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1.

Introduction
About the Neighbourhood Plan

1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

1.5.

The York Minster Neighbourhood Plan (YMNP) is a community‐led planning
document. Neighbourhood Plans are part of community powers to enable local
communities to better shape their area introduced by the Government through
the 2011 Localism Act.
A Neighbourhood Plan can be used to decide where new development takes
place: what use it should have and what it should look like. It can also consider
other issues such as open space, public realm and community facilities. It cannot
be used as a tool to prevent development and must reflect the strategic policies of
the Local Plan. Neighbourhood Plans also provide an opportunity to set out
strategic policies for an area voicing the aspirations of the local community for the
future.
The York Minster Precinct Neighbourhood Plan is the first time the future care and
development of a heritage estate has been brought forward as a Neighbourhood
Plan. Once adopted, the plan will form part of the statutory development plan
framework for the York and carries significant weight in decision making on future
planning applications. This is of particular importance to the Chapter of York, the
governing body of York Minster and its Precinct, as it will provide clarity on
development parameters when securing funding for the various projects set out
within this Neighbourhood Plan.
The decision to create a York Minster Precinct Neighbourhood Plan followed the
need to create clarity around planning for future change in such a complicated
and sensitive area of the city. It also forms a key objective of Chapter’s 15‐20
Strategic Plan where Chapter acknowledged it needed a precinct wide
Masterplan. Policy SS3 of the draft Local Plan lends it support to developing a plan
for the future. The Chapter of York has led the process of establishing a
Neighbourhood Forum which was formally ratified by City of York Council on 14th
March 2019. It was seen as a positive opportunity to create a genuinely
community‐led plan for the Precinct with everyone’s priority being the care and
future sustainability of York Minster.
The Neighbourhood Plan will provide the long term policy framework and a co‐
ordinated spatial plan against which Chapter can manage its limited resources
appropriately to maintain both a viable and sustainable Precinct and business
model, ensuring that future generations can enjoy the Minster. Importantly, the
Neighbourhood Plan gives residents and businesses the opportunity to create a
shared sustainable vision of how they would like the Precinct to develop over the
next 20 years, ensuring new development or change fits in and contributes to
conserve the character of the Precinct so valued by those who hold this special
place in such high regard.
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1.6.

1.7.

1.8.

The Neighbourhood Plan responds to a number of challenges: Unlike many other
cathedrals York Minster has no dedicated café to offer its visitors refreshments.
York Minster is the only cathedral with Museum Accreditation but Chapter has to
manage complex environmental issues in the Undercroft which can be harmful to
the collection of artefacts. New facilities are needed to display the collection as
well as share with other museums on a reciprocal basis. The Minster has no
dedicated community space which the Canon Pastor can use for youth groups,
community meetings etc. The Minster does not sit in a clearly defined Precinct
which presents challenges both in terms of security and presenting a distinct
sense of place, quite different from the other parts of the city. The Minster School
and the Learning Centre need new facilities to support continued education and
outreach learning.
The Precinct is not unaccustomed to change; indeed the area has been continually
evolving and changing since the Romans founded the city. It is of the utmost
importance, however, that any plans for the future are focused on the care of
York Minster and that the vision is carefully articulated to reinforce the message
of care, welcome and sustainable change. This Neighbourhood Plan will provide a
route map to support Chapter in sustaining and enhancing the significance of the
Precinct and its buildings and continuing to make a positive impact on the
community and wider city.
Securing planning permission and providing certainty to funders and future
donors is essential. Because of the complicated nature of the Precinct, the
medieval masterpiece that is York Minster and the attachment people from all
over the world place on the Minster, the Neighbourhood Plan must offer a
credible route map to delivering the vision for the next 20 years.

About this Consultation
1.9. This consultation followed on from one held May‐June 2018 at the ‘issues and
options’ stage. Since that time proposals for future change of the Minster Precinct
to be include in the Neighbourhood Plan have been extensively discussed and
amended, as well as being informed by the feedback from the 2018 consultation.
1.10. The purpose of this consultation was to identify areas of public support and
criticism of the major policy elements of the emerging Neighbourhood Plan prior
the finalisation and submission of that Plan.
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2.
2.1.
2.2.

2.3.

2.4.

2.5.

2.6.
2.7.

2.8.
2.9.

Consultation Methodology
Consultation Strategy
A consultation strategy was agreed between Chapter and the Chair of the Minster
Precinct Neighbourhood Forum in April 2019.
It was agreed that the consultation should be focussed around two areas: firstly,
consultation with key stakeholders; and secondly, public consultation. A list of key
stakeholders consulted can be found in Appendix 1.
Given the large number of key stakeholders in York, it was decided that specific
approaches should be made to these in the form of submissions, site visits or
presentations where possible. Key stakeholders were also invited to a special
evening launch of the draft Plan (see below).
The public consultation was designed to be as inclusive and wide‐reaching as
possible. In order to maximise public engagement, the consultation strategy
included the following: creation of eleven display boards outlining the history of
the site and the main emerging policies; a press release; a dedicated project
website; and a social media campaign intended to elicit responses. These are
discussed in greater detail below.
Stakeholder Consultation
Following on from the ‘issues and options’ stage consultation, communication
continued with the City of York Council, especially as concerned the emerging
plans for Duncombe Place.
The Chapter of York oversaw the Neighbourhood Plan consultation process and
were updated regularly of progress.
The Minster’s Fabric Advisory Committee (FAC) are an independent body
exercising oversight over development in the Minster’s ‘Red Line’ area in
conjunction with the Cathedrals Fabric Commission for England (CFCE) under the
Care of Cathedrals Measure (2011). Members of the FAC were invited to the
launch event and also briefed at their meeting on July 12th. The FAC welcomed the
creation of a Neighbourhood Plan and expressed support for the emerging
proposals.
Discussions were held with Neil Redfern and Kerry Babington from Historic
England to discuss the emerging plans.
Presentations on the Neighbourhood Plan were also made to various stakeholder
bodies during the consultation period, including:
 York Civic Trust’s Planning Committee
 The Historic Core Conservation Area Action Panel (CAAP)
 The Council’s Executive Committee
 The Minster’s Community Forum
 The York Business Improvement District (BID)
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2.10. Further details of these consultation responses can be found below, Section 6
‘Other Responses’.
Public Consultation
2.11. The consultation period ran from May 17th to June 16th.
2.12. Eleven dedicated display boards were created by the Chapter and Alan Baxter
Associates, which were on public display at all events and were left up in the
North Transept in the Minster throughout the consultation period with feedback
forms. A copy of these boards is included below as Appendix 2. These boards
were also available as a pdf download the Minster’s website.
2.13. A questionnaire form was developed jointly by the Chapter and Alan Baxter
Associates; this is included as Appendix 3. This form was the primary means of
collecting public feedback, although a number of letters and emails were also
received.
2.14. A press release was issued on 17th May, and was distributed to local and national
media outlets. The Dean, the Director of Works and the Chair of the
Neighbourhood Forum all took part in interviews at a media event on the same
day. Articles about the Draft Plan appeared in the York Press, Yorkshire Post,
Minster FM, YorkMix, Church Times, Northern Echo and the BBC. Some samples
are included as Appendix 4.
2.15. A dedicated website was established at www.yorkminster.org/about‐us/master‐
planning/. This contained the display boards and a link to an online version of the
feedback questionnaire, hosted on Survey Monkey.
2.16. A social media campaign was launched to encourage interaction with the
consultation, including regular updates on York Minster’s Twitter and Facebook
accounts.
2.17. Public feedback events were held in a pop‐up marquee on the South Transept
Piazza on Friday the 17th and Saturday the 18th of May, 11.00‐18.00. The boards
were on display, and personnel from the Chapter and Alan Baxter Associates were
on hand to answer questions and encourage people to fill out feedback forms.
2.18. From 19th May to 16th June, the display boards and feedback forms were displayed
in the North Transept of York Minster so that visitors and worshippers were
encouraged to provide feedback. A manned session was also held on Sunday 19th
May after the morning Eucharist service, with the Director of Works and Chapter
Steward on hand to answer questions and encourage people to fill out feedback
forms.
2.19. The display boards were also mounted on the fence on Queen’s Path outside the
Mason’s Lodge. These included a link to the website.

Issues with Online Survey
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2.20. The online survey, hosted by Survey Monkey, went live on 17th May. On the 30th
May an error in the survey was found which affected Questions 4‐8. These were
questions where a specific proposition was made, and respondents were asked if
the strongly supported, supported, were neutral towards, disagreed or strongly
disagreed with that proposition (see image below). This was the same wording as
that used on the paper form.

2.21. The issue lay with the final option, which read simply ‘If you disagree, please
explain why’. As only one option could be selected, anyone wishing to leave
written comments had to select that option, making it unclear if they disagreed or
strongly disagreed. To further complicate matters, not all of the comments made
did in fact indicate disagreement with the question asked.
2.22. After discussion with Chapter’s IT department, it became clear that the technology
did not allow for the number of survey options to be edited midway through,
though the wording could be altered. It was decided that the final option would
be changed to read ‘If you wish to leave a comment, please write Strongly Agree,
Agree, Neutral, Disagree, or Strongly Disagree in the comment’ (see screenshot
below).

2.23. This left the issue of the unclassified responses to deal with i.e. those where a
written response was made between 17th May and 31st May, when the survey
wording was changed, and those made between that date and when the survey
closed where the respondent did not write one of those options in their response.
2.24. Where the respondent clearly wrote one of the five options in an unambiguous
fashion, this response has been included in that tally. The number of inclusions for
each question is shown below.
Written online comments included in response tallies
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Question

Strong
Support
Neutral Disagree Strongly
Support
Disagree
4
1
0
0
2
6
5
1
1
1
2
2
6
2
1
0
7
6
7
2
2
1
0
2
8
1
0
0
0
3
2.25. Alternately, where a respondent made it clear that they disagreed with the plans
for any reason, but did not specifically write an option, a separate category
entitled ‘Disagree for Provided Reasons’ has been added into the feedback
responses presented below. This includes where a respondent has stated that
they agreed with one part of a proposal, but disagreed with another, as well as
where the response is simply ambiguous in any way.
2.26. Where a respondent indicated their reasons for disagreement, their response has
also been included in the ‘Key Themes’. See below, Section 5.
2.27. It is considered that this manner of dealing with the unclassified responses 1)
avoids skewing the survey results in positive or negative direction 2) ensures that
negative feedback is properly considered by including it under ‘Key Themes’ and
3) avoids those processing the feedback data from making necessarily subjective
judgements as to which of the five options ‘best fits’ a given comment.
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3.

Feedback Form Responses

Responses Received
3.1.
3.2.
3.3.

184 paper feedback forms were received from the ‘pop‐in’ consultation sessions
held on the South Transept Piazza and the display in the North Transept.
131 online feedback forms were received from the website survey, hosted on
Survey Monkey, between 17th May and 25th June.
Other responses, including stakeholders and more length submissions, are
detailed below, under Section 5.

Question 1 – Where are you from? / Where do you live?
3.4.

3.5.

Question 1 asked respondents for their place of origin – in the online survey, this
read ‘Where do you live’, while the paper survey asked ‘Where are you from?’
Respondents were asked to put the first 3‐4 digits of their postcode or write their
country of residence.
The purpose of this question is to identify the groups most affected by and
involved in the Neighbourhood Plan process, and how views may contrast
between those living locally and those from further away.

Question 1. Where do you live?
140
120

132
117

100
80
60
41
40
20

7

11
0

4

3

0
York ‐ inside York
postcode area

Overseas
Paper

3.6.

3.7.

Elsewhere in UK

NA

Online

79% of respondents therefore live inside of the York postcode area – defined as
YO1, YO10, YO19, YO23, YO24, YO26, YO30, YO31, YO32, YO41, YO42, YO43, YO51,
YO60, YO61, YO62, YO90 and YO91.
16.5% of respondents come from elsewhere in the UK, 2% from overseas, and
1.5% did not answer the question.

Question 2 – How often do you visit?
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3.8.

Question 2 asked respondents how often they visit the Minster Precinct. The aim
of this question is to identify the relationship between respondents and the
Minster Precinct, especially given the large number of tourists and casual visitors
who use the area.
Question 2. How Often do you Visit?
Responses

Count

%

Daily

69

22

More than once a week

107

34

More than once a month

71

23

Less frequently

43

14

I am a visitor – this is my first time to York

21

7

Not Answered

4

1

Total

3.9.

