengthened and upheld by thee.

2. We are of thee, the children of thy love,
 the brothers of thy well-belovèd Son;
descend, O Holy Spirit, like a dove,
 into our hearts, that we may be as one:
as one with thee, to whom we ever tend;
as one with him, our brother and our friend.

3. We would be one in hatred of all wrong,
 one in our love of all things sweet and fair,
one with the joy that breaketh into song,
 one with the grief that trembleth into prayer,
one in the power that makes the children free
to follow truth, and thus to follow thee.

&b

&b

&b
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œ œ œ œ œ ˙

Œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
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4. O clothe us with thy heavenly armour, Lord,
 thy trusty shield, thy sword of love divine;
our inspiration be thy constant word;
 we ask no victories that are not thine:
give or withhold, let pain or pleasure be;
enough to know that we are serving thee.

Words John Chadwick (1840–1904)
Tune Song 1, neh 355, Orlando Gibbons (1583–1625)

Please remain standing.

The Blessing

The choir process out and then sing the final prayers, which conclude the service.

Voluntary

Choral varié sur le Veni Creator Maurice Duruflé

There will be an opportunity to make a donation to support the music, ministry and 
mission of York Minster as you leave.

Some of the material in this Order of Service is reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown. It is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press. This compilation is copyright © 2022 The Chapter of York.


