
CHOR AL EVENSONG

ON

THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

Sunday 14 August 2022
at 4.00 pm



Welcome
A warm welcome to York Minster and to this service of Choral Evensong. 
Welcome if you are a regular worshipper and know the Minster well, and 
welcome if you are experiencing this building and this form of worship for the 
first time today.

While the Minster Choir is on summer holiday, we are grateful to members of 
the Choir of Trinity Church, Boston, USA, who are singing the services this 
week.

Today’s service will be live streamed from the Minster. In this service we are 
immersed in the words of scripture, spoken and sung, and we are given time and 
space to lose ourselves in prayer and come closer to God.
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Order of Service

Please stand when the choir enters the Nave.

Preces

O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Music Richard Webster

Please remain seated for the singing of the psalm but stand for the Gloria at the end.
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Psalmody

O do well unto thy servant ♦ that I may live, and keep thy word.
Open thou mine eyes ♦ that I may see the wondrous things of thy law.
I am a stranger upon earth ♦ O hide not thy commandments from me.
My soul breaketh out for the very fervent desire ♦ that it hath alway unto thy 

judgements.
Thou hast rebuked the proud ♦ and cursed are they that do err from thy 

commandments.
O turn from me shame and rebuke ♦ for I have kept thy testimonies.
Princes also did sit and speak against me ♦ but thy servant is occupied in thy 

statutes.
For thy testimonies are my delight ♦ and my counsellors.

Please stand.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Psalm 119. 17–24

Please sit.

First Lesson
The First Lesson is from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

‘Whom will he teach knowledge,
 and to whom will he explain the message?
Those who are weaned from milk,
 those taken from the breast?
For it is precept upon precept, precept upon precept,
 line upon line, line upon line,
 here a little, there a little.’

Truly, with stammering lip
 and with alien tongue
he will speak to this people,
 to whom he has said,
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‘This is rest;
 give rest to the weary;
and this is repose’;
 yet they would not hear.
Therefore the word of the Lord will be to them,
 ‘Precept upon precept, precept upon precept,
 line upon line, line upon line,
 here a little, there a little’;
in order that they may go, and fall backwards,
 and be broken, and snared, and taken.

Therefore hear the word of the Lord, you scoffers
 who rule this people in Jerusalem.
Because you have said, ‘We have made a covenant with death,
 and with Sheol we have an agreement;
when the overwhelming scourge passes through
 it will not come to us;
for we have made lies our refuge,
 and in falsehood we have taken shelter’;
therefore thus says the Lord God,
See, I am laying in Zion a foundation stone,
 a tested stone,
a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation:
 ‘One who trusts will not panic.’
And I will make justice the line,
 and righteousness the plummet;
hail will sweep away the refuge of lies,
 and waters will overwhelm the shelter.
Then your covenant with death will be annulled,
 and your agreement with Sheol will not stand;
when the overwhelming scourge passes through
 you will be beaten down by it.
As often as it passes through, it will take you;
 for morning by morning it will pass through,
 by day and by night;
and it will be sheer terror to understand the message.
For the bed is too short to stretch oneself on it,
 and the covering too narrow to wrap oneself in it.
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For the Lord will rise up as on Mount Perazim,
 he will rage as in the valley of Gibeon
to do his deed—strange is his deed!—
 and to work his work—alien is his work!
Now therefore do not scoff,
 or your bonds will be made stronger;
for I have heard a decree of destruction
 from the Lord God of hosts upon the whole land.

Here ends the First Lesson.

Isaiah 28. 9–22

Please stand.

Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud, in the 

imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and 

meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty 

away.
He remembering his mercy: hath holpen his servant Israel.
As he promised to our forefathers: Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55
Music Gloucester Service, Herbert Howells (1892–1983)

Please sit.
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Second Lesson

The Second Lesson is from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been 
granted to the churches of Macedonia; for during a severe ordeal of affliction, 
their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part. For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according 
to their means, and even beyond their means, begging us earnestly for the 
privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints— and this, not merely as we 
expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us, 
so that we might urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he 
should also complete this generous undertaking among you. Now as you excel in 
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our 
love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.

I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love 
against the earnestness of others. For you know the generous act of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that 
by his poverty you might become rich.

Here ends the Second Lesson.

2 Corinthians 8. 1–9

Please stand.

Nunc Dimittis

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou hast prepared before the face 

of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2.29–32 ♦ Music Gloucester Service, Herbert Howells

Please remain standing.
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The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lesser Litany and Responses

The Lord be with you;
and with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Please sit.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
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Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. 
Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen; 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collects 

Grant to us, Lord, we beseech thee, the spirit to think and do always such things 
as be rightful; that we, who cannot do any thing that is good without thee, may 
by thee be enabled to live according to thy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
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Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Music Richard Webster

Anthem

For, lo, I raise up that bitter and hasty nation, which march through the breadth 
of the earth, to possess the dwelling places that are not theirs. They are terrible 
and dreadful:  their judgement and their dignity proceed from themselves. 
Their horses also are swifter than leopards, and are more fierce than the evening 
wolves: and their horsemen spread themselves, yea, their horsemen come 
from far; they fly as an eagle that hasteth to devour. They come all of them for 
violence: their faces are set as the east wind, and they gather captives as the sand. 
Yea, he scoffeth at kings, and princes are a derision unto him; for he heapeth up 
dust and taketh it. Then shall he sweep by as a wind that shall pass over; and be 
guilty, even he whose might is his God. Art not thou from everlasting, O Lord 
my God, mine Holy One? We shall not die. O Lord, thou hast ordained him for 
judgement; and thou, O Rock, hast established him for correction.

I will stand upon my watch and set me upon the tower, and look forth to see 
what he will say to me, and what I shall answer concerning my complaint. And 
the Lord answered me, and said:

‘The vision is yet for the appointed time, and it hasteth toward the end, and shall 
not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come.’

For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea.

But the Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.

Words Habbakuk 1. 6–12; 2. 1–2a, 3, 14, 20
Music Charles Villiers Stanford (1852–1924)

Sermon
The Revd Catriona Cumming, Succentor

Please stand.
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Hymn

1. Christ is our corner-stone,
 on him alone we build;
with his true saints alone
 the courts of heaven are filled:
  on his great love
  our hopes we place
  of present grace
  and joys above.

2. O then with hymns of praise
 these hallowed courts shall ring;
our voices we will raise
 the Three in One to sing;
  and thus proclaim 
  in joyful song,
  both loud and long,
  that glorious name.

3. Here may we gain from heaven
 the grace which we implore;
and may that grace, once given,
 be with us evermore,
  until that day 
  when all the blest
  to endless rest 
  are called away.

Words Latin, trans. John Chandler (1806–76)
Tune Harewood, neh 206, Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810–76)

Please remain standing.

The Blessing

Voluntary

There will be an opportunity to make a donation to support the music, ministry and 
mission of York Minster as you leave.
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Some of the material in this Order of Service is reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown. It is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press. This compilation is copyright © 2022 The Chapter of York.