315

This response demonstrates that the majority of respondents were frequent users
of the precinct, with 78% of respondents visiting at least once per month.

Question 3 – Why do you come?
3.10. Question 3 asks visitors why they use the Minster Precinct, allowing them to select
from the options below.
3.11. Three common responses under ‘Other’ were ‘work’, ‘volunteering’ and ‘resident’.
These have been incorporated into the chart below.
Question 3 – Why do you come?
Responses

Count

%

Worship

80

25

Minster School

5

1.5

Visit Dean’s Park

86

27

Visit the Library

32

10

Visit the Minster as a tourist

65

21

Walk or cycle through

196

62

Other

72

23

Work

15

5

Volunteer

13

4
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Resident

6

2

3.12. Given the diverse nature of the precinct, many respondents selected more than
one response.
3.13. The largest single group was those who walk or cycle through the Precinct, making
up almost two thirds of all respondents, followed by visitors to Dean’s Park,
Minster worshippers and tourists.
Question 4 – Do you support our Emerging Neighbourhood Plan Proposals?
3.14. This question asked if, based on the information provided, the respondents
supported the overall emerging proposals of the Neighbourhood Plan.
3.15. The aim of this question was to gauge support from residents, users and
stakeholders for the overall scheme further detailed in the individual proposals.
Question 4 ‐ Do you support our emerging Neighbourhood Plan Proposals?
Paper %
Online %
Combined
%
Strongly Support
74 40.2%
25 19.1%
99 31.4%
Support
72 39.1%
46 35.1%
118 37.5%
Neutral
20 10.9%
21 16.0%
41 13.0%
Disagree
8
4.3%
9
6.9%
17
5.4%
Strongly Disagree
1
0.5%
10
7.6%
11
3.5%
No Answer
9
4.9%
3
2.3%
12
3.8%
Disagree for
provided reasons
Total

0
184

0.0%
100%

17
131

13.0%
100%

17
315

5.4%
100%

3.16. This demonstrates that 68.9% of respondents were in favour of the
Neighbourhood Plan proposals overall, with 14.3% opposed and 13% neutral.
Question 5 – Do you support our proposals to create new visitor facilities including a café
and ticket office in the South Piazza?
3.17. This questions asked if respondents supported the proposed changes to the
exterior of the south side of the Minster, in the form of a new‐build ticket office
on the grass to the east of the South Transept, and a dedicated café on the site of
1 Deangate.
Question 5 ‐ Do you support our proposals to create new visitor facilities including
a café and ticket office in the South Piazza?
Strongly Support
Support
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
No answer

Paper %
Online %
Combined
%
74 40.2%
20 15.3%
94 29.8%
58 31.5%
43 32.8%
101 32.1%
19 10.3%
30 22.9%
49 15.6%
11
6.0%
11
8.4%
22
7.0%
12
6.5%
7
5.3%
19
6.0%
10
5.4%
3
2.3%
13
4.1%
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Disagree for provided
reasons
Total

0
184

0.0%
100%

17
131

13.0%
100%

17
315

5.4%
100%

3.18. A total of 61.9% of respondents were in favour of these proposals, with 18.4%
opposed and 15.6% neutral.
Question 6 – Do you support our proposals to create a new public square by redesigning
Duncombe Place?
3.19. This question asked respondents if they supported the outlined proposals for
reordering of Duncombe Place, including permanent anti‐terrorism measures to
replace the existing temporary ones, renaming the space ‘Queen Elizabeth Square’
and installing a statue of the Queen, and opening up the area around the Boer
War Memorial.
Question 6 ‐ Do you support our proposals to create a new public square by
redesigning Duncombe Place?
Strongly Support
Support
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
No Answer
Disagree for provided
reasons
Total

Paper %
Online %
Combined
%
78 42.4%
31 23.7%
109 34.6%
64 34.8%
32 24.4%
96 30.5%
22 12.0%
11
8.4%
33 10.5%
8
4.3%
12
9.2%
20
6.3%
4
2.2%
11
8.4%
15
4.8%
8
4.3%
2
1.5%
10
3.2%
0
184

0.0%

32
131

24.4%

32
315

10.2%
100%

3.20. While a total of 65.1% of respondents were in favour of the proposals, 21.3% of
respondents were opposed. 10.5% were neutral.
Question 7 ‐ Do you support our proposals to create a new sensory garden and access to
the city walls from Dean's Park, and new learning, education and museum facilities at the
Old Palace?
3.21. This question asked respondents if the supported a number of proposals in and
around Dean’s Park, including creating a sensory garden, access to the city walls
and the creation of a new learning and education annex to the existing Minster
Library.
Question 7 ‐ Do you support our proposals to create a new sensory garden and
access to the city walls from Dean's Park, and new learning, education and
museum facilities at the Old Palace?
Strongly Support
Support
Neutral

Paper %
Online %
Combined
%
99 53.8%
45 34.4%
144 45.7%
54 29.3%
51 38.9%
105 33.3%
14
7.6%
22 16.8%
36 11.4%
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Disagree
Strongly Disagree
No Answer
Disagree for provided
reasons
Total

6
0
11

3.3%
0.0%
6.0%

1
4
2

0.8%
3.1%
1.5%

7
4
13

2.2%
1.3%
4.1%

0
184

0.0%

6
131

4.6%

6
315

1.9%
100%

3.22. This proposal gained the highest level of support, with 79% of respondents in
favour. 5.4% of respondents disagreed, and 11.4% were neutral.
Question 8 – Do you support our proposals for new storage, residential and back‐of‐
house facilities?
3.23. This question asked respondents about a range of improvements to buildings and
areas to the north and east of the Minster, including the residential development
of the Deanery garages, additional back‐of‐house facilities in Chapter House Yard,
resurfacing the lane beside Dean’s Park, using St William’s College as office/events
space and converting Church House into a residential let. It should be noted that
the last two were included for context, and will not form part of the
Neighbourhood Plan’s policies.
Question 8 ‐ Do you support our proposals for new storage, residential and back‐
of‐house facilities?
Strongly Support
Support
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
No Answer
Disagree for provided
reasons
Total

Paper %
Online %
Combined
%
51 27.7%
26 19.8%
77 24.4%
74 40.2%
47 35.9%
121 38.4%
43 23.4%
45 34.4%
88 27.9%
4
2.2%
4
3.1%
8
2.5%
0
0.0%
4
3.1%
4
1.3%
12
6.5%
2
1.5%
14
4.4%
0
184

0.0%

3
131

2.3%

3
315

1.0%
100%

3.24. 62.4% of respondents were in favour of these proposals, with 4.8% opposed.
27.9% of respondents were neutral.
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4.

Key Themes from Written Comments

4.1.

This section summarises some of the most common themes found in the written
comments.
It should be noted that objections are more likely to receive written comments
than supportive responses (indeed, respondents were asked specifically to give
their reasons for objecting).
Duncombe Place Reordering
The reordering of Duncombe Place itself was widely supported, with respondents
stating that it would create better setting for the Minster itself and community
space. Generally speaking, objections revolved around the proposed name and
dedication.

4.2.

4.3.

“The incorporation of part of Duncombe Place is also to be welcomed as it will create a
spatial integrity round the Minster, which is currently rather “exposed” on the west
side.”
“The approach from Dean's Court needs upgrading from a cul‐de‐sac drop‐off for cars
to something more in keeping with the Minster's stunning architecture. I can't wait to
see the improvements.”

4.4.

21 respondents opposed the dedication of this square to the Queen, with reasons
varying between republican sentiment and a belief that it did not represent York.
A common response was to suggest that the statue/dedication represent local
people or a well‐known York resident.
“Please select a name which respects York’s history and the local area. I’d suggest
‘Petergate Square’ or ‘Minster Square’.”

4.5.

4.6.

2 respondents gave specific support to the dedication to the Queen, although it
should be noted that 65% of respondents were in favour overall.
Trees and Green Space
The published proposals included the removal of two London Plane trees at the
West End of the Minster – one directly outside the West End and the other slightly
to the south at the corner of the Boer War Memorial. This was the most
contentious single aspect of the proposals, with 53 respondents giving reasons for
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opposing their removal. However, 11 wrote comments specifically favouring their
removal.
“I will be glad to see the back of the plane tree which has grown much too big & never
been pruned in any way ‐ it now obscures one of the best views of the Minster.”
“Although we prefer to save trees, in this instance we can see the space would be
considerably improved by their removal.”

4.7.

Reasons for objection were divided between:
 Aesthetic reasons – The trees add to the setting of the Minster and its
Precinct, preventing the creation of a bland open space.
“I love the way a Cathedral peeps out through a city scape. The Minster was never
designed to have open vistas, and the trees up Duncombe place just offer something of
that hidden‐ness.”
“Our cities are increasingly becoming vast expanses of build blockiness, and it is very
welcome to be able to enjoy views of historic buildings vary with the seasons.”



Environmental reasons – Mention was made especially of the role of trees in
removing pollution, including carbon dioxide. Especial note was made of York’s
recent declaration of a climate change emergency.

“I think we should not be cutting trees down, I think with the environment emergency
we should keep the trees and plant more.”
“We need to keep existing trees because of their value in tackling the climate crisis and
air pollution.”

4.8.

Café
31 respondents objected to creating a café on the South Transept Piazza. Of these,
19 stated that there were either too many in York or that the Precinct risked
becoming too commercialised; while 13 were concerned about the impact on
other local businesses (some respondents make both objections).
“It seems like a mistake for the Minster to operate a café when there are more than
sufficient nearby. Unnecessary commercialisation in close proximity to the cathedral
and competition with existing eateries.”
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New‐Build Elements
4.9. The designation of the grassed around off the South Transept Piazza for a new‐
build ticket office received some objection, with 12 respondents objecting to any
new building in this area at all.
4.10. 17 respondents expressed concern about or conditional support for the proposal,
depending on the final design of such a structure.
Cycling and Pedestrian Routes
4.11. 37 respondents mentioned the ongoing conflict between cyclists and pedestrians
on the South Transept Piazza and the need to sort this out. There was a strong
sense, shared between cyclists and pedestrians, that the current ‘shared space’
arrangement is unsatisfactory, with frequent low‐level conflict between the two
groups and a strong possibility of a serious accident.
“Need to separate cyclists & pedestrians in Minster Precinct ‐ for the benefit of both. I
cycle & walk and neither is safe.”
“In peak seasons the pedestrian activity levels are too high for a "shared space" to be
safe, as pedestrians are unaware of cycle access due to poor delineation ‐ and this has
caused collisions… Improved signage, including tactile paving, and careful use of
planters marking the cycle route boundary would improve safety for all.”
“At present there is a complete ‘free for all’ with some cyclists hurtling through,
weaving in and out of pedestrians, making it extremely dangerous. That situation
mustn’t be allowed to continue.”

4.12. Proposals for how to address this varied, largely depending on who was
commenting. Some recommended pedestrianising the entire area and making
cyclists dismount, while others wished for a larger and more clearly marked cycle
lane.
4.13. The majority of respondents favoured segregation of pedestrians and cyclists and
clear demarcation of the separate routes.
Other Issues
4.14. 3 respondents mentioned a desire to see social or affordable use of any residential
development.
4.15. 6 respondents mentioned that they wished to see any new square or the South
Transept Piazza to be decorated with planters, public seating, etc.
4.16. 3 respondents wanted to make sure that SWC is publically accessible, at least in
the courtyard.
4.17. 3 respondents wanted more emphasis placed on sustainability.
4.18. 7 respondents wished to keep the cobbles on Minster Yard, while 2 wanted rid of
them.
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5.
5.1.

5.2.

5.3.

Other Responses
National Trust
The National Trust submitted a written response, included as Appendix 5. This
response expressed strong support for the emerging direction of the proposals,
including the creation of a new square and development of the South Transept
Piazza. The following comments were made:
 The Trust pointed that the proposed ‘back of house’ changes in Chapter
House Yard involve an area that is visually sensitive for the setting of the
Treasurer’s House and which is currently a detractor.
 It also asked that consideration be given to College Green and, especially, to
wayfinding and signage throughout the Precinct.
 The Trust argued that highlighting areas for enhancement of the streetscape
and providing design principles for this would be useful.
Historic England
Historic England submitted a written response, included as Appendix 6. This
response followed from an on‐site meeting and inspection of the main areas of
change held on 19th July 2019. HE decided to refer the proposals to their Historic
England Advisory Committee (HEAC), while also outlining some areas which
required more detailed discussion:
 The South Entrance – HE suggested that a new‐build or extension could be
oriented to draw attention to a new ticket office, and suggested that the ticket
office might be better located facing the south entrance. HE also noted the
importance of considering pedestrian and cycle movements through this
space.
 Old Palace (Minster Library) extension – HE raised concern about the scale of
the extension of the Old Palace and the potential impact on the setting and
views of this Grade I listed building. Public use of the Residence Garden and
disabled access to the City Walls were encouraged.
 Extension to the Deanery Garages – HE urged caution due to the potential
harmful impact on the significance of heritage assets caused by an expansion
here, and noted that the design of such a development must ensure that it
was not detrimental.
 Duncombe Place – HE noted that they were keen to collaborate in the
redesign of this area, while drawing attention to the importance of ensuring a
visual connection with the new visitor centre at the south entrance.
St Michael le Belfry
St Michael le Belfry submitted a written response, included as Appendix 7. SMLB
made the following comments:
 Supported moving visitor entrance/ticketing for the Minster to the south
transept, although expressing caution over the potential for congestion.
Separating pedestrians from cyclists was supported.
 Supported the creation of an external ticket office, while asking if the café
could be incorporated into this new building.
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5.4.

5.5.

5.6.

5.7.

Concern over the lass of green spaces around the Piazza.
Supported the creation of a new square at Duncombe Place and the creation
of level access throughout. Proposed the use of a water feature to break this
space up.
 Requested further consideration of parking/vehicular access for SMLB in the
Neighbourhood Plan.
 Mentioned the creation of new wall access as a potential security and
congestion risk.
 Concern was expressed over the resurfacing of Minster Yard and the possible
loss of cobbles there.
York Fabric Advisory Committee (FAC)
The York FAC discussed the emerging proposals at their quarterly meeting on 19th
July. The FAC welcomed the formulation of a Neighbourhood Plan and gave their
in‐principle support to the emerging proposals.
Treemendous
Treemendous, a local not for profit group supported by City of York Council,
submitted a written response, included as Appendix 8. Treemendous objected to
the proposed removal of the London Plane tree at the West End, and strongly
encouraged the creation of a tree and green space management programme as a
support document to the Neighbourhood Plan.
Treemendous noted the ongoing reduction of mature tree canopy in York, as well
as the importance of trees in fighting climate change.
Love Trees York
Kate Lock from Love Trees York, a local action group, submitted a response
specifically in response to the proposed removal of the two London Plane trees,
included as Appendix 9. Love Trees York carried out CAVAT and I‐Tree
assessments of the two trees, and stressed their combined CAVAT value of
£321,897 and cooling effect.
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Appendix 1
Stakeholder
Historic England

York Civic Trust Planning Committee
York Conservation Area Appraisal Panel
(CAAP)
York Business Improvement District (BID)
York Fabric Advisory Committee (FAC)
York Minster Community Forum
Cathedrals Fabric Commission for England
(CFCE)

Key Contact
Kerry Babington, Inspector of Historic
Buildings and Areas
Neil Redfern, Principal Inspector of Ancient
Monuments
David Fraser, CEO (since left post)

John Gough, Chair
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YORK MINSTER PRECINCT
EMERGING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
... A sustainable future for York Minste r
York Minste r is the ce ntre of Christian life in the North of England, a place of prayer
and pilgrimage, and one of the best known buildings in the United Kingdom. It is a
magnet that draws people to visit the City of York from all corners of the globe.

The Minster sits within a ‘Precinct’ which contains Dean’s Park, the
DŝŶƐƚĞƌ^ĐŚŽŽů͕Ă>ŝďƌĂƌǇĂŶĚƌĐŚŝǀĞ͕Ă^ƚŽŶĞǇĂƌĚĂŶĚDŝŶƐƚĞƌŽĸĐĞƐ
which all support the day-to-day running and care of the Minster, and
homes for Minster Clergy.

Why do we need a Neighbourhood Plan?
The Minster is developing proposals to explore how the Precinct could
evolve in the future to meet the changing needs of its community and
ǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐ͘/ƚŝƐĂƐĞŶƐŝƟǀĞĂŶĚĐŽŵƉůĞǆĂƌĞĂŽĨƚŚĞĐŝƚǇĂŶĚŝƚƐĨƵƚƵƌĞĐĂƌĞ
must be planned for carefully.

We are working with the City of York Council, Historic England, a wide
range of stakeholders and the community to get the best plan in place.
dŚŝƐĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶĞǆƉůĂŝŶƐŽƵƌĞŵĞƌŐŝŶŐƉƌŽƉŽƐĂůƐ͘

Your comments will help to shape the
Neighbourhood Plan – please let us
know what ’s important to you.

We intend for the proposals to be adopted as a Neighbourhood Plan
to form part of the City’s planning policy. The Neighbourhood Plan will
provide the Minster with a clear strategy for the next twenty years and
will be used to secure funding for individual projects.

Plan showing current land uses and the Neighbourhood Plan boundary
N

Neighbourhood Plan boundary
Land Use
Minster
ŚĂƉƚĞƌŽĨzŽƌŬƐƚĂīŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ
DŝŶƐƚĞƌƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƵƐĞƐ͗ŽĸĐĞƐ͕
Stoneyard, police, learning
centre, storage
DŝŶƐƚĞƌŽǁŶĞĚƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂůĂŶĚ
commercial buildings
The Minster School
Library, archive
Vacant - St William’s College
Public green space
Private gardens

This drawing incorporates information from the Ordnance Survey which is © Crown Copyright. ABA Licence: AL1000 17547

Buildings outside Minster
ownership

Alan Baxter

Did you know?….
Beneath your feet are the
remains of a Roman fortress
and a Saxon cathedral – over
2,000 years of history.

YORK MINSTER PRECINCT
EMERGING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
...The birth of the Precinct
York Minste r may appear to have changed little in
ce nt uries, but its Precinct has been cont inuously evolving
for 2 , 0 0 0 y e a r s .
Roman and A ngl o- S axon York

Eboracum, 200AD

dŚĞůĂƐƚZŽŵĂŶƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐůĞŌƌŝƚĂŝŶŝŶϰϬϵ͘/ŶƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐĐĞŶƚƵƌŝĞƐzŽƌŬ
was revived as an important city in the Anglian kingdom of Northumbria. A
ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĐĂƚŚĞĚƌĂůʹŽƌDŝŶƐƚĞƌʹǁĂƐďƵŝůƚŝŶϲϮϳ͘EŽͲŽŶĞŬŶŽǁƐĨŽƌĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ
where this wooden building was, but it is generally thought to be north of the
medieval Minster. It would have been surrounded by an enclosure, containing
ƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞƐŽĨƉƌŝĞƐƚƐĂŶĚƚŚĞďŝƐŚŽƉ͕ĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ͘dŚĞĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ
a school founded by Alcuin, the pre-eminent York scholar, in the seventh
century.

This drawing incorporates information from the Ordnance Survey which is © Crown Copyright. ABA Licence: AL1000 17547

DĂƉƉŝŶŐďĂƐĞĚŽŶƚŚĞƌŝƟƐŚ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐdŽǁŶƚůĂƐŽĨzŽƌŬ
(Historic Towns Trust and York Archaeological Trust)

You are standing on the site of a 2000 year old Roman legionary fortress,
Eboracum. Today’s Precinct occupies a quarter of the area of that fortress.
WĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞWƌĞĐŝŶĐƚďŽƵŶĚĂƌǇŝƐƐƟůůĚĞĮŶĞĚďǇƚŚĞůŝŶĞŽĨƚŚĞZŽŵĂŶ
ĨŽƌƟĮĐĂƟŽŶƐ͕ůĂƚĞƌĂĚĂƉƚĞĚĂƐƚŚĞŵĞĚŝĞǀĂůǁĂůůƐŽĨƚŚĞĐŝƚǇ͘ƚŚŝƌĚƐŝĚĞ͕ŶŽǁ
Petergate, was the main street of the camp. The headquarters building – the
‘Principia’ – lies under the Minster itself.

M e d i eva l P r e c i n c t
^ŽŽŶĂŌĞƌƚŚĞEŽƌŵĂŶŽŶƋƵĞƐƚŽĨϭϬϲϲ͕ĂŐƌĂŶĚŶĞǁDŝŶƐƚĞƌǁĂƐďƵŝůƚŽŶ
the site of the present cathedral. It was surrounded by a Precinct, extending
from the city walls to Petergate. The Precinct was administered by the church:
it was subject to separate laws, and was densely built up with streets lined
by dozens of houses for the Minster’s clergy, churches and chapels, and a
large palace for the Archbishop, which occupied most of the area north of the
Minster. The chapel of the palace survives as the Minster Library.
To protect church property and enforce its laws, the Precinct was surrounded
by a ditch and wall. Access was via gateways. The most important was on
Petergate, outside the west end of the Minster.

This drawing incorporates information from the Ordnance Survey which is © Crown Copyright. ABA Licence: AL1000 17547

DĂƉƉŝŶŐďĂƐĞĚŽŶƚŚĞƌŝƟƐŚ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐdŽǁŶƚůĂƐŽĨzŽƌŬ
;,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐdŽǁŶƐdƌƵƐƚĂŶĚzŽƌŬƌĐŚĂĞŽůŽŐŝĐĂůdƌƵƐƚͿǁŝƚŚŵŽĚŝĮĐĂƟŽŶƐĂŌĞƌWĞƌƌŝŶŐ

York, 1500

Gateway into the Precinct

Historic buildings

Masterplan boundary

Historic streets

ZĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉďĞƚǁĞĞŶƚŚĞZŽŵĂŶ
Speed’s map of York c.1610. One of the very few
͚WƌŝŶĐŝƉŝĂ͕͛ƚŚĞEŽƌŵĂŶĂƚŚĞĚƌĂůĂŶĚƚŚĞ ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞƌĐŚďŝƐŚŽƉ͛ƐWĂůĂĐĞ͕ƐŚŽǁŶĐƵƌǀŝŶŐ
present Minster (derived from G E Aylmer ĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞůĞƩĞƌ͚͛
ĂŶĚZĂŶƚ͕A History of York Minster)

Alan Baxter

Did you know?….
In the Middle Ages the
Minster was surrounded by a
wall, with four gateways.
Only one gateway survives:
do you know where it is?

The Archbishop’s Palace as recreated by Edwin Ridsdale in
1917 (Murray et al, York through the eyes of an arƟst)

YORK MINSTER PRECINCT
EMERGING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
...Opening up the Precinct
Following the Reformation, the character of the Precinct began to change: it became a
less separate place, increasingly occupied by secular uses.

O pe ni ng up t he Pr e ci nct

York, 1850

In the eighteenth century the Minster began again to be recognised and
ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞĚĂƐĂŵĂŐŶŝĮĐĞŶƚďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ͘dŚĞŚŽƵƐĞƐ͕ƐŚŽƉƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ
cheek-by-jowl with the Minster were swept away.
dŚĞsŝĐƚŽƌŝĂŶƐĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚƚŚŝƐƉƌŽĐĞƐƐŽĨĐŚĂŶŐĞ͘ǀŝĞǁŽĨƚŚĞ'ƌĞĂƚ
East Window was created by demolishing buildings to form College
Green.

This drawing incorporates information from the Ordnance Survey which is © Crown Copyright. ABA Licence: AL1000 17547

DĂƉƉŝŶŐďĂƐĞĚŽŶƚŚĞƌŝƟƐŚ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐdŽǁŶƚůĂƐŽĨzŽƌŬ
(Historic Towns Trust and York Archaeological Trust)

ǇϭϲϬϬƚŚĞƌĐŚďŝƐŚŽƉ͛ƐWĂůĂĐĞŚĂĚďĞĞŶǀĂĐĂƚĞĚŝŶĨĂǀŽƵƌŽĨŝƐŚŽƉƚŚŽƌƉĞ
on the Ouse, south of York. Most clergy also chose to live outside the Precinct.
Instead, shops were built against the west end and south transept of the
cathedral.

Building roads
tŝƚŚƚŚĞĂƌƌŝǀĂůŽĨƚŚĞƌĂŝůǁĂǇ͕ĂŶĞŶƟƌĞůǇŶĞǁ
ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚƚŽƚŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌǁĂƐĐƌĞĂƚĞĚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƐƚĂƟŽŶ͕
via a new bridge, Lendal Bridge, and a grand new
avenue, Duncombe Place, created by demolishing a
warren of medieval housing. Before this, there had
been no view of the west end of the Minster.
/ŶϭϵϬϯƚŚŝƐƌŽƵƚĞǁĂƐĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚďǇĚĞŵŽůŝƐŚŝŶŐŵĂŶǇ
more historic buildings, to form Deangate. This was not
just a street: it was the main road to Hull and Scarborough,
ĂŶĚďǇƚŚĞϭϵϲϬƐůŽƌƌŝĞƐǁĞƌĞƉŽƵŶĚŝŶŐƉĂƐƚƚŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌ͘
Ĩ
dŚĂŶŬĨƵůůǇ͕ƚŚĞƌŽĂĚǁĂƐĐůŽƐĞĚ͕ŐƌĞĂƚůǇŝŵƉƌŽǀŝŶŐƚŚĞƐĞƫŶŐŽĨ
the cathedral.

York, 2019

Did you know?….
York Minster is one of
only seven cathedrals in the
world to maintain its own
private police force, which
was established in the 13th
century.

C onse r vi ng t he P r e ci nct tod a y
This drawing incorporates information from the Ordnance Survey which is © Crown Copyright. ABA Licence: AL1000 17547

DĂƉƉŝŶŐďĂƐĞĚŽŶƚŚĞƌŝƟƐŚ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐdŽǁŶƚůĂƐŽĨzŽƌŬ
(Historic Towns Trust and York Archaeological Trust)

dŚĞĐƵŵƵůĂƟǀĞĐŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶĐĞŽĨƚŚĞƐĞĐŚĂŶŐĞƐŝƐƚŚĂƚĂŶǇƐĞŶƐĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐ
ŽŶĐĞĂĚĞĮŶĞĚ͕ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞWƌĞĐŝŶĐƚŝƐůŽƐƚƐŽƵƚŚŽĨƚŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌ͘

At over 800 years old, the Grade I listed Minster is subject to a complex and
ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐĐǇĐůĞŽĨƌĞƉĂŝƌ͕ƌĞƐƚŽƌĂƟŽŶĂŶĚĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͕ƌĞƋƵŝƌŝŶŐƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ
skills fostered in the Stoneyard. The wider Precinct contains many other
ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂůůǇŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚůŝƐƚĞĚďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞƐŝƚĞƐŝƚƐĂďŽǀĞĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶĂůůǇ
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚĂƌĐŚĂĞŽůŽŐǇĨƌŽŵƚŚĞZŽŵĂŶŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶŽŶǁĂƌĚƐ͘

Surviving gateway into the
Precinct

Historic buildings

Masterplan boundary

Historic streets

Shops built against the south transept
of the Minster, illustrated c. 1700

Drawing by James Malton in 1794, showing the newly revealed north side of the
DŝŶƐƚĞƌĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐƚŚĞĚĞŵŽůŝƟŽŶŽĨŵĞĚŝĞǀĂůďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ

Alan Baxter

Lop Lane in the 1850s, before it was swept away
ƚŽĐƌĞĂƚĞƵŶĐŽŵďĞWůĂĐĞ;zŽƌŬŝƚǇ>ŝďƌĂƌǇͿ

YORK MINSTER PRECINCT
EMERGING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
...The Precinct today
Today, the Minste r welcomes over 600,000 visitors a year. It is a major
pilgrimage site and tourist destination but it remains, first and foremost a
house of prayer.
Our Mission at York Minster is to invite ever yone to discover God’s Love
t hr ou g h o u r Welco m e, Wors hi p, Le ar ni ng and Wor k .
The Minster’s Mission and our emphasis on caring for the Minster for
ĨƵƚƵƌĞŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͕ŚĂǀĞůĞĚƵƐƚŽůŽŽŬĂƚŚŽǁƚŚĞWƌĞĐŝŶĐƚĐŽƵůĚďĞƵƐĞĚ
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇƚŽĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĐƵƌƌĞŶƚƐŚŽƌƚĐŽŵŝŶŐƐ͗

• Unlike many other cathedrals the Minster has no dedicated
ĐĂĨĞƚŽŽīĞƌŽƵƌǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐƌĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚƐĂŶĚŶŽǁĞůĐŽŵĞ
ĐĞŶƚƌĞĨŽƌŽƌŝĞŶƚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƟĐŬĞƚƐ͘

Did you know?….
Residents of York and
worshippers can enter the
Minster for free.Why not join us
for evensong and experience
the Minster in all its glory.

ͻ ĞĂŶ͛ƐWĂƌŬŝƐĂŶŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚŐƌĞĞŶƐƉĂĐĞ͕ďƵƚĨĞĞůƐĐƵƚͲŽī
from the wider city.
ͻ dŚĞůĂĐŬŽĨĚĞĮŶĞĚWƌĞĐŝŶĐƚďŽƵŶĚĂƌŝĞƐƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ
for security and the quality of our public spaces.
• Other buildings in the Precinct – St William’s College and
ƚŚĞKůĚWĂůĂĐĞʹƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƌĞƐƚŽƌĂƟŽŶĂŶĚĐŽƵůĚďĞƵƐĞĚ
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇ͘
ͻ dŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌŝƚƐĞůĨĐĂŶďĞĐůƵƩĞƌĞĚĂŶĚŶŽŝƐǇĂŶĚƚŚĞǀŝƐŝƚŽƌ
experience is not consistent.
ͻ dŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌŝƐƚŚĞŽŶůǇĐĂƚŚĞĚƌĂůǁŝƚŚŵƵƐĞƵŵĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ͕
ďƵƚƚŚĞĂƌƚĞĨĂĐƚƐŽŶĚŝƐƉůĂǇŝŶŽƵƌƵŶĚĞƌĐƌŽŌĂƌĞĂƚƌŝƐŬĚƵĞ
to the high humidity of this space.

Dean’s Park

Minster entrance

Stone corrosion

Old Palace library

• The Minster has no dedicated community space for youth
ŐƌŽƵƉƐŽƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ͘
• The Minster School is an important element of Minster life
providing choristers for our daily sung services, but it lacks
ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐƐƵĐŚĂƐŚĂůůƐƉĂĐĞ͘
It costs £22,000 per day to care for and operate the Minster. The Minster
receives no ongoing Government funding or central Church of England
ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĂŶĚƌĞůŝĞƐĞŶƟƌĞůǇŽŶƚŚĞŐĞŶĞƌŽƐŝƚǇŽĨŽƵƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕
ƉĂǇŝŶŐǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐĂŶĚĨƵŶĚŝŶŐďŽĚŝĞƐƚŽŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝƚƐĐĂƌĞĂŶĚŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘
Ensuring a viable and sustainable business to underpin the care of the
Minster lies at the heart of how we plan for the future.
KŶĞĞǆĂŵƉůĞŽĨƚŚĞĐŽƐƚůǇďƵƚŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶǁŽƌŬĂƚƚŚĞ
DŝŶƐƚĞƌŝƐƚŚĞƌĞƐƚŽƌĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞ^ŽƵƚŚŚŽŝƌŝƐůĞ͘dŚŝƐĚĂƚĞƐĨƌŽŵϭϯϲϭ
ĂŶĚŝƚƐĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶƚŽŽŬĂƌŽƵŶĚϲϬǇĞĂƌƐƚŽĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ͘/ƚďĞĂƌƐĚƌĂŵĂƟĐ
evidence of six centuries of exposure to the elements and the industrial
ƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͕ǁŝƚŚŝƐƐƵĞƐŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞĐƌĂĐŬŝŶŐĂŶĚĞƌŽƐŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞ
stone work and serious damage to the medieval glass, which has buckled
and cracked in places allowing water in. The scheme involves work to
ƌĞƉĂŝƌĂŶĚƌĞƉůĂĐĞƐƚŽŶĞĂŶĚŐůĂƐƐŝŶϭϱǁŝŶĚŽǁďĂǇƐ͕ǁŚŝĐŚǁŝůůƚĂŬĞ
ĂƌŽƵŶĚϭϭǇĞĂƌƐĂŶĚĐŽƐƚάϭϭŵŝůůŝŽŶ͘

sŝĞǁĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŝƚǇtĂůůƐ

^ƚtŝůůŝĂŵ͛ƐŽůůĞŐĞ

Alan Baxter

YORK MINSTER PRECINCT
EMERGING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
...Our vision for th e Precin ct
͞/ŶϮϬϯϴzŽƌŬDŝŶƐƚĞƌWƌĞĐŝŶĐƚĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐƚŽďĞĂǁĞůĐŽŵŝŶŐĂŶĚƐƉĞĐŝĂů
place loved and used by the local community and visitors from around
ƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͘/ƚŝƐĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞĚĂƐĂůǇŶĐŚƉŝŶŝŶƚŚĞĐƵůƚƵƌĂůŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ
and daily life of the City of York and reaches out to engage the
community in discovering God’s Love.”
I n M a y 2 0 1 8 w e h e l d a p u b l i c exh i b i t i o n i n D e a n ’s Pa r k w h i c h
provided an introduction to the Minster Neighbourhood Plan
process.
We a s ked vis itors to th e exh ibi t i on w hat t hey val ue d
ab o u t th e Prec in c t an d we recei ve d ove r 2 9 0 compl eted
questionnaires.
We have ta ken on board the comment s received and
dev el op ed draft pro po s als for t he P r e ci nct w hi ch ar e
exp l a i n e d a t t h i s exh i b i t i o n .

73% of people
surveyed agreed with
the Vision for the Precinct.
The emerging Neighbourhood
Plan proposals have
been developed to reŇect
the Vision

You said We did
The tranquillity of Dean’s Park
is highly valued

A café , toilets and better outdoor
space s would encourage you to visit
the Pr e cinct mo r e f r eq u e nt l y

You agreed that acce ss to the
City Walls from the Precinct
was a good idea

Cyclists and pedestrians sharing the
public space can be a problem

Alan Baxter

The Park will be protected as a green space and expanded
to include a new sensor y garden. We have locate d the
main tourist facilities to the south of the Minster away
from Dean’s Park. Ev ents in the Park will be te mporar y in
nature, such as the successful Summer in the Park and the
International Stone Car v ing Fest ival in Summer 2018.
A n ew café a n d t i c ket o f f i ce a re p rop osed to t h e Sou t h of
the Minster. The public spaces around the Minste r are to
be improved.

We are working with Historic England and the City Council
to create an access onto the City Walls close to the Old
Palace .

We are proposing to create a dedicated cycle route along
Deangate and to improve Queen’s Path for pedestrians

YORK MINSTER PRECINCT
EMERGING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
... A long term plan
The draft Neighbourhood Plan
proposals for the Precinct show
areas for potential development and
improvement. The plan is at an early
stage and w e w e lco me yo ur com m e nt s

<ĞǇĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐŽĨƚŚĞĚƌĂŌƉƌŽƉŽƐĂůƐŝŶĐůƵĚĞ͗

5. ŶĞǁƐƉĂĐĞĨŽƌĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐĂŶĚ
ƚŚĞŵƵƐĞƵŵĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶƐŝƐĐƌĞĂƚĞĚůŝŶŬĞĚƚŽ
the Old Palace

1. ĐůƵƐƚĞƌŽĨŶĞǁǀŝƐŝƚŽƌĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐƚŽƚŚĞ
south of the Minster including a café and
ƟĐŬĞƚŽĸĐĞ͘dŚŝƐǁŝůůƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĂŶŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ
welcome to the Minster, guiding visitors to
the main entrance which is to be moved
back to the South Door

6. Improved storage for general works
ĂŶĚŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐƐƚŽŶĞǁŝƚŚĮƌƐƚŇŽŽƌ
ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶĨŽƌDŝŶƐƚĞƌĂƉƉƌĞŶƟĐĞƐ

2. Queen’s Path is improved for pedestrians,
ǁŚŝůĞĞĂŶŐĂƚĞŝƐĐůŽƐĞĚƚŽƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚƌĂĸĐ
and limited to access only to create a
dedicated cycle route

Did you know?…
York Minster has the
largest collecƟon of insitu medieval stained glass
in Great Britain. Our current
work to restore and protect
the glass will take another
22 years to complete.

7. EĞǁDŝŶƐƚĞƌŽĸĐĞƐĂŶĚĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ
ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐĂƌĞĐƌĞĂƚĞĚŝŶ^ƚtŝůůŝĂŵ͛ƐŽůůĞŐĞ
8. /ŵƉƌŽǀĞĚďĂĐŬŽĨŚŽƵƐĞĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐĂŶĚƉƵďůŝĐ
realm improvements in Chapter House Yard

3. A high quality public square for the city
‘Queen Elizabeth Square’ is created at the
west end. The west end of the Minster
becomes the entrance for services and
ceremonial events

9. The lane alongside Dean’s Park is improved
with new surfacing and enhanced security

4. The public green space of Dean’s Park
is expanded with a new sensory garden
created and access to the City Walls
N
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YORK MINSTER PRECINCT
EMERGING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
... A welcoming place
A new ticket office and café by the
South Door will create a warm welcome
for th e 60 0 , 0 0 0 + pe o pl e a y e a r w h o
visit the Minste r from around the
world.
Many people at our exhibition last year,
said that they valued the peacefulness
of Dean’s Park and did not want major
tourist facilities to be locate d in the
Par k .
In response, we are proposing to locate
the main visitor facilities to the South
of the Minste r in small scale new
buildings adjacent to the South Piazza.

dŚĞ^ŽƵƚŚWŝĂǌǌĂŝƐĂŶĂƚƵƌĂůůŽĐĂƟŽŶĨŽƌǀŝƐŝƚŽƌĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐĂƐŝƚĨĂĐĞƐƚŚĞĐŝƚǇĂŶĚŚĂƐƚŚĞƐƉĂĐĞƚŽĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƚĞůĂƌŐĞ
numbers of people. The South Door to the Minster will again become the main visitor entrance to the Minster as it
has been historically.
tĞĂƌĞĞǆƉůŽƌŝŶŐŝĚĞĂƐĨŽƌŚŽǁƚŚĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐĐŽƵůĚďĞĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƚĞĚǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞƐƉĂĐĞĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ͕ŝŶĂ
ŵĂŶŶĞƌǁŚŝĐŚƌĞƐƉĞĐƚƐƚŚĞƐĞƫŶŐŽĨƚŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌ͘ĞƐŝŐŶƉĂƌĂŵĞƚĞƌƐǁŝůůďĞĂŐƌĞĞĚŝŶĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂƟŽŶǁŝƚŚ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ
ŶŐůĂŶĚĂŶĚǁŝůůďĞŽĨĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶĂůƋƵĂůŝƚǇ͘KƵƌĞŵĞƌŐŝŶŐƉƌŽƉŽƐĂůƐŝŶĐůƵĚĞ͗

1. ŶĞǁƟĐŬĞƚŽĸĐĞĐůŽƐĞƚŽƚŚĞ^ŽƵƚŚŽŽƌ

5. A segregated cycle route is created on
ĞĂŶŐĂƚĞǁŚŝĐŚŝƐĐůŽƐĞĚƚŽǀĞŚŝĐůĞƚƌĂĸĐ
(except access)

2. Entrance to the Minster via the South Door
and exit via the shop

6. dŚĞƐƚĂƚƵĞŽĨŽŶƐƚĂŶƟŶĞŝƐƌĞůŽĐĂƚĞĚ
3. ŶĞǁĐĂĨĠĐƌĞĂƚĞĚŝŶϭĞĂŶŐĂƚĞ͘KƵƚĚŽŽƌ
ƐĞĂƟŶŐǁŝůůŽǀĞƌůŽŽŬƚŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌ

7. The Masons’ Lodge and working area is
retained

4. The pedestrian route and public spaces
around Queen’s Path are improved
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Did you know?….
York Minster’s Less group has
reduced the consumpƟon of
plasƟc in the Minster by 80%
over the last 12 months.
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Alan Baxter

)
nly
o
s

cu
re
a

rea

r

Minster
School

This drawing incorporates information from the Ordnance Survey which is © Crown Copyright. ABA Licence: AL1000 17547

RD

Exit

E

YA

AT

R

AMG

TE

te

NS

5.

4.

ou

MI

GOODR

7.

6.

Masons’
Lodge

Se

Shop

Main visitor
entrance

YORK MINSTER PRECINCT
EMERGING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
... A new public square for York
Duncombe Place is to be transformed
into a fine public square for York.
Renamed in honour of Queen Elizabeth II
it will be a high quality, civic sett ing for
the Minste r and a ce remonial space for
Yor ksh i r e unde r t he ‘ He art o f Yor ks h ir e ’
window.

Did you know?…
York Minster is the
mother church for the
northern province of the
Church of England which
contains 607 churches in 12
dioceses.

ƵŶĐŽŵďĞWůĂĐĞǁĂƐĐƌĞĂƚĞĚĂƐĂŐƌĂŶĚĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚƚŽƚŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌ͘KǀĞƌƟŵĞƚŚĞƋƵĂůŝƚǇŽĨƚŚĞƐƉĂĐĞƐĂƚƚŚĞǁĞƐƚ
ĞŶĚŽĨƚŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌŚĂƐĚĞƚĞƌŝŽƌĂƚĞĚĂŶĚƚƌĞĞƐŚĂǀĞďůŽĐŬĞĚƚŚĞǀŝĞǁ͘^ĂĚůǇƚŚĞƌĞŝƐĂŶĞĞĚĨŽƌƉĞƌŵĂŶĞŶƚĂŶƟͲ
terrorism measures to be put in place.
The redesign of this area will create a high quality public space for the city, reveal views to the Minster and improve
security.

1. A new square ‘Queen Elizabeth Square’
is created which can host civic and
ceremonial events for the city and county

5. Security measures are designed into the
square to restrict vehicle access close to
the Minster

2. A new statue of Queen Elizabeth II is to be
commissioned and will stand in one of the
ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐĞŵƉƚǇŶŝĐŚĞƐŽĨƚŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌ͛ƐǁĞƐƚ
front

6. Two London plane trees are removed to
ĂůůŽǁƚŚĞƐƋƵĂƌĞƚŽďĞƌĞĐŽŶĮŐƵƌĞĚ͘dŚĞ
lime trees are pollarded to open views to
the Minster

3. The west end becomes the entrance for
Minster services and ceremonial events

7. Vehicle access for residents, businesses,
ƚŚĞEĂƟŽŶĂůZĂŝůǁĂǇDƵƐĞƵŵƚƌĂŝŶĂŶĚ
taxis is retained

4. dŚĞƐĞƫŶŐŽĨƚŚĞ^ŽƵƚŚĨƌŝĐĂŶtĂƌ
Memorial is much improved

8. ŶĞǁĚƌŽƉŽīͬƉŝĐŬƵƉƐƉĂĐĞŝƐƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ
for the Minster School
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Emerging proposals for Queen Elizabeth Square

Alan Baxter
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YORK MINSTER PRECINCT
EMERGING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
... A sense of wellbeing in Dean’s Park
Dean’s Park will be retained and
expanded as a quiet green oasis in the
ce nt re of the busy city.

tĞƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚĂƐƚƌŽŶŐŵĞƐƐĂŐĞĂƚƚŚĞůĂƐƚĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƋƵŝĞƚŽĂƐŝƐŽĨĞĂŶ͛ƐWĂƌŬǁĂƐŵƵĐŚǀĂůƵĞĚďǇƚŚĞ
residents of York and we have taken that on board.
KƵƌĞŵĞƌŐŝŶŐƉƌŽƉŽƐĂůƐƌĞƚĂŝŶƚŚĞĞǆŝƐƟŶŐĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞWĂƌŬĂŶĚƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĂŶĞǁƐĞŶƐŽƌǇŐĂƌĚĞŶĂŶĚůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ
centre to support the wellbeing of our community.

The Old Palace will become home to
a new learning and education cent re
allowing better acce ss to its librar y and
collections

1. Dean’s Park is enhanced as an important
city centre green space

4. A new access will be created onto the City
Walls

2. A sensory garden is created on land
which is not currently public. This space
ĨŽƌƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶĂŶĚĐŽŶƚĞŵƉůĂƟŽŶŝƐ
enclosed by the War Memorial to the
^ĞĐŽŶĚŝǀŝƐŝŽŶ͕ĂŶĚƌĞŇĞĐƚƐƚŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌ͛Ɛ
commitment to the wellbeing of its
community.

5. ŶĞǁůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐĂŶĚĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĐĞŶƚƌĞǁŝƚŚ
space to exhibit the Minster’s artefacts, will
be created alongside the Old Palace. It will
ŚĂǀĞŇĞǆŝďůĞƐƉĂĐĞƐĨŽƌƵƐĞďǇƚŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌ
^ĐŚŽŽů͕ǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŐƌŽƵƉƐ
and for adult learning.
6. dŚĞWĂƌŬǁŝůůĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŽŚŽƐƚƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ
events to support York Minster.

3. A small cafe kiosk could open in the
Summer months
N
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Did you know?…
In 2019 York Minster has
planted 19 new trees, a net
addiƟon of 1ϰ trees in our
Precinct.
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YORK MINSTER PRECINCT
EMERGING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
...Supporting the life of the Minster
Many of the buildings to the north, east
and south of the Minste r house functions
which are essent ial for the daily
operations of the Minste r.

tĞĂƌĞŚŽƉŝŶŐƚŽƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĂƐŵĂůůŶƵŵďĞƌŽĨŶĞǁŚŽŵĞƐĨŽƌDŝŶƐƚĞƌĂƉƉƌĞŶƟĐĞƐ͕ďĞƩĞƌƐƉĂĐĞĨŽƌƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ͕ŶĞǁ
DŝŶƐƚĞƌŽĸĐĞƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌďĂĐŬͲŽĨͲŚŽƵƐĞĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ͘

The emerging Neighbourhood Plan
provides space for additional facilities to
support those who live and work in the
Pr eci n ct.

KŶĐĞƚŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌ͛ƐŽĸĐĞƐĂƌĞŵŽǀĞĚŽƵƚŽĨŚƵƌĐŚ,ŽƵƐĞ͕ƚŚĞďƵŝůĚŝŶŐǁŝůůďĞĂǀĂůƵĂďůĞƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂůĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͕
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŶŐŝŶĐŽŵĞƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƚŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌ͛ƐƌĞƐƚŽƌĂƟŽŶǁŽƌŬ͘

^ƚtŝůůŝĂŵ͛ƐŽůůĞŐĞŚĂƐďĞĞŶĞŵƉƚǇĨŽƌŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐ͘/ƚŝƐĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇƵŶĚĞƌŐŽŝŶŐƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚƌĞƐƚŽƌĂƟŽŶǁŽƌŬƐĂŶĚǁŝůů
ďĞƵƐĞĚĂƐŽĸĐĞƐƉĂĐĞĨŽƌƚŚĞDŝŶƐƚĞƌĂŶĚDŝŶƐƚĞƌWŽůŝĐĞ͕ĂŶĚĂŚŝŐŚƋƵĂůŝƚǇĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞĂŶĚĞǀĞŶƚƐƐƉĂĐĞ͘

1. EĞǁŚŽŵĞƐĨŽƌDŝŶƐƚĞƌƐƚĂīĂŶĚ
ĂƉƉƌĞŶƟĐĞƐƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌǁŝƚŚŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ
storage at the Deanery garages

4. ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůďĂĐŬͲŽĨŚŽƵƐĞĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐĂŶĚ
improvements to the appearance of
Chapter House Yard

2. The restored St William’s College will house
DŝŶƐƚĞƌŽĸĐĞƐĂŶĚĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞĂŶĚĞǀĞŶƚƐ
space

5. The lane alongside Dean’s Park is improved
with new surfacing and enhanced security

3. Homes for private rent at Church House
N

Deanery
garages
1.

Deanery

Surfacing
improvements

5.
M

National Trust
Treasurer's House

IN
ST
ER
YA
RD

Did you
know?…
Planning Permission
and Listed Building Consent
has recently been granted
by City of York Council for the
restoraƟon of St William’s
College to include a new
disabled liŌ and level
access.

Alan Baxter
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Emerging proposals for living and working
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YORK MINSTER PRECINCT
EMERGING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
...W h a t h a p p en s n ext?
tŚĂƚĞǀĞƌǇŽƵƌƌĞĂƐŽŶĨŽƌǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƚŚĞWƌĞĐŝŶĐƚƚŽĚĂǇ͕ǁĞ
would encourage you to comment and help shape the
future of this special place.

Please complete a feedback form today or online at:
masterplanning.yorkminster.orgǁŚĞƌĞƚŚŝƐĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶŝƐĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞƚŽǀŝĞǁ͘
dŚĞĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂƟŽŶƉĞƌŝŽĚƌƵŶƐĨƌŽŵ&ƌŝĚĂǇϭϳƚŚDĂǇƚŽ^ƵŶĚĂǇϭϲƚŚ:ƵŶĞϮϬϭϵ͘
Over the next few months we will review all the comments we have received
ĂŶĚƵƐĞƚŚĞŵƚŽŚĞůƉĚĞǀĞůŽƉƚŚĞĮŶĂůEĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŚŽŽĚWůĂŶ͘ŽŵŵĞŶƚƐǁŝůůďĞ
ƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚŝŶĂ^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚŽĨŽŶƐƵůƚĂƟŽŶǁŚŝĐŚǁŝůůďĞĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞŽŶŽƵƌǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͘Ɛ
ƉƌŽƉŽƐĂůƐĚĞǀĞůŽƉǁĞǁŝůůĐŽŶƟŶƵĞŽƵƌĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐǁŝƚŚƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ
ƚŚĞŝƚǇŽĨzŽƌŬŽƵŶĐŝů͕zŽƌŬDŝŶƐƚĞƌ͛Ɛ&ĂďƌŝĐĚǀŝƐŽƌǇŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ͕,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ
ŶŐůĂŶĚĂŶĚƚŚĞĂƚŚĞĚƌĂůƐ&ĂďƌŝĐŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĨŽƌŶŐůĂŶĚ͘

In the meant ime, the important restoration works to the
Minste r ’s South Choir Aisle and protection of the medieval
stained glass windows will cont inue.

Alan Baxter

Did you know?….
Free events this
Summer in the Precinct
include:
Bloom! York 22-23 June
Summer in Dean’s Park:
Look Up! 27 July - 1 Sept.

York Minster Precinct Neighbourhood Plan
We are hopeful that the emerging proposals will become part of the Development
Plan for the city and will be adopted as a Neighbourhood Plan. Since our last
ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶ͕ĂEĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŚŽŽĚ&ŽƌƵŵŵĂĚĞƵƉŽĨĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚĂŶĚďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞƐĨƌŽŵǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞWƌĞĐŝŶĐƚŚĂƐďĞĞŶĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ͘dŚĞŝƚǇŽĨzŽƌŬ
ŚĂƐƌĂƟĮĞĚƚŚĞEĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŚŽŽĚWůĂŶďŽƵŶĚĂƌǇǁŚŝĐŚĐŽǀĞƌƐƚŚĞWƌĞĐŝŶĐƚĂŶĚŝƚƐ
close surroundings.
dŚĞŶĞǆƚƐƚĞƉŝƐƚŽƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĂĚƌĂŌEĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŚŽŽĚWůĂŶďĂƐĞĚŽŶƚŚĞĞŵĞƌŐŝŶŐ
ƉƌŽƉŽƐĂůƐ͘dŚŝƐǁŝůůďĞƚŚĞƐƵďũĞĐƚŽĨƐƚĂƚƵƚŽƌǇƉƵďůŝĐĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚ
ĞǆĂŵŝŶĂƟŽŶďǇĂŶŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚWůĂŶŶŝŶŐ/ŶƐƉĞĐƚŽƌ͕ďĞĨŽƌĞďĞŝŶŐĂĚŽƉƚĞĚďǇƚŚĞ
City Council as a Neighbourhood Plan. Once adopted it will provide a framework
against which detailed proposals can be developed and investment secured for
individual projects.

Appendix 3 – Questionnaire

YO R K M I N S T E R P R E C I N C T
EMERGING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Feedback form
tĞǁŽƵůĚďĞŐƌĂƚĞĨƵůŝĨǇŽƵĐŽƵůĚĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞƚŚŝƐƐŚŽƌƚĨĞĞĚďĂĐŬƋƵĞƐƟŽŶŶĂŝƌĞ͘
zŽƵƌĨĞĞĚďĂĐŬŝƐŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƚŽƵƐĂŶĚǁŝůůŚĞůƉƚŽƐŚĂƉĞƚŚĞWƌĞĐŝŶĐƚ͛ƐĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘
Q1. Where do you live? Please provide the first part of your postcode i.e. YO1
Q2. How often do you visit York Minster Precinct?
Daily

More than once a week

More than once a month

Less frequently

I am a visitor – this is my first time to York

Q3. Why do you come?
Worship

Minster School

Visit Dean’s Park

Visit the Library

Visit the Minster as a tourist

Walk or cycle through

Other

If other, please explain:

Q4. Do you support our emerging Neighbourhood Plan proposals?
Strongly support

Support

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly disagree

If you disagree, please explain why:

Q5. Do you support our proposals to create new visitor facilities including a café and ticket office in the
South Piazza?
Strongly support

Support

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly disagree

If you disagree, please explain why:

Q6. Do you support our proposals to create a new public square by redesigning Duncombe Place?
Strongly support

Support

If you disagree, please explain why:

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly disagree

YO R K M I N S T E R P R E C I N C T
EMERGING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Q7. Do you support our proposals to create a new sensory garden and access to the city walls from
Dean’s Park, and new learning, education and museum facilities at the Old Palace?
Strongly support

Support

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly disagree

If you disagree, please explain why:

Q8. Do you support our proposals for new storage, residential and back-of-house facilities?
Strongly support

Support

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly disagree

If you disagree, please explain why:

Q9. Do you have any other comments?

Thank you for taking the time to provide feedback. The findings of this second consultation will be
published later this summer on our website: masterplanning.yorkminster.org
If you would like to be kept up to date on the York Minster Precinct Neighbourhood Plan, please tick this
box
and leave your name, address and/or email below. Your details will be kept for 12 months and
then deleted. Further details of our privacy statement can be found on our website https://yorkminster.
org/privacy-notice/
Name:
Address:

Email:

Appendix 4 – Sample Local Press Articles
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York & North Yorkshire

York Minster proposes new square named for the Queen
17 May 2019

GETTY IMAGES

York Minster is proposing to create a new public square dedicated to the Queen as part
of a new neighbourhood plan for the area.

Queen Elizabeth Square, at the Minster's West Front, would be the first new public square in
the city for almost 200 years.
A life-sized statue of the Queen would also be erected on one of the empty niches at the front
of the building.
Access for local residents, businesses and the taxi rank would remain.
The space, at the top of Duncombe Place, would offer a new civic and ceremonial space for
the city, the Minster said.
խ More Yorkshire stories
Other proposed improvements to the Minster Precinct, which includes the area and buildings
surrounding the cathedral, include a new cafe on the south side of the building, a new ticket
office and welcome centre and a dedicated cycle path at Deangate.
Alex McCallion, director of works and precinct at the cathedral, said the emerging plan was the
result of detailed collaboration with the Minster's immediate neighbours, the wider local
community and statutory bodies, including City of York Council and Historic England.

'Significant and exciting'
He said: "The future of the Minster Precinct is hugely important to many people, particularly to
those who live and work in the neighbourhood."
It would be, he said, one of the most "significant and exciting civic improvement projects"
anywhere in the UK.
"This is a tremendous opportunity for the city of York to create an outstanding and accessible
new public square that draws people to the space and is sympathetic to the city's history and
heritage," he added.
The Minster has not indicated how much the scheme would cost or how it would be funded at
this stage.
A consultation on the proposals will run until 16 June.

Follow BBC Yorkshire on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Send your story ideas to
yorkslincs.news@bbc.co.uk.

Related Topics
Queen Elizabeth II

York
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New public square and statue of Queen proposed at York Minster - Yorkshire Post
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proposed at York Minster
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Equestrian shop puts sustainability at its heart
An online horse-riding store has put sustainability at its core, with the support of customers in Yorkshire and all over the
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A Plan for the first public square to be built in York for nearly 200 years is to be unveiled
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New public square and statue of Queen proposed at York Minster - Yorkshire Post

A civic space to be known as Queen Elizabeth Square would have as its centrepiece a life-size
statue of the Queen, carved by one of the Minster’s masons and placed in front of the
cathedral.
The square would be closed to traffic and landscaped to provide what its developers say will be
“a pleasant seating area for visitors, creating a comfortable and safe protected space” that
would be used for Christmas markets and other events.

HAVE
YOUR SAY

The proposal, which is being published for public consultation, is among those to have emerged from a draft
“neighbourhood plan” which sets out strategies for the future care of the Minster grounds and its surrounding six
hectare precinct.

Incredible Sky TV for just £22 a month
Watch unmissable shows and enjoy over 300 channels including Sky Atlantic with Sky Entertainment.
Just £22 a month.

Promoted by Sky

A neighbourhood forum representing the precinct was formally recognised in March under the Localism Act of
2011, which encourages communities to become more involved in planning for their areas by producing plans that
will influence new developments. Once a neighbourhood plan is adopted for the Minster, it will become part of the
“plan-making framework” for York.
Its 39-member forum is also proposing a new café and outdoor seating on the south side of the cathedral, a welcome
centre for visitors, a cycle path at Deangate to separate bikes from pedestrians, and a garden with access to the
ancient city walls. A later phase puts forward enhancements to the Minster School and Old Palace, which houses its
library and archives.
The proposals were developed after 290 responses were received to a consultation last year on the development and
use of the buildings and land within the Minster boundaries.
The site, first occupied more than 2,000 years ago, includes the Minster stoneyard, as well as homes for its clergy,
and Dean’s Park, the biggest area of green space within the city walls.

Alex McCallion, director of works and precinct at the Minster, said the proposed square at Duncombe Place was
“one of the most significant and exciting civic improvement projects anywhere in the country” and would transform
the public space at the west end of the Minster.
He said: “This is a tremendous opportunity for the city of York to create an outstanding and accessible new public
square that draws people to the space and is sympathetic to the city’s history and heritage.”
He said the proposals were in the “conceptual stage” and would ultimately have to conform with other plans for the
city.
The plans are on view today and tomorrow in the Minster’s South Piazza, and online until next month.

Our site uses cookies so that we can remember you, understand how you use our site and serve you relevant adverts and content. Click the OK button, to accept cookies on
this website. You can change your setting with the Cookie Settings. To find out more about cookies visit our Privacy & Cookies Policy.
OK
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Life-sized statue of the Queen in a new public square – York Minster reveals ambitious plans | YorkMix

You Chromebook

Shop now

StaĤs fast, stays fast

Life-sized statue of the Queen in a new public square – York Minster
reveals ambitious plans

Where would the Queen go? York Minster's West Front. Photograph: YorkMix

May 17, 2019 @ 7.39 am
By YorkMix in Environment, History, Life

A new public square dedicated to the Queen and featuring a life-sized statue of
Her Majesty – that’s the remarkable plan unveiled by York Minster today
The first public square in the city for nearly 200 years is one of the proposals in the
emerging draft Neighbourhood Plan for the York Minster Precinct.
Queen Elizabeth Square is part of a wider city initiative to improve Duncombe Place
at the Minster’s west front by creating a new civic space for York and a ceremonial
space for the county.

Trending
Off to see Rod Stewart? Here’s all you need
to know
Godzilla vs. Kong star is filming a new
movie in York – pictures
Burglaries more than double in York
Long delays at York Station after trespasser
on the line at Leeds causes rail chaos
The BBC’s Today programme will broadcast
live from York next week
York’s wildest gig of the year is coming –
with a circus, inside a church!

Award-winning family
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Life-sized statue of the Queen in a new public square – York Minster reveals ambitious plans | YorkMix

Other plans include:
a new café and outdoor seating on the south side of the Minster
a new ticket office and welcome centre for visitors
a dedicated cycle path at Deangate allowing for safer segregation of
cyclists and pedestrians
a sensory garden with access to the ancient city walls
improving storage capacity and back of house facilities for the Minster’s
operations.

Christmas markets

The plan is part of a wider city initiative to improve Duncombe Place at the Minster’s west front

The new square will be pedestrianised and landscaped to provide a pleasant seating
area for visitors, creating a comfortable and safe protected space where people can
gather for major events such as Christmas markets and other activities.
Access for local residents, businesses and the taxi rank will be retained.
A life-sized statue of the Queen, will be installed on one of the empty niches at the
front of the Minster.
Honouring her long reign on the throne, the statue will be carved by a stone mason
from the Minster’s internationally renowned Stoneyard.

£22.99
Shop

£4.95
Shop

Museum space
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Life-sized statue of the Queen in a new public square – York Minster reveals ambitious plans | YorkMix

They’re looking at introducing a dedicated cycle path at Deangate

Phase 2 of the plan will focus on enhancements in education and learning with
investment in the Minster School and the Old Palace to make it a centre of excellence
for education, learning and as a museum space.
Last May, York Minster launched a public consultation on the future development
and use of the buildings and land within the Minster boundaries.
Altogher 290 responses were received and the feedback was used to develop and
refine the proposals in the Neighbourhood Plan published today.
Alex McCallion, director of works and precinct at York Minster, said:



The future of the Minster Precinct is hugely important to many
people, particularly to those who live and work in the
neighbourhood.
The draft Neighbourhood Plan has become the catalyst for one
of the most significant and exciting civic improvement projects
anywhere in the country.
This is a tremendous opportunity for the city of York to create
an outstanding and accessible new public square that draws
people to the space and is sympathetic to the city’s history and
heritage.

See the plans

https://www.yorkmix.com/life/life-sized-statue-of-the-queen-in-a-new-public-square-york-minster-reveals-ambitious-plans/
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Life-sized statue of the Queen in a new public square – York Minster reveals ambitious plans | YorkMix

The exhibition close in the Minster Piazza

Alex McCallion said the York Minster Precinct Neighbourhood Forum has been set up
“to ensure that any proposals are viable, sustainable and appropriate for the precinct
and the local area”.
Chaired by local resident Mark Calvert, the forum is now 39 strong and will ensure
the Neighbourhood Plan is community-led.
The Neighbourhood Plan proposals will be available for public view and comment at
a two-day exhibition event in the Minster’s South Piazza on Friday 17 and Saturday
18 May from 10.00 am until 5.00pm. The proposals will also be available online
until midnight on Sunday 16 June.

Related YorkMix stories
 Easy does it… York Minster conservationists remove 600-year-old
stained glass windows
 Oyez, Oyez! York has a new town crier
 These stunning pix show Race The Sun competitors in York
https://www.yorkmix.com/life/life-sized-statue-of-the-queen-in-a-new-public-square-york-minster-reveals-ambitious-plans/
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Appendix 5 National Trust Response

Date: 13 June 2019
Email:
Tel:

Mr T Stead
Honorary Secretary,
Minster Precinct Neighbourhood Forum
The Works Department,
4 Deangate,
York, YO1 7JA.
Dear Mr Stead
York Minster Precinct – Emerging Neighbourhood Plan consultation document
I wanted to drop you a line whilst the consultation is ongoing on the draft master plan to take
the opportunity at this stage to confirm that the National Trust continues to strongly support
the emerging direction of the proposals.
The General Manager and property team have reviewed the draft master plan and we
thought it might be helpful to set out specific areas that we believe the emerging plan might
usefully cover in further detail;
Evidence base for Neighbourhood Plan
To provide some additional historic background for the Plan area we wanted to highlight that
there is a personal link between the owner of Treasurer’s House (TH) purchased by Frank
Green in 1897 and the Minster. During his lifetime he undertook the refurbishment of St
William’s College and then subsequently sold the property to the Minster and gave money to
support Minster refurbishment including a window. He also chaired the committee that
commissioned the South African war memorial and the architect’s model for this is on
display in TH. We consider there may be opportunities to nurture this link between the
properties in future.
It might be helpful for NT to confirm some detail on the operation of NT property within the
plan area; Treasurer’s house currently has 55,500 visitors a year and the house is open to
visitors between April and mid-December. The property also includes include retail and café.
The café and garden are free to enter on property open days. We currently employ 12 staff
with around 250 volunteers supporting the property.
In order for the Neighbourhood Plan to have a full understanding of visitors to this area, NT
would be happy to supply information from where our visitors travel from, how long they are
in the City, should this be useful for context for the Plan. It may also be interesting to
understand the nature of pedestrian movements around this part of the City and we wonder

National Trust
York Hub
Goddards, 27 Tadcaster Road,
Dringhouses, York YO24 1GG
Tel: +44 (0)1904 702021
Fax: +44 (0)1904 771970
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

President: HRH The Prince of Wales
Regional Chairman: Dr Will Williams
Director of Region: Mike Innerdale
Registered office:
Heelis, Kemble Drive, Swindon, Wiltshire SN2 2NA
Registered charity number 205846

whether Visit York could supply information on visitor footfalls to support the evidence base
for the Plan.
There is a residential apartment within the House and NT also owns 4 Chapter House
Street. For reference, Page 1 of the consultation boards is still showing number 4 Chapter
Street within the ownership of York Minster, which is incorrect. We also own an herb garden
plot of 0.02ha to the rear of TH. Currently, therefore NT has 2 residential properties within
the neighbourhood plan area.
Immediately beyond the precinct boundary on Goodramgate NT operates a retail shop with
a commercial property let as a café and two holiday let properties as well as property on
Ogleforth lying alongside the precinct boundary.
Comments on the emerging plan proposals
We support the proposals for enhancements to the public realm areas around the Minster to
create a new square, improving Duncombe Place and South of the Minster and the
proposals to create new access to the walls and the sensory garden within Dean’s Park.
We also support proposed new surfacing to Minster Yard in front of Treasurer’s House (TH)
and would like to understand more about the form of enhanced security measures in this
area.
We particularly welcome any improvement to the appearance of Chapter House Yard – this
may be ‘the back of house’ for the Minister, but it is a main view for TH and is currently
visible with cars and bins stores which detracts from the setting of the heritage asset.
We consider that as the Neighbourhood Plan is intended to guide development for the next
20 years it would be useful for the plan to explore enhancement of other public realm areas
such as College Green, which lies within the boundary, but note that at this stage this part
has not been identified for improvements or given the same focus as Duncombe Place and
South transept area.
An important consideration across the neighbourhood area will be wayfinding for visitors,
particularly so that they can access the new sensory garden in Dean’s Park and the walls as
well, as improving signage for access to other attractions such as TH. We know that
currently our visitors often comment that TH is ‘difficult to find’. We would like to see
opportunities taken to improve this across the neighbourhood area and consider this would
be consistent with the plan vision to support the economic well being of the Neighbourhood
area.
The legibility of routes for pedestrians and cyclists in this area is important. We support the
removal of traffic as a principle, whilst maintaining access for emergency vehicles.
We are aware that the Council’s Historic Core Conservation Area Appraisal [2011] and
Streetscape strategy [2014] provides guidance on enhancements to street furniture
including pavements, roads street lights, bins, public seating and signage and it is not for the
neighbourhood plan to duplicate this advice, but nevertheless the plan could usefully
highlight specific areas for enhancement or principles to do so. This might include a suite of
Cont/d
2

palette of materials, for example, for surfacing that would be considered appropriate in the
historic context.
The Conservation Area appraisal [CAA] for the precinct identifies significant and dynamic
views across the neighbourhood area and it would be useful to undertake some work to
understand the impacts of the new development in the locations where those views may be
affected as this may help to guide the height and scale and parameters of new development
such as the proposed locations for the ticket office and learning centre.
The plan might usefully include design parameters for new development including guidance
on materials to inform future planning applications.
The CAA identifies issues and opportunities for the area and it would be good to take this a
step further with a more in depth understanding of areas of significance, or areas of less
significance where there may be more scope for change.
TH garden is a valuable greenspace and together with Dean’s Park provides significant
greenspace in this part of the City. Opportunities to enhance nature in this urban setting
should not be overlooked. We look forward to seeing proposals for the sensory garden
emerge in due course.
We look forward to engaging further in the neighbourhood plan process in coming months.

Yours sincerely

Natasha Rowland MRTPI
Planning Adviser (North)
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Appendix 6 – Historic England Response
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Appendix 7 – St Michael le Belfrey Response

Minster Precinct – Emerging Neighbourhood Plan
St Michael le Belfrey Observations & Response
St Michael le Belfrey welcomes the overall proposal of the Neighbourhood plan and is keen
to work alongside the Minster to see how the Precinct plans and the Belfrey’s reordering
project can complement one another.
There are clear benefits to the Minster and the Belfrey in terms of how Church members,
Christians and Visitors are welcomed to and use the space in the future. It is also of key
interest as long term tenants of the Parish and something we would be keen to continue.
Our response has been given within each sub heading used in the Neighbourhood plan but
key points have been highlighted as follows:
Key points
x Opportunities to share and celebrate the Christian faith in the Precinct
x Keen to look at shared use of space within proposed Public Square
x Ongoing vehicular access requirements for the west end of the Church
x Drawing of boundaries around the front of the Belfrey to show the trapezium
piece of land to the west end of church.
x Visitor flow around the South exit/entrance funnelling from Stonegate and up to
the Belfrey’s perimeter with possible congestion
x Including service installations on the vestry as part of the Reordering and how
that would affect view/proximity to the Parish Centre.
A long term plan
Please note that the boundaries in the plan are currently not showing the small trapezium
of land immediately in front of St Michael le Belfrey church.

A welcoming place
Pedestrian footfall, visitor numbers & access
Creating the main visitor entrance and exit on the south side of the Minster is logical in
terms of how people enter and exit the piazza.
Would this have the potential for congestion, particularly with groups of visitors, and how
would this be managed? (based on current size of the shop and exit, along with the
relocation of Constantine).
People currently sit on the steps to chat, eat lunch, wait for someone – is there another
space they could be encouraged to use?
Separating pedestrians from cyclists more clearly is sensible as it can be chaotic.
Creating a secure area all the way from Goodramgate would appear to be better for
everyone and improve safety for drop off and pick up from the school etc.
Ticket Office & Café
Creating an external ticket office has its merits because as well as freeing up space
internally it should be easier to manage advance bookings, timed bookings etc.
Suggestion: could the cafe be incorporated with the ticket office rather than creating two
separate buildings? This could help maintain the current simplicity of the piazza and

attract greater numbers, where people are more likely to stop and take refreshment
before they go into the Minster.
Concern: A separate café external to the Minster appears a less attractive visitor
proposition than creating space within the Minster. The attraction of cafes in other
Cathedrals such as St Albans Abbey and Liverpool Hope, is they are an integral part of the
‘visitor experience’.
Recommend consideration be given to the café trade in the immediate vicinity i.e. the
Treasurer’s House café, College Street and Bootham Bar Gateway.
Constantine & Green spaces
Moving the statue of Constantine fits with the rest of the plan for the piazza although it
could be more limited for photo opportunities. Will it remain behind the current small iron
fence? The new location appears slightly closed in.
Concern: The corner is close to the Belfrey church entrance and a narrowing of the
walkway so possibility of congestion as people congregate to take pictures or listen to a
tour guide.
Concern over potential loss of green spaces: Currently the grassed areas provide a
welcome relieve to the beautiful but perhaps imposing piazza. Will the ticket office
remove the current grassed area outside the Mason’s Lodge? Will the café be built on the
current triangle of grass and trees, albeit not particularly attractive!

A new public square for York
The proposals for a possible ‘Queen Elizabeth’ square create a consistently pleasing sweep
from the piazza around to the west end of the area.
Opening up the War memorial is a good idea as this is currently dark, shut in and at night
off putting.
The sight lines are clearer, while recognising removal of trees will need to be handled
sensitively, and the whole area more attractive to residents, businesses and visitors.
The Public square appears to visualise a smoothing over of the curtilage, uneven and
different surfaces. SMLB is keen to be involved in the progression of the public square
design as it will impact its own land and, done well, provide great opportunities to
welcome visitors.
Mention has been made regarding the use of water in the public square. One of the
Architects in the RIBA design competition referred to the importance of water in the life
of the city and the church. The example given was Italian wells being sited outside
churches, providing for people’s physical needs as well as being spiritually symbolic.
Vehicular access (and security)
The Belfrey would appreciate a greater understanding of vehicular access as the proposal
appears to indicate that vehicles would only be allowed to the left of the west front of the
Minster.
Access will be important for the construction stage of the Impact project as well as
ongoing events eg weddings, funerals, concerts etc and building maintenance.
With regard to general access, church congregational members have noted that parking
has reduced in recent years and the plan appears to continue that trend. However, there
clearly needs to be a balance when creating a new space and considering anti-terrorism
measures, as well as supporting those with limited mobility.

A sense of wellbeing in Dean’s Park
The proposals to the north of the Minster are cohesive, enhancing the current space and
what is currently available to access. The larger learning space seems to fit better here
than its current location.
Concern: Would the new access to the walls, even with the walls closed at night, create a
security risk? Would it potentially alter the sense of this ‘green oasis’ which perhaps caters
more to residents and City workers as well as visitors?
Will the sensory gardens become part of the free space for all to access?
Presume access for waste services will be considered carefully.

Supporting the life of the Minster
Proposals for improving facilities for staff and apprentices is important for their wellbeing
and effectiveness/contentment within their workplace.
The consideration that the homes for private rent might be offered on an ‘affordable rent’
basis was really pleasing to hear as this fits with Christian morals but should also have a
positive bearing on the Minster’s reputation.
Would the surfacing improvements remove what is currently one of only two cobbled
streets left in York?

Other points as a Neighbour
The development of the Precinct Plan impacts St Michael le Belfrey’s staff team as longterm tenants that have appreciated using 11/12 Minster Yard premises. The Belfrey is
keen to continue that tenancy and use of those premises on a long term basis.
The Belfrey reordering project could involve another storey built onto the Vestry and/or
service installations put on the current single storey extension which would naturally have
a bearing on the plan in terms of visibility and proximity to the Parish Centre.

Appendix 8 – Treemendous

Tree Health Concerns in York Minster Dean Park

August 2018

Treemendous York group was formed after the publication by York Council in
2010 of the report York New City Beautiful, which emphasised the role of
trees and green areas in the cultural and economic success of the City
Dean Park is a tranquil and peaceful place away from an increasingly busy yearround York
It was noticeable recently a large event and footfall, we have also noticed a
gradual increase of activity in Deans Park. With trees having to be cut down in
the park a little time ago and a mature tree opposite Minster School entrance
had to have air spade work on tree roots due to ground compaction.
Treemendous wishes to draw attention to some of the values of trees to York –
They green-up and soften hard landscapes, increasing peoples physical and
mental health and well-being, shade from hot weather and their ability to
reduce air pollution and help with flooding

Here is information on soil compaction - practical considerations
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/urban-regeneration-and-greenspacepartnership/greenspace-in-practice/practical-considerations-and-challenges-to-greenspace/soilcompaction-practical-considerations/

https://www.google.com/search?q=Environmentaly+benigh+soil+de-compaction&gws_rd=ssl

https://www.facebook.com/bartletttreeexperts/posts/d41d8cd9/470413749658330/
https://www.arborilogical.com/services/air-spade-root-flare-excavation/

Look forward to hearing from you
Regards,
Barry Otley
Vice-Chairman

The "TREEMENDOUS" York partnership, a voluntary, not for profit group supported by City of York
Council, was formed in 2011, bringing together organisations and individuals with an interest in
tree and hedgerow planting to drive forward a programme of planting 50,000 trees within Greater
York. Here is an opportunity for local businesses and the public to come forward with donations of
time, trees, land, hands, money and ideas, demonstrate their green credentials, reduce their
carbon footprint and make a real difference to our environment. "TREEMENDOUS" was a finalist
in the York Press Community Pride Awards for "Best Community Project" 2013 and ‘Whitby
Woodland Slow the Flow project’ was a finalist for the Forestry Commission ‘Woods for Water
Award’ at Great Yorkshire Show 2018

Find out more at: www.facebook.com/TreemendousYork
Treemendous York is a member of One Planet York: www.york.gov.uk/OnePlanetYork

File Dev June 2019

York Minster Master Plan-Neighbourhood Plan consultation - Treemendous York
Here is our consultation response to the Neighbourhood Plan reference the selection,
protection, care and enhancement and the value of trees and green space. Is it possible we
could see the draft management plan?
Here’s important information for your Vibrant Park, includes care and protection -http://www.tdag.org.uk/uploads/4/2/8/0/4280686/tdag_trees-in-thetownscape_november2012.pdf
Also, delivered Aug 2018, and discussed at meeting with Director of works in October 2018 a
Tree Health Concerns document (soil compaction due to increase footfall and solutions) in
Minster Dean Park
We also refer to conversations when Alexander McCallion addressed the York Environment
Forum in April 2019.
Its highly important a York Minster tree and green space management programme is
introduced to support the Neighbourhood Plan, this should include annual tree
management and only if necessary, reducing tree canopy by pollarding or selective pruning
rather than removing any trees (we object to the large mature plane tree in southern
Minster Square been removed).
Please also consider Gov Bill to be introduced Autumn ‘Biodiversity Nett Gain’ in any new
developments.
Guidance, please read Arboricultural Policy for the management of the City of York
Council’s Public Trees
Treemendous York are concerned with the low tree cover in York and the mature tree
canopy reducing at an alarming rate and tree canopy not been replaced.
Example -Two years, sever pollarding of 10 and 5 large Lime mature trees cut down St John
College, Lord Mayor Walk. Planned trees removed in Castle gateway project. Trees and over
1000 meters of hedgerow removed when developing seven outer ring road roundabouts.
About Tree Canopy - Urban Forestry information is all in one place now : Urban forestry GOVUK there is also some interesting information on the Forest Research website Urban
Tree Manual - Forest Research .
Trees are vital in the fight against climate change
The Gov 25 Year Environment Plan supports the Northern (Urban) Forest initiative which
includes York. The Northern Forest will cover an area of 13 million people. Woodland cover
in this region is currently just 7.6%, well below Europe’s average. This NF Inniative will
transform this landscape to make it more resilient, beautiful and
prosperous. https://www.woodlandtrustorg.uk/publications/2018/02/a-new-northernforest/
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Why Trees....? Multiple values are explained in the site below
As well as their aesthetic value, trees have a large part to play in improving the health of the
environment - and of the human race.
Clean air
They absorb and filter particulates, carbon dioxide and emit oxygen so necessary in York
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/research/health-benefits-of-street-trees/

City of York Council new coalition supports Treemendous and Northern Forest Tree planting
targets within 2 years given the declared Climate Change Emergency in York and the central
call for re-forestation

Please make any future contact with
Regards,
Barry Otley
Vice-Chairman
Tel:

The "TREEMENDOUS" York partnership, a voluntary, not for profit group supported by City of York Council,
was formed in 2011, bringing together organisations and individuals with an interest in tree and hedgerow
planting to drive forward a programme of planting 50,000 trees within Greater York. Here is an opportunity for
local businesses and the public to come forward with donations of time, trees, land, hands, money and ideas,
demonstrate their green credentials, reduce their carbon footprint and make a real difference to our
environment. "TREEMENDOUS" was a finalist in the York Press Community Pride Awards for "Best Community
Project" 2013 and ‘Whitby Woodland Slow the Flow project’ was a finalist for the Forestry Commission ‘Woods
for Water Award’ at Great Yorkshire Show 2018

Find out more at: www.facebook.com/TreemendousYork
Treemendous York is a member of One Planet York: www.york.gov.uk/OnePlanetYork
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Appendix 9 – Love Trees York
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CAVAT survey- York museum gardens and York Minster Trees
Love Trees York Action Group, workshop Sunday 25th August 2019
Minster tree 1 (Precentors Court)
x Larger stature
x Near pollution and traffic hotspot
x Street tree
x Is this council land? Land not owned by Minster
x Community tree
x Planted by the mayor in the 1970s
x Attractive bark, spirituality, prominent location, notable person, contribution of
major building etc for positives in CAVAT survey
Survey data:
Species: London Plane
Circumference: 226cm
DBH: 71.94cm (considered semi-mature under FR large stature tree study)
UVI: 15.88
CTI: 100
Location: 100%
Structure: 90%
Health: 100%
Amenity: +40, -10. +40% given for: important part of avenue/designed landscape,
contribution to the entrance of a major public building, a commemorative tree planted by a
notable person, attractive visual characteristic (bark). -10% given for: appropriateness to the
location, detracts visually from its context (this is the argument being made)
Life expectancy: >80 years (can live for several hundred years)
CAVAT value: £75,521
Minster tree 2 (Memorial Gardens, Duncombe Place)
x Threatening to pollard trees
x Near pollution and traffic hotspot
x Part of a small garden
x Community tree
x Attractive bark, prominent location, contribution to building
x Obstructs view of minster when walking up from the bridge.
Survey data:
Species: London Plane
Circumference: 433cm
DBH: 137.82cm (considered mature under FR large stature tree study)
UVI: 15.88
CTI: 100
Location: 100%
Structure: 80%
Health: 100%

Amenity: +40, -10. +40% given for: important part of avenue/designed landscape (avenue of
trees leading up to minster from the museum area), attractive visual characteristic (bark),
contribution to the entrance of a major public building, part of a wider grouping of trees
giving character to the area. -10% given for: detracts visually from its context (this is the
argument being made).
Life expectancy: >80
CAVAT value: £246,376
In comparison to other trees I have CAVAT surveyed in the past, such as the campus trees
[University of Leeds], these values are very strong. The second Minster tree is more than
2x greater than the most valuable tree on campus when surveyed using CAVAT. Much of
this great value can be attributed to the positive amenity attributes listed above, and the
huge diameter which CAVAT uses to infer a grand, large stature mature tree which
instantly has added value. Both Minster trees have been discounted in the amenity
assessment to account for the current feelings that the trees detract visually from the
context of the Minster, however this is countered by the positive aesthetic values listed
above.

i-Tree survey results
London plane 1*
London plane 2*
*Where tree 1 is the first London plane measured directly outside the entrance of the York Minster and
opposite cafe. Tree 2 is the larger tree near the war memorial that was measured second.
Carbon storage (kg)
1575.3
5587.9
Carbon storage value (£)
Carbon sequestration (kg/yr)
Carbon sequestration value (£/yr)
NO2 removal (g/yr)
NO2 removal value (£/yr)
PM2.5 removal (g/yr)
PM2.5 removal value (£/yr)
SO2 removal (g/yr)
SO2 removal value (£/yr)
O3 removal (g/yr)
CO removal (g/yr)
Avoided run-off (m3)
Carbon footprint equivalent
kg to tonnes
C to CO2 (*3.67)
CO2/11 (UK average)
Carbon footprint summary

Euro 5 and Euro 6 car emissions
equivalents
NO2 g/yr
Euro 5 standard emissions g/km
diesel
Euro 6 standard emissions g/km
diesel
Euro 5 and 6 standard emissions
g/km petrol
NO2 removal in equivalent
emissions for Euro5 diesel
NO2 removal in equivalent
emissions for Euro 6 diesel
NO2 removal in equivalent
emissions for Euro 5 and Euro 6
petrol

387.01
57.00
14.00
483.30
10.64
61.2
25.74
61.60
0.39
1645.90
19.50
3.10
London plane 1

1372.74
30.50
7.49
532.10
11.71
67.4
28.34
67.80
0.43
1812.00
21.50
3.40
London plane 2

1.58
5.78
0.53
Carbon storage of this tree is
equivalent to the annual average
carbon footprint of 0.5 people

London plane 1

5.59
20.51
1.86
Carbon storage of this tree is
equivalent to the annual average
carbon footprint of almost 2
people

London plane 2
483.30

532.10

0.18

0.18

0.08

0.08

0.06

0.06

2685.00

2956.11

6041.25

6651.25

8055.00

8868.33

NO2 car emissions summary

The removal of nitrogen dioxide
by this tree is equivalent to the
NO2 emitted by a Euro 5 standard
diesel car driving 2700km and a
Euro 6 standard diesel car driving
6000km, or the NO2 emitted by a
Euro 5 and 6 standard petrol car
driving 8000km.

The removal of nitrogen dioxide
by this tree is equivalent to the
NO2 emitted by a Euro 5
standard diesel car driving
3000km and a Euro 6 standard
diesel car driving 6650km, or the
NO2 emitted by a Euro 5 and 6
standard petrol car driving
8900km.
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Issue_2_publication.pdf
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https://www.dieselnet.com/standards/eu/ld.php see table 1.

